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Insider attack blamed in deaths of 2 US soldiers 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Two paratroop¬ 
ers from the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
82nd Airborne Division, were killed in an 
insider attack in southern Afghanistan, of¬ 
ficials said Tuesday. 

Ahmad Sadiq, a spokesman for the Af¬ 
ghan army’s 205th Corps, said the soldiers 
were shot dead Monday by an Afghan sol¬ 
dier at a base in Shah Wali Kot district in 
southern Kandahar province. 

The attacker was wounded and taken 


into police 
custody, Sadiq 
said. 

“We and 
our foreign 
colleagues 
are working 
hard together 
to eliminate 
the enemies of 
this country, 

the enemies of Afghanistan and humanity,” 
Sadiq said. “It is unfortunate that some of 
our soldiers will open fire on foreign troops 


AFGHAN WAR 

UN: Civilian 
deaths decline, 
still ‘shocking’ 
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or even on their Afghan colleagues.” 

Deputy spokesman of Afghanistan’s De¬ 
fense Department Fawad Aman confirmed 
two US. troops were killed in Kandahar on 
Monday by an Afghan soldier but was un¬ 
able to provide further details. 

Taliban spokesman Qari Yousuf Ahmadi 
commended the attack in a statement, say¬ 
ing it was carried out by a “sensible Afghan 
soldier,” although not one of the militant 
group’s fighters. 

The names of the servicemembers are 
being withheld until next of kin are noti¬ 
fied, which is the Pentagon’s policy. 


Their unit confirmed in a statement 
posted online Monday that two of its sol¬ 
diers had been killed. 

“It is with a heavy heart that I inform 
you of the loss of two Paratroopers from 
the Brigade during combat operations,” 
unit commander Col. Art Sellers said in 
the statement. “The expertise of every 
staff member of this brigade and in the 
82nd Airborne Division will be utilized to 
ensure the families of the fallen are taken 
care of” 

SEE INSIDER ON PAGE 3 
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Several senators express support for Hyten 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Several senators said 
Tuesday they would support President 
Donald Trump’s nominee for vice chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, calling 
sexual misconduct allegations against Air 
Force Gen. John Hyten by a subordinate 
false. 

“I am confident the full truth was re¬ 
vealed in this process, and the truth is 
Gen. Hyten is innocent of these charges,” 
said Sen. Martha McSally, R-Ariz., a for¬ 
mer Air Force officer who earlier this year 
said she was raped by a superior officer. 
“Sexual assault happens in the military. It 
just didn’t happen in this case.” 

Hyten was nominated in April to re¬ 
place Air Force Gen. Paul Selva as the vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Selva 
is set to retire Wednesday. 

McSally said she spent three weeks por¬ 
ing over the details of allegations raised in 
recent months against Hyten, currently 
the chief of U.S. Strategic Command: that 
he made a series of sexual advances to¬ 
ward a female Army colonel on his staff 
in 2017 and sexually assaulted her in her 
hotel room during a work trip that De¬ 
cember. Those allegations were raised by 
Army Col. Kathryn Spletstoser, who iden¬ 
tified herself publicly last week in The New 
York Times. 

The Air Force Inspector General con¬ 
ducted an investigation into the allegations, 
and top Air Force officials, including for¬ 
mer Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson, 
determined that no evidence existed of the 
wrongful encounters alleged by Spletsto¬ 
ser. Wilson, who left the Air Force for aca¬ 
demia earlier this year, testified Tuesday 
that Hyten was innocent. 

“I believe the Senate will come to the 
same conclusion I did” after reviewing the 
investigation, Wilson said. “Gen. Hyten 
was falsely accused, and this matter should 
be set aside as you consider his nomination. 
I accept that it is entirely possible that his 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


Former Air Force Secretary Heather 
Wilson introduces Gen. John E. Hyten 
during his Senate Armed Services 
Committee confirmation hearing on 
Tuesday to serve as vice chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

accuser is a wounded soldier who believes 
that what she is saying is true, even if it is 
not. That possibility makes this whole situ¬ 
ation very sad.” 

On Tuesday, senators including Doug 
Jones, D-Ala.; Tom Cotton, R-Ark.; Thom 
Tillis, R-N.C.; Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn; 
Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla.; and James In- 
hofe, R-Okla., the chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, expressed 
confidence in Hyten’s innocence. Cotton, 
Tillis and McSally said they would support 
his nomination. 

Inhofe and Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., the 
committee’s ranking member, described a 
massive probe by the Senate after Spletsto¬ 
ser came forward. The committee held five 
closed-door sessions to hear 15 hours of 
sworn testimony from 50 witnesses, they 
said. Inhofe described the investigation as 
a “fair, thorough and methodical process.” 

“As a result of the exhaustive process and 
extreme due diligence, I have full confi¬ 
dence in Gen. Hyten’s ability to be the next 
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,” 
McSally said. “He is the right leader at the 
right time for this important position.” 


Hyten, 60, is a 1981 graduate of Harvard 
University in Massachusetts. He com¬ 
missioned into the Air Force through the 
school’s ROTC program after he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering. 

He has led STR ATCOM since November 
2016, placing him in charge of America’s 
nuclear arsenal, missile defense and space 
operations. Previously, he served as the 
commander and deputy commander of Air 
Force Space Command. 

On Tuesday, he strongly denied charges 
of misbehavior and called sexual miscon¬ 
duct a “scourge on the military.” 

“I am intensely aware of the allegations 
made against me concerning one of the 
most serious problems we have in the mili¬ 
tary today — sexual assault,” Hyten said in 
his opening statement. “It has been a pain¬ 
ful time for me and my family. I want to 
state to you and the American people in the 
strongest possible terms that these allega¬ 
tions are false.” 

Spletstoser, who attended the hearing 
Tuesday, told The New York Times that 
during a 2017 trip to the Reagan Nation¬ 
al Defense Forum in California, Hyten 
showed up unexpectedly at her hotel room. 
She said he forcefully kissed her on the 
lips and “while pressing himself against 
her, then ejaculated, getting semen on his 
sweatpants and on her yoga pants,” the 
newspaper reported. She told the Times he 
then asked her not to reveal the encounter. 

She told the newspaper she came for¬ 
ward now only because of his nomination 
for vice chief Hyten testified Tuesday he 
had “never been to her room. Never.” 

Spletstoser told reporters after the hear¬ 
ing that Hyten lied, and called for an op¬ 
portunity to testify publicly before the 
committee. “You just had a four-star gen¬ 
eral get up in front of the American people 
and in testimony before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, make false state¬ 
ments under oath,” Spletstoser said. “He 
lied about sexually assaulting me.” 

While several senators expressed full 
confidence in Hyten, others questioned his 


judgment in dealing with Spletstoser, who 
was accused by her subordinates of being 
a toxic leader. 

Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, accused Hyten 
of turning a blind eye to those accusations, 
raised by about six individuals. 

“You couldn’t bring yourself to admit 
to toxic leadership in your command,” 
Ernst said. “You only did something about 
it when concerns were raised about your 
own leadership. That suggests a conflict 
between your personal inclinations and 
your professional responsibilities.” 

Hyten admitted he was slow to recognize 
toxic leadership within his headquarters at 
STRATCOM, telling Ernst that Spletstoser 
was an impressive officer who never dem¬ 
onstrated problematic behavior around 
him. 

“The nature of toxic leaders is they are 
brilliant to the boss, (and) the bosses don’t 
see those kinds of things,” Hyten said. “It 
took me to do an actual inquiry ... into the 
entire climate of my headquarters before 
I actually saw evidence there was toxic 
leadership.” 

Hyten, whose confirmation could be 
voted on this week, also told senators that 
China was his biggest long-term national 
security concern. He expressed support 
for building a sixth uniformed military 
service, the Space Force, as long as it was 
placed within the Air Force Department in 
a similar manner to how the Marine Corps 
is within the Navy Department. 

The general also said he supported the 
deployment of a small number of low-yield 
nuclear weapons on U.S. submarines to 
deter Russia. 

Hyten vowed to Sen. Angus King, I- 
Maine, to speak honestly with Trump on all 
military topics, even if the president does 
not agree with the general’s assessment. 

“I have in the last 2y2 years with the 
president had some uncomfortable discus¬ 
sions,” Hyten said. “I will continue to pro¬ 
vide best military advice, as described.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Pompeo: Trump 
wants troops in 
Afghanistan cut 



Members of Train Advise Assist Command-South salute the American Flag during a transfer of authority 
ceremony on Kandahar Airfield on July 19. President Donald Trump has been frustrated by the hundreds 
of billions of dollars spent in Afghanistan every year. 



Chip Somodevilla, Getty Images/TNS 


Trump speaks with Secretary of State Mike POmpeo on July 16. 
Pompeo said Trump has ordered a reduction of U.S. troops in 
A^hanistan by the 2020 election. 


By John Hudson 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON—Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo said Monday 
that President Donald Trump or¬ 
dered him to reduce the number 
of U.S. troops in Afghanistan by 
the 2020 election in some of the 
clearest comments to date about 
Trump’s intentions for winding 
down the nearly 18-year conflict. 

“That’s my directive from the 
president of the United States,” 
Pompeo said at the Economic Club 
of Washington. “He’s been unam¬ 
biguous: End the endless wars. 
Draw down. Reduce. It won’t just 
be us.” 

Pompeo suggested that a troop 
withdrawal is connected to how 
the president views his job per¬ 
formance, saying a reduction of 
forces is “not only my expectation, 
it would be job-enhancing.” 

“We hope that overall the need 
for combat forces in the region is 
reduced,” Pompeo added. 

Trump has expressed frustra¬ 
tion with the hundreds of billions 
of dollars spent in Afghanistan 
every year and continued violence 
as the Taliban conducts near daily 
attacks across the country even as 
it explores a peace resolution with 
U.S. diplomats to end America’s 
longest war. 

The latest flare-up occurred 
Sunday with an assault on the of¬ 
fice of the Afghan president’s run¬ 
ning mate and former intelligence 
chief, resulting in the deaths of at 
least 20 people, according to The 
Associated Press. No one imme¬ 
diately asserted responsibility for 
the attack. 

Military officials have said that 
the Pentagon has voiced its con¬ 
cerns about a precipitous with¬ 
drawal, but Trump has empowered 
his special envoy, Zalmay Khalil- 
zad, to reach a deal that allows for 
a reduction of forces in the country 
and the ability to continue coun¬ 
terterrorism operations, officials 
said, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss internal de¬ 
liberations. Military officials have 
now accepted that Trump, who 
ran on ending America’s “endless 
wars,” will demand at least a par¬ 


tial drawdown of troops. 

After Pompeo’s remarks. 
Trump reaffirmed his desire to 
get U.S. troops out of Afghanistan 
but declined to say whether they 
would all be home by Election Day 
next year. 

“Well, I don’t know. We’re mov¬ 
ing a lot of them out,” he told re¬ 
porters. “There is no military 
solution in Afghanistan. ... We 
hope in the coming days we will be 
able to urge the Taliban to talk.” 

In the first year of his presiden¬ 
cy, Trump’s advisers urged him to 
increase the U.S. troop presence 
in the country to prevent a total 
takeover by the Taliban, which 
controls about half the country. 
They also reiterated worries that 
the country could again become 
a staging ground for terrorist at¬ 
tacks on the United States. In 
heeding his advisers’ warnings. 
Trump increased troop levels 
but noted that it went against his 
instincts. 

“My original instinct was to 
pull out, and, historically, I like 
following my instincts,” Trump 
said in an address on Afghanistan 
in August 2017. “But all my life 
I’ve heard that decisions are much 
different when you sit behind the 
desk in the Oval Office.” 

With little progress to show 
in the country after more than 
two years in office. Trump has 
expressed frustration with his 
advisers. On Monday, Pompeo de¬ 
scribed a resolution the president 
was seeking concerning the war. 

“We think there’s a path to re¬ 
duce violence, achieve reconcili¬ 
ation and still make sure that the 
American counterterrorism ef¬ 
fort in Afghanistan has value and 
the potential to reduce risk in the 
United States,” Pompeo said. 

In the US. government, the 
secretary of defense takes orders 
from the president on troop pres¬ 


ence, but Pompeo has taken an ex¬ 
pansive role on Trump’s national 
security team. In June, Pompeo 
took the unusual step of holding 
meetings with military leaders at 
U.S. Central Command headquar¬ 
ters in Tampa to discuss threats 
posed by Iran. 

Last week, a State Department 
news release said Pompeo “dis¬ 
patched” the chairman of the joint 
chiefs to Kabul to discuss peace in 


Afghanistan, language that some 
viewed as disrespectful toward 
Gen. Joseph Dunford Jr., who does 
not take orders from the secretary 
of state. 

Another sign of the Trump ad¬ 
ministration’s eagerness to with¬ 
draw came last week, when the 
U.S. and Afghanistan issued a joint 
statement saying they agreed to 
“accelerate efforts” to advance the 
peace process to end the war and 


reduce the U.S. presence in the 
country. The statement followed 
a phone call between Pompeo and 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
in which the two men agreed to a 
conditions-based withdrawal. 

That same week. Trump said 
at the White House, “If I wanted 
to win that war, Afghanistan 
would be wiped off the face of the 
Earth.” He said he didn’t want to 
wage such a brutal bombing cam¬ 
paign though because it would kill 
10 million people. 

During his remarks Monday, 
Pompeo took questions from the 
president of the Economic Club, 
David Rubenstein, who asked 
him about Russia’s crackdown 
on protesters in Moscow, where 
more than 1,300 people have been 
arrested. 

“I’ve read the reports. I don’t 
have anything to add this morn¬ 
ing,” he said. “I think everyone 
understands the U.S. position. ... 
We always support freedom of 
expression.” 

Pompeo also ruled out a run for 
the U.S. Senate in Kansas, say¬ 
ing it’s “off the table.” He did not 
rule out a run for the presidency 
at some future date. “If I thought I 
could do a good turn, there’s noth¬ 
ing I wouldn’t consider doing for 
America,” he said. 

When asked to describe North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, 
Pompeo said he is “bright,” 
and “managed to rise to the 
level of leadership in a difficult 
environment.” 

“I’ve spent more time with him 
than any other American,” he 
said. “I passed Dennis Rodman 
on this last trip” he said, eliciting 
laughter from the crowd. 


^That’s my directive from the president of the United States. ... 
End the endless wars. Draw down. Reduce. ^ 

Mike Pompeo 

secretary of state 


Insider: Security, vetting procedures have made attacks less common 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The incident is the first known insider at¬ 
tack in Afghanistan since November when 
M^. Brent Taylor, of the Utah National 
Guard, was killed by an Afghan soldier at a 
military training center in Kabul. 

Also known as green-on-blue attacks, 
insider attacks have plagued American 
forces throughout the war, but enhanced 


security and vetting procedures have made 
them less common in recent years. 

Monday’s deaths bring to 14 the number 
of U.S. troops killed in Afghanistan this 
year. All but two were combat-related. 

A Croatian soldier supporting NATO’s 
training and advising mission was the first 
foreign soldier from outside the U.S. killed 
this year when a suicide bomber targeted 


his vehicle in Kabul. 

Violence has continued across Afghani¬ 
stan as American and Taliban officials 
hold direct talks aimed at ending the U.S.’ 
longest war, now in its 18th year. 

Some 14,000 American troops are de¬ 
ployed to the country, according to the lat¬ 
est Defense Department figures. They are 
engaged in counterterrorism operations 


against al-Qaida and Islamic State fighters 
and in training and advising Afghan secu¬ 
rity forces. 

More than 2,400 American military 
personnel have been killed since the war 
began in 2001, and more than 20,000 have 
been wounded. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this report. 

weliman.phiiiipdJstripes.com 

Twitter: (fipwweilman 
















Page 4 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, July 31,2019 


MIDEAST/WAR 


UN: Number of Afghan civilian 
deaths drops in 1st half of 19 


UNAMA continues to express concern about 
the rising level of civilian harm as a result of 
aerial operations, f 

United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
number of civilians killed or 
wounded in Afghanistan has 
dropped significantly during the 
first half of this year but remains 
“shocking and unacceptable,” the 
United Nations said Tuesday. 

The UN. documented 1,366 
civilians killed and 2,446 wound¬ 
ed in its latest report on Afghan 
noncombatant casualties, which 
examined a period from Janu¬ 
ary to June. Together, the figure 
was down by more than a quarter 
from the first half of last year and 
is the lowest number for the pe¬ 
riod since 2012. 

Despitetheoverall decrease, the 
UN. said the numbers remained 
“shocking and unacceptable.” 

Coalition and Afghan govern¬ 
ment forces were blamed for more 
civilian deaths — 717 — than in¬ 
surgents — 531 — for the second 
successive quarter. In April, the 
world body documented more 
deaths caused by pro-government 
forces for the first time since it 
began systematically tracking ci¬ 
vilian casualties a decade ago. 

Airstrikes, most of which were 
carried out by the US. military, 
were the leading cause of civilian 
deaths over the six-month report¬ 
ing period, followed by ground 
engagements and targeted kill¬ 
ings, the UN. said. The 363 civil¬ 
ians killed by airstrikes was more 
than double the number reported 
during the same period in 2018, 
“highlighting the lethal character 
of this tactic,” it said. 

“UNAMA continues to express 
concern about the rising level of 
civilian harm as a result of aerial 
operations, particularly those 


conducted in support of Afghan 
forces on the ground and strikes 
on civilian structures,” the report 
said, using an acronym for the 
UN. mission in Afghanistan. 

The figures correspond with an 
accelerated US. bombing cam¬ 
paign aimed at pressuring the 
Taliban to negotiate a peace deal. 
Direct talks between American 
and Taliban officials aimed at 
ending the war began months ago 
in Qatar. 

While pro-government forces 
were most responsible for civilian 
deaths during the first half of the 
year, groups like the Taliban and 
local Islamic State branch were 
blamed for more overall civilian 
casualties, which include those 
wounded, the UN. said. 

However, the 1,968 deaths and 
injuries attributed to anti-govern¬ 
ment groups was down 43 percent 
compared with the same period 
last year, largely because of fewer 
deadly suicide blasts. Overall ca¬ 
sualties attributed to pro-govern¬ 
ment forces — 1,397 — rose 31 
percent, compared with the same 
period last year. There were sev¬ 
eral hundred casualties which 
could not be attributed to any side 
in the conflict, the report said. 

In Gerishk district in southern 
Helmand province, where the 
UN. documented a deadly air- 
strike in May, tribal leader Bah- 
ram Khan said it was difficult 


for residents to understand the 
continuing violence while peace 
talks continue. 

“The only option to get us out of 
this nightmare of war is to make 
peace. We don’t want bloodshed 
anymore,” Khan said. “We have 
suffered enough.” 

The Pentagon and the Taliban 
regularly dispute the U.N.’s quar¬ 
terly findings. The US. military 
says it has access to a wider range 
of forensic data that routinely 
shows fewer civilians wounded 
or killed by American forces than 
the UN. claims. 

“These procedures allow Unit¬ 
ed States Forces-Afghanistan to 
assess with a relatively high de¬ 
gree of confidence the circum¬ 
stances of each report of civilian 
casualties,” a recent Defense De¬ 
partment report said. 

“Parties to the conflict may 
give differing explanations for re¬ 
cent trends, each designed to jus¬ 
tify their own military tactics,” 
Richard Bennet, human rights 
chief for the U.N.’s mission in Af¬ 
ghanistan, said Tuesday. 

“The fact remains that only a 
determined effort to avoid civil¬ 
ian harm, not just by abiding by 
international humanitarian law 
but also by reducing the intensity 
of the fighting, will decrease the 
suffering of civilian Afghans.” 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 
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Nabiullah, 28, and his family grieve the death of daughter Feroza, 8, 
in a homhing in Kabul on July 1. The Taliban claimed responsibiiity 
for the attack. Overail, the number of civiiian deaths in Afghanistan 
has dropped this year. 
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SOCOM: 2018 Syria blast that killed US, UK soldiers accidental 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

US. Special Operations Com¬ 
mand on Monday confirmed 
that a 2018 blast in Syria that 
killed two special operations sol¬ 
diers from the US. and U.K. was 
caused by coalition explosives, 
not a roadside bomb. 

Britain’s Defence Ministry 
said Saturday that British com¬ 
mando Sgt. Matthew Tonroe, who 
was the first U.K. servicemember 
to die fighting Islamic State in 
Syria, was killed by an accidental 
explosion in March 2018 and not 
an improvised explosive device 
as had been reported. 

“An investigation determined 
both US. Army Master Sgt. 
Jonathan Dunbar and Sergeant 
Tonroe died as a result of the ac¬ 
cidental detonation of explosives 
carried by coalition forces, not by 
enemy action,” SOCOM said in its 
statement. 

Tonroe, 33, and Dunbar, 36, 


died as a result of the blast, which 
occurred while they were on a 
joint operation in Manbij, north¬ 
ern Syria. The Pentagon stated 
at the time that they were part of 
a joint US.-U.K. team “conduct¬ 
ing a mission to kill or capture a 
known ISIS member.” 

Five others with the U.S.-led 
anti-ISIS coalition were wounded 
in the explosion and were evacu¬ 
ated for treatment. 

“Our thoughts continue to be 
with Master Sgt. Dunbar and 
Sgt. Tonroe’s family and friends,” 
SOCOM said. 

Tonroe had enlisted in the U.K. 
Army in 2004 and had deployed 
numerous times to Afghanistan 
and the Middle East, a statement 
from the Ministry of Defence 
said after his death. He served in 
the 3rd Battalion of Britain’s elite 
Parachute Regiment. 

Britain’s Guardian newspaper 
reported that he was a sniper with 
the British Special Air Service, or 
SAS, and had spent time embed¬ 


Master Sgt. Joshua Wheeler, the 
first American combat death in 
the anti-ISIS campaign. 

Dunbar, of Austin, Texas, had 
joined the Army as an infantry¬ 
man in May 2005 and served as 
a machine-gunner, a fire team 
leader and a squad leader at Fort 
Bragg after initial training, then 
as squad leader in the 82nd Air¬ 
borne Division and as a squad 
leader in the 38th Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment (Long Range Surveillance) 
at Fort Hood, Texas. While as¬ 
signed to Fort Bragg and Fort 
Hood, he deployed to Afghanistan 
and Iraq, according to a biogra¬ 
phy provided by the Army Spe¬ 
cial Operations Command. 

In 2013, Dunbar was assigned 
to SOCOM and deployed three 
times in support of operations in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, the biogra¬ 
phy said. 

Growing up, he was “the big¬ 
gest nerd ever,” his sister. Crystal 
Dunbar, told Austin’s KUT radio 
in April 2018. 


“He had big. Coke-bottle glass¬ 
es, and he was always playing the 
superhero,” she said. “So whether 
he was playing cops and robbers 
or cowboys and Indians or any¬ 
thing like that, he was always the 
superhero.” 

He joined the Army to make 
a better life for his son. Crystal 
Dunbar said, and it made him a 
better man. 

“He was a young father and he 
decided he needed to better his 
life for his son,” she said. “We 
weren’t for him going into the 
military just based on our own 
fear and our own selfishness. But 
it changed him. It changed him 
into an amazing father.” 

Dunbar’s decorations include 
three Bronze Stars. 

Dunbar left behind a wife, who 
was pregnant with a daughter at 
the time of his death, and three 
children, his obituary said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 



ded with SEAL Team 6. He was 
survived by his mother, a brother 
and his girlfriend. 

Dunbar was assigned to US. 
Army Special Operations Com¬ 
mand headquarters at Fort Bragg, 
N.C. That 
designation 
has histori¬ 
cally been 
used for 
members of 
the Army’s 
secretive 
special op¬ 
erations unit 
known as 
Delta Force. 
In the 
months since Dunbar’s death, his 
father has posted on Facebook 
praising the unit, which is head¬ 
quartered in a compound he said 
he visited in May for a Memorial 
Day ceremony honoring his son. 
In one post, he said his son was on 
an October 2015 mission to rescue 
ISIS-held prisoners near Hawija, 
Iraq, that claimed the life of Army 
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MILITARY _ 

US asks court to reverse military decision 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. government is asking the Su¬ 
preme Court to overturn a decision by the 
military’s highest court, one that the gov¬ 
ernment is arguing was wrongly decided 
and prevents military authorities from 
prosecuting some rapists in its ranks. 

The office of the U.S. Solicitor General, 
in a rare move, this month petitioned the 
Supreme Court to revisit a decision by the 
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces 
that prohibits prosecution of alleged rapes 
that occurred before 2006. 

At issue is the CAAF decision in Febru¬ 
ary to dismiss the verdict and sentence in a 
rape case involving Air Force fighter pilot 
Lt. Col. Michael Briggs. Briggs was con¬ 
victed in 2014 of raping an airman in 2005; 
the woman reported it in 2013. 

The CAAF reversed Briggs’ five-month 
jail sentence and dismissal from the ser¬ 
vice. The court said the case had exceeded 
a five-year statute of limitations for rape 


it had recently decided was in effect until 
2006 — the year Congress specifically re¬ 
moved statutory limits for rape — and that 
the 2006 change was not retroactive. 

“That result contravenes the statutory 
text. Congress’s evident intent to root out 
and punish military rape, and the mil¬ 
itary’s constitutional latitude to punish 
military crimes more strictly than civilian 
ones,” according to the solicitor general’s 
petition. “Recognizing that sexual assault 
within the military is devastating to the 
morale, discipline, and effectiveness of 
our Armed Forces, but also difficult to un¬ 
cover, Congress long made rape a capital 
offense and has enabled rape to be pros¬ 
ecuted whenever it is discovered.” 

When Briggs went to trial, the CAAF’s 
precedent held that there was no statute of 
limitations for rape because under the Uni¬ 
form Code of Military Justice, rape quali¬ 
fied as an offense punishable by death. Any 
death penalty offense was exempt from 
the five-year statute of limitations for most 
crimes. 


But in 2018, while Briggs’ case was on 
appeal, the CAAF reversed its own prec¬ 
edent in another Air Force rape case. Lt. 
Col. Edzel Mangahas was charged in 2015 
with raping a fellow Coast Guard cadet 18 
years earlier. Before that case could go 
to court-martial, the CAAF decided that 
a 1977 Supreme Court decision banning 
the death penalty for rape meant that rape 
was likewise not a military capital offense 
— and so was not exempt from the five- 
year limit. 

“What CAAF did in the Mangahas case 
was a total reversal of what had been around 
for 20 years,” said Zachary Spilman, a Ma¬ 
rine Corps Reserve appellate lawyer and 
lead writer of a military justice blog. 

Many state legislatures have limitation 
periods for prosecuting rape, ranging from 
three to 30 years. But as a result of a num¬ 
ber of reports over the past 15 years expos¬ 
ing sexual abuse of victims, who were often 
too intimidated to come forward for many 
years, at least 10 states now have no time 
limit for filing charges in such cases. 


The solicitor general’s petition says that 
the CAAF rulings have prevented the 
Defense Department from pursuing new 
reports of rapes alleged to have been com¬ 
mitted before 2006 in addition to several 
cases dismissed on appeal. “Indeed, the 
Air Force, the Army, and the Coast Guard 
have in the last 18 months collectively dis¬ 
missed or declined to prosecute at least ten 
rape cases that they otherwise would have 
pursued,” according to the petition. 

It’s not clear whether the Supreme Court 
will accept the case. Four of the nine Jus¬ 
tices must vote to accept a case. 

Don Christensen, president of Protect 
Our Defenders, an advocacy group for 
military sexual assault survivors, said he 
hoped the Supreme Court would hear the 
case and reverse the military court. 

“That would be good for the CAAF. It 
would be good for them to be slapped down 
a little bit,” he said. “This was a devastat- 
ingly bad opinion.” 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 



Transportation Security Administration/AP 

Federal officials found a missile launcher in a man's luggage at 
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport. 


Missile launcher found 
in officer’s baggage 


The Washington Post 

When returning home from 
overseas travel, who doesn’t want 
a little souvenir to remind you 
about your trip? 

That was the explanation of¬ 
fered by a man who’d packed a 
missile launcher in his checked 
bags and was stopped Monday by 
authorities at Baltimore Wash¬ 
ington International Thurgood 
Marshall Airport. 

The resident of Jacksonville, 
Texas, told Transportation Secu¬ 
rity Administration officers that 
he was an active-duty military 


officer returning home from Ku¬ 
wait and wanted to keep the mis¬ 
sile launcher as a souvenir. What 
he apparently didn’t realize is 
that military weapons, much like 
gas torches and fireworks, are not 
permitted in checked or carry-on 
bags. 

Fortunately, TSA officials said, 
the missile launcher was not a 
live device. 

Officials confiscated the item 
and turned it over to the state fire 
marshal for safe disposal. The 
man was then permitted to catch 
his next flight home. 


Hispanic group wants Fort Hood 
renamed after Vietnam War vet 


By Rose L. Thayer 
Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — A group of 
Texas veterans believe it’s time 
for the military to start honoring 
its contemporary heroes. They’d 
like to start by renaming Fort 
Hood after a Vietnam War Medal 
of Honor recipient. 

At its national meeting in 
July, the League of United Latin 
American Citizens, or LULAC, 
approved a resolution brought 
forward by a council of Texas 
veterans to call on the secretary 
of the Army to rename Fort Hood 
as Fort Benavidez in honor of for¬ 
mer Special Forces Master Sgt. 
Roy Benavidez. 

“It’s an attempt to get the con¬ 
versation going about how can 
we reward some of the more con¬ 
temporary heroes of World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam and then Af¬ 
ghanistan and Iraq,” said Jorge 
Haynes, an Air Force veteran 
who brought the resolution for¬ 
ward in the LULAC 777 Veter¬ 
ans Council in Texas. They then 
brought it before the national 
organization. 

As America’s largest and old¬ 
est Hispanic group, the LULAC 
advances the economic condition, 
education opportunities, political 
influence and civil rights of His¬ 
panic Americans. 

Benavidez, a native Texan who 
died at 63 in 1998, received the 
Medal of Honor for his actions 
May 2,1968, in South Vietnam. 

On that day he went into a 
dense jungle area west of Loc 
Ninh to rescue a 12-man Special 
Forces team. 

He loaded eight wounded men 
onto a helicopter and then did 
so again when the first was shot 
down — all while under enemy 
fire and sustaining multiple gun¬ 
shot wounds himself. 

Benavidez, who also received 


five Purple Heart medals, always 
said he was just a “regular guy,” 
not a hero, said Haynes, who met 
him several times and believes he 
would be proud to have an Army 
base named in his honor. 

A Texas elementary school and 
highway already bear his name. 

The resolution will go to the 
secretary of the Army, then to 
the appropriate committees in 
Congress. 

“We’ll 

take it from 
there and 
see where 
it goes,” 
Haynes 
said. 

It comes 
at a time of 
ongoing de¬ 
bate about 
removing 
monuments 
and names of assets that honor 
veterans of the Confederate army. 
Fort Hood in Killeen, Texas, is 
named to honor John Bell Hood, 
a Confederate general who never 
made Texas his home, though he 
did command the “Texas Bri¬ 
gade” during the Civil War. 

The House of Representatives 
added an amendment to the Na¬ 
tional Defense Authorization Act 
of fiscal year 2020 that would 
block the Defense Department 
from naming any assets after 
Confederate symbols. It does 
not call for the renaming of any 
assets bearing those names. 
The legislation is pending final 
passage. 

Aside from Benavidez, Haynes 
said there are many other veter¬ 
ans of wars that deserve this level 
of recognition, such as members 
of the Tuskegee Airmen, a World 
War II aviation unit comprising 
blacks, and of the 442nd Infantry 
Regiment, a World War II unit of 
Japanese Americans that went 



Benavidez 


on to become the most decorated 
in military history for its size and 
length of service. 

“There’s so many others,” he 
said. “In every state, you can 
go find three or four incredible 
heroes.” 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Army reservist wins goid 
in shooting event in Peru 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

An American soldier won gold in the 
women’s 50-meter, three-position rifle 
shooting at the Pan American Games, 
making her a strong contender in the 2020 
Olympics. 

1st Lt. Sarah Beard, 28, an Army reserv¬ 
ist, came from behind to grab first place 
Sunday in the competition in Lima, Peru. 
Teammate Ginny Thrasher won bronze, 
putting two American women on the 
podium. 

“Excited for a first place today,” Beard, 
a Danville, Ind. native, wrote on her Face- 
book page. “Ups and downs, but taking in 
all the lessons that come along with it. Also 
congrats to Ginny Thrasher for bronze. 
Mission accomplished.” 

Contestants shot a 5.56 mm rifle from 
prone, standing and kneeling positions at 
targets 50 meters away. 

Beard started strong in the qualifying 
round, nailing a perfect 400 score in the 
prone, and moved on to the finals with the 
second-best score behind Puerto Rico’s 
Yarimar Mercado. 

In the finals. Beard dropped to third 
place after the kneeling portion, then re¬ 
bounded to second place after shooting 
from the prone position. In the standing 


Excited for 
a first piace 
today.... Aiso 
congrats to 
Ginny Thrasher 
for bronze. 
Mission 


position, she battled Cuba’s Eglys De La 
Cruz in a tight match. 

Beard’s 454.9 score bested De La Cruz 
by 0.7 points. 

, Beard’s win 

last year in the 
Championship 
of the Ameri¬ 
cas had already 
landed her a 
spot, known as 
a quota place, 
in next year’s 
Olympics, 
which will be 
accompiished. ' held in Tokyo. 

U.S. Army 1st Lt. ^ 

Sarah Beard open two quota 
gold medal winner places in the 
event. Thrasher 
seized one with 
her third-place finish, and silver medalist 
De La Cruz took the other. 

“A bronze medal has never felt so much 
like gold to me,” Thrasher said in a state¬ 
ment. “Any day I can represent my coun¬ 
try on the podium is a great day, and being 
able to win a quota for Team USA to com¬ 
pete in Tokyo is an achievement I’m proud 
of.” 


left 



U.S. Army photos 

U.S. Army 1st Lt. Sarah Beard, center, stands with silver medalist Eglys De La Cruz, 
left, of Cuba and bronze medalist Ginny Thrasher, her U.S. teammate, at the 2019 
Pan American Games in Lima, Peru. 



Beard, left, of 
the U.S. Army 
Marksmanship 
Unit, fires in 
the kneeling 
position next 
to Thrasher 
during the 
Women’s 
50-meter, 
three-position 
rifle finals at 
the games. 


Marine admits to punching Tokyo taxi driver 

By Caitlin Doornbos 
AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 


TOKYO — A 21-year-old Marine who 
punched a taxi driver in Shinjuku in May 
pleaded guilty Tuesday in Tokyo District 
Court to a charge of bodily injury. 

Lance Cpl. Kahsai Tyree Hill, assigned 
to 3rd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, ad¬ 
mitted to punching a 24-year-old taxi driv¬ 
er in the face on May 25 that left a bruise 
that required “two weeks’ medical treat¬ 
ment,” according to prosecutors. 

When the judge asked Hill through an 
interpreter whether the allegations in the 
charge were accurate. Hill said, “I believe 
everything to be true.” 

Prosecutors said the incident happened 
while Hill was sightseeing in Tokyo with 
fellow Marines. Though his regiment is 
based at Camp Lejeune, N.C., Hill was re¬ 
siding at Marine Corps Combined Arms 
Training Center Camp Fuji, which regu¬ 
larly hosts stateside Marines for training 
exercises. 

Hill and his friends spent the evening 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — In new video and 
audio released Monday, an Iranian Revo¬ 
lutionary Guard officer is heard telling a 
British warship not to interfere or put their 
“life in danger” as the paramilitary force, 
using speedboats and a helicopter, seized 
a U.K.-flagged commercial vessel in the 
Strait of Hormuz earlier this month. 

The video includes a shot apparently 


of May 24 eating and drinking in Tokyo’s 
Shinjuku ward until 11:30 p.m., when the 
group returned to their Tokyo hotel, prose¬ 
cutors said in court Tuesday. Hill later left 
the hotel to walk around Shinjuku. 

U.S. Forces Japan imposes a 1 to 5 a.m. 
curfew on all servicemembers grades E-5 
and below. About 5:40 a.m.. Hill became 
lost, according to prosecutors. That’s when 
he got in the taxi, but the driver did not un¬ 
derstand where Hill wanted to be taken. 
He then took Hill to the Shinjuku Washing¬ 
ton Hotel, which was not where Hill was 
staying. 

Hill got out of the cab without paying 
his $7.40 fare, and the driver parked his 
car and chased after him saying, “Money, 
please,” prosecutors said. When Hill saw 
him approach, he punched the driver on 
the left side of his face and left the scene. 
The driver then called police. 

Hill sat respectfully in his jail-issued 
white T-shirt and gray sweatpants through¬ 
out the court proceedings — his first since 
his May arrest. He clasped his hands in his 
lap, listening intently to the court transla¬ 
tor while seated in the defendant’s chair. 


filmed on the day of the July 19 incident 
from above the British warship. Foxtrot 
236, that was in the vicinity of the U.K.- 
flagged Stena Impero, showing the British 
navy unable to prevent Iran’s seizure of the 
ship in the critical waterway. It also offers 
new glimpses into the tense exchange that 
took place between the British navy and 
the Iranian Guard during the seizure. 

The Stena Impero was seized as it transit¬ 
ed the Strait of Hormuz, which lies between 


Prosecutors on Tuesday said they are 
considering three additional charges 
against Hill. Police allege that he harmed 
other people while fleeing the scene of the 
attack on the taxi driver. 

On July 4, the Tokyo Metropolitan Po¬ 
lice Department also recommended Hill 
be charged with attempted murder of a 19- 
year-old female Japan Self-Defense Force 
official inside a Shibuya restaurant, a po¬ 
lice spokeswoman told Stars and Stripes at 
the time. The rules of her job do not allow 
the spokeswoman to be named. 

Police accused Hill of putting his right 
arm around the JSDF servicemember’s 
neck and squeezing until she fainted, fell 
to the floor and broke a bone in her face, 
the spokeswoman said. Police allege Hill 
attacked the woman after the earlier 
assaults. 

Hill was not sentenced Tuesday on the 
bodily injury charge. He is due back in 
court on Sept. 26. His lawyer declined to 
comment on the case. 


doornbos.caitlin(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
kusumoto.hana(I>stripes.com 
Twitter: diHanaKusumoto 


Iran and Oman. The narrow waterway is 
of critical importance to the world’s ener¬ 
gy supplies because one-fifth of all global 
crude exports passes through it. 

Tensions in the strait have soared as 
Iran faces economic pressures from Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s decisions to with¬ 
draw the U.S. from Iran’s nuclear deal 
with world powers and impose sanctions 
targeting Iranian oil exports, among other 
key industries. 


Missing sailor 
declared dead 

By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — The USS Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln sailor who was reported over¬ 
board earlier this month has been declared 
dead. Navy officials said Wednesday. 

Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Slayton Saldana, 
an aviation electron¬ 
ics technician from 
Helicopter Sea Com¬ 
bat Squadron 5, was 
initially listed as duty 
status whereabouts 
unknown, the 5th 
Fleet said in a state¬ 
ment July 21. He had 
been reported over¬ 
board on July 17, and 
“extensive” search 
and rescue efforts ended on July 19. 

A Navy official who declined to be 
named confirmed that Saldana’s status 
was changed to “deceased,” in line with 
military policy. 

Saldana, a native of San Antonio, Texas, 
attended high school in Virginia and en¬ 
listed in the Navy in 2015, his father told 
San Antonio’s local NBC affiliate News 
S4SA. Saldana had served with the heli¬ 
copter squadron since 2018, USNI News 
reported. 

The Lincoln and its carrier strike group 
deployed from Norfolk, Va., in April. They 
are scheduled to circumnavigate the globe 
en route to their new homeport of San 
Diego as part of a three-carrier homeport 
swap with the USS Vinson and USS Sten- 
nis. The Lincoln’s deployment to 5th Fleet 
waters was rushed ahead in May when ten¬ 
sions escalated between the U.S. and Iran. 

karsten.joshua@stripes.com 


Video shows Iran’s Guard warning away UK warship 
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'You're not going to keep Baltimore down' 


Photos by Julio Cortez/AP 

A boy rides his bicycle Monday after volunteering to paint a mural outside the New Song Community Church in the Sandtown-Winchester 
section of Baltimore. The city was in the spotlight after a series of weekend tweets from the president. 

same sense of purpose, as he does 



Victor Toulson, 50, displays his patriotic shirt Monday outside the 
Sandtown-Winchester Senior Center. Toulson said he was not happy 
with President Donald Trump’s IVvitter comments over the weekend. 

and that she is “very proud” that 


Residents defend 
city after weekend 
tweets from Trump 

By Juana Summers 

AND Regina Garcia Cano 
Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — As Latoya 
Peoples painted a mural with 
high school-age students Mon¬ 
day in Baltimore, she was deter¬ 
mined not to let President Donald 
Trump’s recent tweets about the 
city “sink in too much.” 

Peoples was in Sandtown- 
Winchester, the West Baltimore 
neighborhood where Freddie 
Gray grew up years before his 
death in police custody in 2015 
prompted a racial uprising. 

Now Baltimore is in the spot¬ 
light again, this time because of 
the president’s recent attacks on 
Rep. Elijah Cummings, a power¬ 
ful Trump critic who has repre¬ 
sented Maryland in Congress for 
decades. Trump called the con¬ 
gressman’s district a “disgust¬ 
ing, rat and rodent infested mess” 
where “no human being would 
want to live.” 

While parts of Maryland’s 
7th Congressional District have 
struggled with poverty and crime, 
it also includes more affluent 
areas and Baltimore landmarks 
such as Johns Hopkins University 
and its hospital, the Social Secu¬ 
rity Administration and the Cen¬ 
ters for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services. Elsewhere are cultural 
touchstones like the Baltimore 
Museum of Art and the world- 
class Walters Art Museum. 

Residents of Maryland’s larg¬ 
est city say their home bears no 
resemblance to the place Trump 
described. 

“People think you can’t walk 
through here. It’s intimidating,” 
Peoples said. “It’s nothing like 
that.” 

Trump’s tweets paint an incom¬ 
plete picture of a sprawling dis¬ 
trict that spans Baltimore City and 
parts of surrounding counties. It 
has stretches of empty storefronts 
and boarded-up homes, as well as 
trendy neighborhoods dotted with 
manicured parks and restaurants. 
It also has Pimlico Race Course, 


which is home to the Preakness 
Stakes, the second jewel of horse¬ 
racing’s annual Triple Crown. 

Sari Garbis, who lives in Clarks¬ 
ville, more than 20 miles from 
Baltimore City, said her commu¬ 
nity is diverse and well-educated 


Cummings represents her. 

“You’re talking about a con¬ 
gressman that needs to represent 
very diverse interests,” Garbis 
said. “I believe that he represents 
my interests as well, and with the 


the people of Baltimore City. 

Clarksville is in Howard Coun¬ 
ty, which is routinely counted 
among the nation’s most affluent. 
So is Ellicott City, a historic mill 
town. As he stood outside a rec¬ 
reation center, longtime resident 
Mac Chrysskos said that nearby 
Baltimore has a crime problem 
that needs to be brought under 
control, but that attacks on the 
district were “totally uncalled for 
and totally unfair.” 

Cummings’ district, which is 
nearly 53% black, has a median 
household income of $60,929, 
though there is a sizable wealth 
gap between white and black 
residents. 

Few residents will deny that 
Baltimore has problems with vio¬ 
lent crime and drugs. The city’s 
murder rate has soared in recent 
years, with Baltimore recording 
more than 300 homicides in 2018, 
most from gunfire. Residents say 


those struggles have compounded 
over the years, owing to institu¬ 
tional segregation and neglect by 
the federal government. 

Residents are clear-eyed 
about the community’s chal¬ 
lenges but frustrated by Trump’s 
comments. 

Nancy 0. Greene, who has lived 
in Baltimore for 15 years, pointed 
to the thriving arts community in 
her neighborhood of Charles Vil¬ 
lage and throughout the district. 

“You’re not going to keep Bal¬ 
timore down,” she said. “Despite 
anything, people will come to¬ 
gether to defend the city. It has 
a rich history from Edgar Allan 
Poe, F. Scott Fitzgerald — you 
name it. ... You can’t say this city 
doesn’t have a lot going for it.” 

Other parts of the city are rep¬ 
resented by two other Democratic 
lawmakers: Reps. John Sarbanes 
and Dutch Ruppersberger. State¬ 
wide, Democrats outnumber Re¬ 
publicans 2 to 1. 



President’s rhetoric causes some female voters to recoil 


Associated Press 

BROOKFIELD, Wis. — Carol Evans 
approves of Donald Trump’s immigration 
policy. She gives him credit for the strong 
economy. But the Republican from the af¬ 
fluent Milwaukee suburbs of Waukesha 
County, a GOP bedrock in the state, just 
can’t commit to voting for the president 
next year like she did in 2016. 

“I just don’t like the way he talks about 
other people,” Evans, 79, a retired data 
entry supervisor, said recently as she 
walked through a shopping mall in Brook¬ 
field, Wis., days after Trump fired off a rac¬ 
ist tweet at Democratic congresswomen. 

The president’s recent return to racial 


politics may be aimed at rallying his base. 
But the risks of the strategy are glaring in 
conversations with women like Evans. 
Many professional, suburban women 

— a critical voting bloc in the 2020 election 

— recoil at the abrasive, divisive rhetoric, 
exposing the president to a potential wave 
of opposition in key battlegrounds. 

In more than three dozen interviews by 
The Associated Press with women in criti¬ 
cal suburbs, nearly all expressed dismay 

— or worse — at Trump’s racially polariz¬ 
ing insults and what was often described as 
unpresidential treatment of people. Even 
some who gave Trump credit for the econ¬ 
omy or backed his crackdown on immigra¬ 


tion acknowledged they were troubled or 
uncomfortable lining up behind him. 

The interviews in several suburbs are 
a warning light for the Republican presi¬ 
dent’s reelection campaign. Trump did not 
win a majority of female voters in 2016, but 
he won enough — notably winning white 
women by a roughly 10 percentage-point 
margin, according to the American Na¬ 
tional Election Studies survey. 

Since then, there are few signs Trump 
has expanded his support among women. 

Pollsters say it is difficult to measure 
whether female voters will count Trump’s 
behavior against him more than their male 
counterparts in 2020. But interviews with 


women reveal a clear discomfort with 
Trump’s character. It emerged again and 
again and was a consistent objection cited 
by women across the political spectrum. 

“I did not think it was going to be as bad 
as it is — definitely narcissism and sexism, 
but I did not think it was going to be as bad 
as it is,” said Kathy Barnes, 55, while shop¬ 
ping in the Denver suburb of conservative¬ 
leaning Lone Tree. “I am just ashamed to 
be an American right now.” 

Barnes left the Democratic Party years 
ago because she was open to voting Repub¬ 
lican, but now she is one of the reasons that 
Colorado, once a competitive swing state, 
has been slipping away from the GOP. 
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A Colonial honor guard leads members of the Virginia General Assembly from a commemorative meeting 
Tuesday at the recreated church on Jamestown Settlement on the 400th anniversary of the meeting of 
the original House of Burgess in Jamestown, Va. 


Black Virginia lawmakers boycott as 
Trump marks 400 years of democracy 


Associated Press 

JAMESTOWN, Va. — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump marked 
the 400th anniversary of the 
rise of American democracy on 
Tuesday by celebrating “four 
incredible centuries of history, 
heritage and commitment to the 
righteous cause of American 
self-government.” 

His speech in historic James¬ 
town played out against a back¬ 
drop of tension over his recent 
disparaging remarks about mi¬ 
nority members of Congress and 
was boycotted by black Virginia 
state legislators. 

In his remarks. Trump noted 
that 1619 also was the year the 
first enslaved Africans arrived in 
the colonies, saying, “We remem¬ 
ber every sacred soul who suf¬ 
fered the horrors of slavery and 
the anguish of bondage.” 

Trump described the rise of 
democracy in the New World as 
“truly a momentous occasion.” 


“Self-government in Virginia 
did not just give us a state we love 
— in a very true sense it gave us 
the country we love, the United 
States of America,” he said. 

His speech was interrupted by 
a protester, who stood up and held 
signs that read “deport hate” and 
“reunite my family.” The man was 
led out of the speech site as some 
members of the crowd chanted 
“Trump, Trump, Trump.” 

Ahead of his speech. Trump 
said the black legislators who an¬ 
nounced a boycott of the event 
were going “against their own 
people.” 

Trump claimed blacks “love the 
job” he’s doing and are “happy as 
hell” with his recent comments 
criticizing a m^ority black dis¬ 
trict in the Baltimore area and its 
congressman. 

In fact, blacks continue to be 
overwhelmingly negative in their 
assessments of the president’s 
performance. According to Gal¬ 
lup polling, approval among black 


Americans has hovered around 1 
in 10 over the course of Trump’s 
presidency, with 8% approving in 
June. 

A last-minute announcement 
that the president would partici¬ 
pate in the Jamestown commem¬ 
oration of the first representative 
assembly in the Western Hemi¬ 
sphere injected tension into an 
event years in the making. 

“The commemoration of the 
birth of this nation and its democ¬ 
racy will be tarnished unduly with 
the participation of the President, 
who continues to make degrad¬ 
ing comments toward minority 
leaders, promulgate policies that 
harm marginalized communities, 
and use racist and xenophobic 
rhetoric,” the black caucus said in 
a statement Monday. 

The anniversary comes at a 
time of heightened election-year 
partisanship in Virginia in the 
aftermath of political scandals 
that engulfed the state’s top three 
elected officials, all Democrats. 


Foe of public lands picked to oversee them 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A conser¬ 
vative lawyer and writer who 
argues for selling off the nation’s 
public lands is now in charge of 
a nearly quarter-billion acres 
in federally held rangeland and 
other wilderness. 

Interior Secretary David Bern¬ 
hardt on Monday signed an order 
making Wyoming native William 
Perry Pendley acting head of the 
Bureau of Land Management. 
The bureau manages nearly 250 
million acres of largely wild pub¬ 
lic lands and their minerals and 
other resources in vast holdings 
across the US. West. 

Pendley, a former midlevel In¬ 
terior appointee in the Reagan 
administration, for decades has 


championed ranchers and oth¬ 
ers in standoffs with the federal 
government over grazing and 
other uses of public lands. He has 
written books accusing federal 
authorities and environmental 
advocates of “tyranny” and “wag¬ 
ing war on the West.” 

He argued in a 2016 National 
Review article that the “Found¬ 
ing Fathers intended all lands 
owned by the federal government 
to be sold.” 

The Interior Department ap¬ 
pointed Pendley as the policy 
director at BLM, which manages 
one out of every 10 acres in the 
United States and 30% of the 
nation’s minerals, in mid-July. 
It confirmed his appointment as 
acting head Monday night. 

A conservation group called 


Pendley an “ideological zealot” 
and pointed to the federal agency’s 
announcement earlier this month 
that it planned to move the BLM’s 
headquarters from Washington 
and disperse the headquarters 
staff among Western states. 

Pendley’s “ascending to the 
top of BLM just as it is being re¬ 
organized strongly suggests the 
administration is positioning it¬ 
self to liquidate our shared pub¬ 
lic lands,” said Phil Hanceford, 
conservation director for The 
Wilderness Society conservation 
advocacy group. 

Interior spokeswoman Molly 
Block denied the accusation, say¬ 
ing in an email, “This Admin¬ 
istration has been clear that we 
are not interested in transferring 
public lands.” 


Experience of 
Intel director 
pick in question 


By Eric Tucker, 

Mary Clare Jalonick 
AND Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s pick for national 
intelligence director has been 
mayor of a small Texas city, a 
federal prosecutor and a member 
of Congress. But questions were 
already emerging Monday about 
whether those qualifications are 
adequate for the position as the na¬ 
tion confronts threats that include 
foreign election interference. 
North Korea’s nuclear ambitions 
and the risk of war with Iran. 

Republican Rep. John Ratcliffe 
is also known as a Trump loyalist, 
which makes his lack of relevant 
experience even more striking at 
a time when current and former 
government officials expect Rus¬ 
sia to look to interfere in the 2020 
presidential election just as it did 
in unprecedented fashion when 
Trump first ran. 

“Ratcliffe comes to the job with 
the least national security expe¬ 
rience and the most partisan po¬ 
litical experience of any previous 
director of national intelligence,” 
said Michael Morell, a former 
acting CIA director who now 
hosts the “Intelligence Matters” 
podcast. 

The director of national intelli¬ 
gence has oversight of the nation’s 
17 intelligence agencies, a signifi¬ 
cant job touching all corners of 
national security policymaking. If 
confirmed, Ratcliffe would be the 
principal intelligence adviser to 
Trump, who has appeared deter¬ 
mined to surround himself with 
vocal protectors and defenders 
even in national security positions 
that haven’t historically been per¬ 
ceived as overtly partisan. 

It is unclear what specific expe¬ 
rience Ratcliffe will bring in help¬ 
ing thwart foreign government 
efforts to interfere in American 
politics. Also unknown is wheth¬ 
er skepticism he has voiced in 
Congress about special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation 
into ties between Russia and the 
Trump campaign will affect his 
preparation for, or response to, 
any foreign influence or cyberat¬ 
tacks on campaigns. 

Ratcliffe, who was among the 
most aggressive Republican 
questioners of Mueller at public 
hearings last week, would replace 
outgoing director Dan Coats at a 
time of broader reshuffling with¬ 
in the national security leader¬ 
ship structure. 

“It’s a moment when Donald 
Trump can deepen his personal 
stranglehold over the intelli¬ 
gence function and knock out any 
voices of dissent to his particu¬ 
lar worldview,” said Democratic 


Rep. Jamie Raskin, of Maryland. 
“That’s a scary thing for the 
country.” 

Coats, who will step down next 
month, repeatedly clashed with 
Trump. He was publicly steadfast 
about his conviction that Rus¬ 
sia had interfered in the election 
even in the face of the president’s 
ambivalence. He appeared to 
scoff when told in an interview 
that Trump had invited Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir Putin to 
Washington. And in his resigna¬ 
tion letter, he cited as an accom¬ 
plishment the appointment of an 
election security executive “to 
support the whole-of-govemment 
effort to address threats against 
our election.” 

Tensions with Trump notwith¬ 
standing, Coats did bring to the 
job decades of Washington expe¬ 
rience, including lengthy stints 
as an Indiana congressman and 
US. ambassador to Germany. 
His predecessor in the Obama 
administration, James Clapper, 
spent decades in the military and 
in intelligence, including as di¬ 
rector of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency. 

Ratcliffe does not have equiva¬ 
lent credentials, though his sup¬ 
porters are likely to point to his 
experience as a prosecutor as 
well as his recent membership on 
the House Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee, which he joined in January. 

Ratcliffe was first elected to 
Congress in 2014, and his experi¬ 
ence as top federal prosecutor in 
east Texas gave him instant clout 
when Republicans ran the Judi¬ 
ciary panel. He was one of the 
main questioners when Repub¬ 
licans hauled in Justice Depart¬ 
ment officials to question them 
about whether they were biased 
against Trump in the early days 
of the FBI’s Russia probe. 

Several Republicans on the in¬ 
telligence panel said they didn’t 
know Ratcliffe and would wait to 
meet with him. “I’m open on this,” 
said Missouri Sen. Roy Blunt. 

Maine Sen. Susan Collins, a 
critical swing vote for the GOP 
who sits on the panel, said the job 
is very important to her because 
she co-wrote the legislation that 
created it 15 years ago. She said 
she had never heard of Ratcliffe 
before last week, so she couldn’t 
comment on his qualifications, 
but she said she cares deeply 
“about having an independent, 
well-qualified individual in that 
post.” 

Democrats were immedi¬ 
ately critical. The committee’s 
top Democrat, Sen. Mark War¬ 
ner of Virginia, said Ratcliffe’s 
questioning at the Mueller hear¬ 
ings “raises huge questions in 
my mind” about his ability to be 
independent. 
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Docs worry about insurers' influence over care 



John Bazemore/AP 


A request by Kim Lauerman for coverage of a drug to help prevent 
infections and fever during chemotherapy for her ovarian cancer was 
denied by her insurer until after she became more ill. 


By Tom Murphy 

Associated Press 

After Kim Lauerman was di¬ 
agnosed with ovarian cancer, 
doctors wanted to give her a drug 
that helps prevent infections and 
fever during chemotherapy. Her 
insurer said no. 

Anthem Blue Cross told Lauer¬ 
man the drug wasn’t necessary. 
She eventually got it after an in¬ 
fection landed her in the hospital, 
but that led to another problem: 
She ended up missing several 
chemo sessions. 

Doctors say they worry about 
the growing influence insur¬ 
ers have over patient care. Some 
are finding that they need more 
approvals from insurance com¬ 
panies for routine things like 
medical scans or some prescrip¬ 
tions, which can postpone care 
for a few days or even weeks. 

Insurers say advances in medi¬ 
cal care are prompting them to 
review more cases before decid¬ 
ing on coverage. They say the 
checks are not meant to delay 


or stifle care, and they see them 
as a way to talk to doctors about 
the best approach and to guard 
against unnecessary treatment. 

“It’s not the end of the con¬ 
versation,” said Kristine Grow, 
a spokeswoman for the insurer 
trade group America’s Health In¬ 
surance Plans. 


Stuck in the middle are patients 
who may wind up with breaks in 
treatment. Those interruptions 
can stir anxiety and, in some 
cases, influence the success of 
their care. Lauerman worries 
her advanced cancer may return 
because her treatment was cut 
short. 


Doctors wanted her to get 
chemotherapy and the drug Ne- 
upogen to boost infection-fight¬ 
ing white blood cells. But they 
had to end the second round of 
chemo early after she developed 
an infection. Lauerman, 57, of Al¬ 
pharetta, Ga., also had surgery 
and now gets regular scans and 
blood work to check whether her 
cancer has returned. 

Federal privacy laws prevent 
Anthem from commenting on 
Lauerman’s case. But spokes¬ 
woman Lori McLaughlin said 
the insurer does cover Neupo- 
gen. That decision can depend 
on several factors, including the 
patient’s health, the treatment 
plan and guidelines from cancer 
groups, she said. 

No independent research tracks 
how frequently insurance issues 
delay or curtail care nationally, 
but doctors say they’ve seen a 
marked increase in difficulties 
over the last few years. 

Dr. Ray Page said more than 
90% of his patients need an in¬ 
surer’s approval before he does 


a positron emission tomography, 
or PET, scan to try to figure out 
where cancer has spread. The 
Fort Worth, Texas, doctor said 
his patients rarely had to wait for 
such approvals five years ago. 

“That patient is putting their 
life in my hands, and they need 
to be able to trust me,” he said. 
“When you have these outside 
interferences telling me I can 
do this and I can’t do that... that 
very quickly erodes the trust.” 

Dr. Barbara McAneny said 
insurer-created delays have be¬ 
come common in many types of 
cancer care except for routine 
follow-up visits. That includes 
people waiting for pain medica¬ 
tion prescriptions. 

“When patients have chronic 
pain and you make them go with¬ 
out their pain medication for sev¬ 
eral days... waiting for the wheels 
of insurance companies to turn, it 
is cruel,” said the Albuquerque, 
N.M.-based oncologist and for¬ 
mer president of the American 
Medical Association. 


President, Democrats make progress on new trade pact 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Congressional Dem¬ 
ocrats appear to be moving from “no way” 
to “maybe” on President Donald Trump’s 
rewrite of a trade pact with Canada and 
Mexico. 

House Democrats have met four times 
with U.S. Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer, most recently on Friday, and 
both sides say they are making progress 
toward a deal that would clear the way for 
Congress to approve Trump’s U.S.-Mexi- 
co-Canada Agreement, or USMCA. 

Democratic Rep. Earl Blumenauer, of 
Oregon, who heads a House subcommittee 
on trade, declared a couple of months ago 
that there was “no way” Democrats and 
the administration could bridge their dif¬ 
ferences. Lately, he’s reconsidered. 

“In the course of the last two months, we 
have seen significant progress,” Blume¬ 
nauer said. 

Negotiators so far have not offered de¬ 


tails on where they’re making progress. 
Democrats want the agreement to include 
stronger protections for workers and the 
environment. They also are seeking to jet¬ 
tison a provision they see as a giveaway to 
big pharmaceutical companies. 

Talks could still fall apart. Meetings be¬ 
tween congressional staffers and officials 
from Lighthizer’s office during Congress’ 
August recess could prove critical. House 
Democrats working on USMCA will sub¬ 
mit text next week to the administration 
“memorializing the concrete and detailed 
proposals that we have made.” 

They called on the administration to do 
the same. 

“It is time for the administration to 
present its proposals and to show its com¬ 
mitment to passing the new NAFTA and 
delivering on its own promises,” the Dem¬ 
ocratic lawmakers said. 

Supporters of USMCA are pushing 
for a deal before the 2020 election cam- 



SuSAN Walsh/AP 


House Democrats have met four times 
with U.S. Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer, above, on efforts to rewrite a 
U.S. trade pact with Canada and Mexico. 

paign heats up, which could make it 
harder for Democrats and Republicans to 
compromise. 

A senior administration official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity to dis¬ 


cuss internal deliberations, said there was 
growing optimism within the administra¬ 
tion about USMCA’s prospects amid signs 
that House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was will¬ 
ing to work toward a compromise. 

“The smart money in Washington is 
that USMCA will pass this fall following 
a bargain,” said Daniel Ujczo, a lawyer 
with Dickinson Wright in Columbus, Ohio, 
who specializes in North American trade. 
“However, it is just as likely that we will be 
in a ‘bump and blame’ scenario where the 
president can blame Speaker Pelosi and 
Speaker Pelosi can blame the president.” 

By ratifying the agreement. Congress 
could lift uncertainty over the future of 
U.S. commerce with its No. 2 (Canada) 
and No. 3 (Mexico) trading partners and 
give the U.S. economy a modest boost. U.S. 
farmers are especially eager to make sure 
their exports to Canada and Mexico con¬ 
tinue uninterrupted. 


Trump pardons 5, commutes sentences for 2 in wide range of cases 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has pardoned five 
men convicted of crimes includ¬ 
ing theft, fraud and drug traffick¬ 
ing, in addition to commuting the 


sentences of two others. 

The president commuted the 
sentences of Ted Suhl, who was 
convicted of bribery related to 
Medicaid fraud, and Ronen Nah- 
mani, a Florida man convicted of 


selling synthetic marijuana. 

The White House said the Flor¬ 
ida man has five young children 
and that his wife is suffering from 
terminal cancer. 

Trump’s clemency actions 


to date have tended to focus on 
household names and conserva¬ 
tives, including champion boxer 
Jack Johnson, former Arizona 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio, conservative 
commentator Dinesh D’Souza 


and media mogul Conrad Black. 

He also freed Alice Johnson, 
who was serving life without pa¬ 
role for drug offenses, after her 
case was championed by reality 
star Kim Kardashian West. 
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Event organizers react to attack 



Photos by Noah Berger/AP 


Vendor booths line Christmas Hill Park on Monday in Gilroy, Calif., the site of a shooting the day before 
at a festival that included a perimeter fence, metal detectors, a bag search and police patrols. 


Experts advise 
all to review their 
emergency plans 

By Stefanie Dazio 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Event or¬ 
ganizers should review their 
emergency plans after the deadly 
shooting at a California food fes¬ 
tival to see if they can make addi¬ 
tional safety improvements as the 
peak of summer and fair season 
brings open-air environments 
that are difficult to secure, law 
enforcement experts said. 

The weekend shooting at the 
Gilroy Garlic Festival left three 
dead — including two children 

— and a dozen wounded at the 
famous three-day event that at¬ 
tracts more than 100,000 people 
annually to the agricultural com¬ 
munity in Northern California. 

The festival included a perim¬ 
eter fence, metal detectors, a bag 
search and police patrols. Despite 
those measures, Santino William 
Legan, 19, cut through the fence 
and, wielding a rifle, opened fire 
before three officers — in less 
than a minute — fatally shot him, 
preventing additional casualties. 

“Anytime you put on a large 
event with a lot of people you’re 
always concerned, which is why 
we try to run a very tight, closed 
event where there’s, you know, 
controlled access,” Gilroy Police 
Chief Scot Smithee said at a news 
conference Monday. “Do we think 
about how we’re going to respond 
if something were to happen? I 
would say the answer is yes.” 

Experts ticked off a list of ideal 
precautions: a perimeter fence 

— or even two — with roving 


police patrols, as well as drones, 
security cameras, social media 
monitoring, bag checks, metal 
detectors, limited points of entry 
and an “overwatch” police unit 
that monitors the event from a 
high perch. 

Recommendations for an over¬ 
watch position and securing 
beyond the site of the event are 
similar to suggested improve¬ 
ments after another deadly festi¬ 
val shooting. In 2017, a gunman 
on the 32nd floor of a hotel fired 
into a crowd and killed 58 people 
in Las Vegas. A review recom¬ 
mended securing high-rise build¬ 
ings overlooking open-air venues, 
not just the festivals themselves. 

“It’s not just OK to secure your 
perimeter and think you’re safe,” 
Michael Downing, a former Los 
Angeles Police Department dep¬ 
uty chief, said. 

Still, officials said first respond¬ 
ers and event coordinators need 
to balance safety concerns, costs 


Just because it’s a 
family-friendly event 
doesn’t mean that 
something bad can’t 
happen. ^ 

Brian Higgins 

former Bergen County, N.J., 
police chief 


and a welcoming atmosphere for 
visitors, noting that eventgoers 
likely do not want to be subjected 
to extensive screening with X-ray 
machines and metal detectors. 

“You obviously can’t do an 
event that is set up like an inter¬ 
national airport,” said Sheriff 
Tony Spurlock, of Douglas Coun¬ 
ty, Colo., where the annual county 
fair is being held this week. “It’s 
not the kind of environment that 


we would set up magnetometers 
at every entrance.” 

Brian Higgins, a former Ber¬ 
gen County, N. J., police chief, said 
controlling an event’s perimeter 
through technology and police is 
key to safety. Although a long line 
of people at a single point of entry 
can pose its own target, limited 
access means law enforcement 
can more easily see who is com¬ 
ing in and out — and with what. 

“Just because it’s a family- 
friendly event doesn’t mean that 
something bad can’t happen,” 
Higgins said. 

Experts praised the Gilroy Po¬ 
lice Department’s precautionary 
efforts and quick response, not¬ 
ing that law enforcement there 
had taken many critical steps. 

“If somebody’s that determined 
to do something that terrible, it’s 
going to be hard to stop them,” 
said Soraya Sutherlin, of Los An¬ 
geles-based Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Safety Partners. 


Calif, town defiant as it grieves in wake of shooting 



Derrick Smith, left, embraces Sara Sakamoto during a vigil for 
victims of Sunday’s deadly shooting in Gilroy. 


Associated Press 

GILROY, Calif — Only a few 
days ago, Gilroy was known for 
one thing: garlic. The rural com¬ 
munity near San Francisco lived 
and breathed the prized, pungent 
crop. 

Now it’s the site of the latest 
American mass shooting. 

On Sunday evening, a 19-year- 
old gunman with apparent white 
supremacist views slipped into 
the annual Gilroy Garlic Festi¬ 
val and unloaded an assault-style 
weapon before police shot him to 
death. 

On Monday night, hundreds 
of residents held a candlelight 
vigil to mourn a 6-year-old boy, a 
13-year-old girl and a New York 
college graduate who were slain. 
Twelve others were injured. 

As they raised votive candles, 
long tapers or tea lights, they also 
raised their spirits in the defiant 
cry of “Gilroy Strong.” 

A sign reading the same under¬ 
neath an American flag covered 
in two garlic cloves hung from the 
front of the stage. 


“We cannot let the bastard that 
did this tear us down,” Mayor Ro¬ 
land Velasco declared to cheers. 

It was the cry heard so often 
after shootings at schools, parks, 
movie theaters, nightclubs and 
festivals around the country. 

The shooter, Santino William 
Legan, legally purchased the 
semi-automatic assault rifle this 
month in Nevada, where his last 


address is listed. He would have 
been barred from buying it in 
California, which restricts fire¬ 
arms purchases to people over 21. 
In Nevada, the age limit is 18. 

While authorities sought a mo¬ 
tive for the killings, they noted that 
he had posted white supremacist 
views. He urged his Instagram 
followers to read a 19th-century 
book popular with white suprem¬ 


acists online. It appeared with a 
photo of Smokey Bear in front of 
a “fire danger” sign. 

Legan also complained about 
overcrowding towns and pav¬ 
ing open space to make room for 
“hordes” of Latinos and Silicon 
Valley whites. Legan’s since-de¬ 
leted Instagram account says he 
is Italian and Iranian. 

The youngest victim, Stephen 
Romero, described by his grand¬ 
mother as a kind, happy and play¬ 
ful kid, had just celebrated his 6th 
birthday in June at Legoland in 
Southern California. 

Also killed was Keyla Salazar, 
13, from San Jose. The teen was 
eating ice cream with family 
members when they heard gun¬ 
shots and began to flee, said her 
aunt, Katiuska Vargas. 

The teen stayed back to keep 
pace with a relative who uses a 
cane, Vargas said. 

The oldest victim killed was 
Trevor Irby, 25, a biology m^or 
who graduated in 2017 from 
Keuka College in upstate New 
York. 


Police: Fatal 
NY shootout 
might be 
gang-related 

By Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A shootout that 
left one man dead and 11 people 
wounded at a Brooklyn communi¬ 
ty festival over the weekend may 
have been gang-related, the New 
York Police Department said 
Monday as the hunt continued for 
at least two gunmen. 

Several victims of the shooting 
late Saturday had gang histories, 
including the man who was killed. 
Chief of Detectives Dermot Shea 
said. But “whether or not that 
played any role” has not been de¬ 
termined, Shea said. 

Commissioner James O’Neill 
said police are looking at the pos¬ 
sibility of gang involvement in 
part because gang violence ac¬ 
counts for about half the shoot¬ 
ings in that area of the city. 

The neighborhood, Browns¬ 
ville, had a violent crime rate last 
year that was more than double 
the citywide average. It is one of 
six areas receiving special atten¬ 
tion from the police department 
to drive down crime. 

Brownsville’s annual Old Tim¬ 
ers Day event, a two-day block 
party featuring musical perfor¬ 
mances from former residents 
and current local talent, was com¬ 
ing to a close and the crowd was 
dispersing when gunfire erupted 
in a playground at the recreation 
center where it was being held. 

Jason Pagan, 38, died of a gun¬ 
shot wound to the head. He was 
a member of the Bloods gang. 
Shea said, adding that it wasn’t 
yet clear if he was a target of the 
shooting. 

“We still don’t have who was 
shooting at who,” Shea said. 

Pagan, who police said lived 
about five blocks from the park, 
was released on parole in Janu¬ 
ary after more than two years in 
prison on a weapons charge. 

Six men and five women be¬ 
tween ages 21 and 55 were hospi¬ 
talized with gunshot wounds. One 
person who was listed in critical 
condition is now in serious condi¬ 
tion, Shea said. 

No arrests have been made. Po¬ 
lice said they believed there were 
at least two gunmen. One gun was 
recovered at the scene. 

Asked at a news conference 
Monday how many suspects were 
being sought. Shea said police 
“will look for as many as were 
involved,” adding that authorities 
have received several tips from 
community members. 

New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio said the event was an “ex¬ 
ample of everything good about 
the Brownsville community” 
and decried the shooting as a 
“tragedy.” 

O’Neill said more than 100 po¬ 
lice officers were on duty at the 
festival and quickly jumped into 
action when the shooting started. 

He said police will review se¬ 
curity procedures for the festival 
and other events in the city and 
make changes where necessary. 
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Puerto Ricans anxious for new ieader amid crisis 



Brandon Cruz Gonzalez/AP 


Women with drums protest outside the Department of Justice on Monday in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, where the Puerto Rican governor’s resignation has led to politicai turmoil. 


By Danica Goto 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The unprec¬ 
edented resignation of Puerto Rico’s gov¬ 
ernor after days of massive, islandwide 
protests has thrown the US. territory into 
a full-blown political crisis. 

Less than four days before Gov. Ricardo 
Rossello steps down, no one knows who will 
take his place. Justice Secretary Wanda 
Vazquez, his constitutional successor, said 
Sunday that she didn’t want the job. The 
next in line would be Education Secretary 
Eligio Hernandez, a largely unknown bu¬ 
reaucrat with little political experience. 

Rossello’s party says it wants him to 
nominate a successor before he steps 
down, but Rossello has said nothing about 
his plans, time is running out and some on 
the island are even talking about the need 
for more federal control over a territory 
whose finances are already overseen from 
Washington. 

Rossello resigned following nearly two 
weeks of daily protests in which hundreds 
of thousands of Puerto Ricans took to the 
streets, mounted horses and jet skis, orga¬ 
nized a twerkathon and came up with other 
creative ways to demand his ouster. 

On Monday afternoon, hundreds of peo¬ 
ple gathered in front of the Department of 
Justice building to demand that Vazquez 
resign before becoming the island’s next 


governor. Under normal circumstances, 
Rossello’s successor would be the territo¬ 
ry’s secretary of state, but veteran politi¬ 
cian Luis Rivera Marin resigned from that 
post on July 13 as part of the scandal that 
toppled the governor. 

The crowd marched in a large circle, 
banging pots and drums and clutching 
Puerto Rican flags as they yelled: “You 
didn’t do your job, Wanda Vazquez. Go to 
hell!” 

Among the protesters was psychologist 


and yoga teacher Lourdes Soler Muniz, 
who also protested almost every day be¬ 
fore Rossello resigned. 

“The people have the power. They are 
our employees,” she said, referring to 
government officials. “We’re not going to 
stop. I am 56 years old and I’m not growing 
tired. Imagine what the young people are 
capable of” 

Vazquez, 59, a prosecutor who worked as 
a district attorney and was later director 
of the Office for Women’s Rights, does not 


have widespread support among Puerto 
Ricans. Many have criticized her for not 
being aggressive enough in investigating 
cases involving members of the party that 
she and Rossello belong to and of not prior¬ 
itizing gender violence as justice secretary. 
She also has been accused of not pursuing 
the alleged mismanagement of supplies for 
victims of Hurricane Maria. 

Facing a new wave of protests, Vazquez 
tweeted Sunday that she had no desire to 
succeed Rossello. 

“I have no interest in the governor’s of¬ 
fice,” she wrote. “I hope the governor nom¬ 
inates a secretary of state before Aug. 2.” 

If a secretary of state is not nominated 
before Rossello resigns, Vazquez would 
automatically become the new governor. 
She would then have the power to nomi¬ 
nate a secretary of state or she could reject 
being governor, in which case the constitu¬ 
tion states the treasury secretary would be 
next in line. 

However, Treasury Secretary Francisco 
Pares is 31 years old, and the constitution 
dictates a governor has to be at least 35. 
In that case, the governorship would go to 
Hernandez, who replaced former Educa¬ 
tion Secretary Julia Keleher. She resigned 
in April and was arrested on July 10 on 
federal corruption charges. She has plead¬ 
ed not guilty. 

Hernandez has not been clear on wheth¬ 
er he would accept becoming governor. 


Thousands of ’would-be Cuban 
immigrants’ plans put on hold 



Ben Raines, AL.com/AP 


The remains of the Clotilda, the last slave ship documented to have delivered captive 
Africans to the United States, lie on the Alabama Gulf Coast. 

Ala. files federal ownership claim 
for wreckage of last US slave ship 


Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Alabama has 
filed a federal court claim to ownership 
of the wreckage of the last ship known to 
bring enslaved people from Africa to the 
US., a move the archaeologist who helped 
find the ship says will bolster protection of 
the site. 

The so-called admiralty claim presented 
by Alabama in federal court asks a judge 
to declare the state the true owner of the 
Clotilda, which was discovered earlier this 
year in state waters. The claim, which was 
filed Friday, also seeks to ensure that the 
Alabama Historical Commission has the 
exclusive right to the site. 

The historical commission said in a 
statement that the action is an attempt to 
prevent salvagers from disturbing the ship 
or taking artifacts from it. 

James Delgado, a maritime archaeolo¬ 


gist who helped lead the team that found 
and verified the wreck as that of the Clo¬ 
tilda, said Monday that the state is taking 
appropriate action and called the court 
step “another tool in the historic preserva¬ 
tion toolbox.” 

“This wreck is nationally important, for 
the events that took place on it and for its 
association with the very long and terrible 
trade in human lives,” Delgado said. 

Decades after the United States banned 
the importation of slaves, an Alabama plan¬ 
tation owner made a wager that he could 
bring a shipload of people from Africa to 
the United States. In 1860, the Clotilda 
smuggled more than 100 enslaved people to 
the US. The ship was then taken into delta 
waters and burned to avoid detection. 

The captives were freed after the Civil 
War. Unable to return to Africa, they 
settled a community that’s still called 
Africatown. 


By Gisela Salomon 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — Mary Sardinas had prepared 
a room in her Miami house for the arrival 
of her son from Cuba. He’d sold his home 
and left his job thinking he’d soon be living 
in the United States. That was two years 
ago and he’s still in Cuba. 

Sardinas is among thousands of Cubans 
living in the United States whose hopes of 
reuniting with family members have been 
put on hold since September 2017, when 
the Trump administration pulled most of 
its embassy staff out of Cuba in response to 
a mysterious illness that struck at least two 
dozen diplomats or their relatives. 

“We’ve been waiting for two years,” said 
Sardinas, 60, who came to Florida in 2015. 
“Why can’t we live as a family? What does 
he have to do? Dive in (the sea) and risk his 
life?” she asked. 

Her son, Jorge Luis Carrera Sardinas, 
41, had passed his final interview for the 
permit and was just waiting to go to the 
embassy to receive it. 

For most of the decades after the 1959 
revolution led by Fidel Castro, Cubans 
fleeing the communist-governed island 
enjoyed unique immigration privileges, 
including an almost certain path to legal 
residence once they touched U.S. territory. 

The U.S. government’s Cuban Family 
Reunification Parole Program remains in 
place, but there are no consular officials on 
the island to process the cases, and author¬ 
ities haven’t announced any other place 
where the paperwork can be filed, though 
other sorts of visas can be handled in coun¬ 
tries such as Colombia or Guyana. 

It’s also not clear when the diplomats 
might return. Officials still haven’t deter¬ 
mined what caused the diplomatic illness¬ 
es, though they have referred to them as 
“attacks.” And the Trump administration’s 
hard line both on Cuba’s communist gov¬ 


ernment and on immigration in general 
makes it unclear whether it wants to re¬ 
start the programs at all. 

The administration has suspended a 
political asylum program for Cubans, and 
tourism visas have fallen from a little over 
16,000 in 2017 to about 7,000 last year. 

Those visas are more restrictive too. As 
of March, they allow a single visit within 
a three-month period 
instead of multiple en¬ 
tries over five years. 
With the Havana con¬ 
sulate closed, Cubans 
have to travel to a third 
country to get one. 

“It all seems like a 
package of measures 
to put more pressure” 
on the Cuban gov- 


:>araiiias Duany, director of the 
Cuban Research Institute at Florida Inter¬ 
national University. “The collateral dam¬ 
age is that it makes hostages of Cubans 
who are trying to emigrate and cannot do 
so as they did in the past.” 

While the squeeze may please immi¬ 
gration hard-liners, some analysts say the 
shift carries a political risk for President 
Donald Trump. Florida — where many 
Cuban-Americans are based — is poten¬ 
tially crucial to an electoral college victory 
in the 2020 presidential race. 

“Many Cubans are not happy with the 
current policies,” said Andy Gomez, for¬ 
mer director of the Institute for Cuba and 
Cuban-American Studies at the University 
of Miami. Especially affected are those 
who arrived in recent decades and have 
closer family ties to the island than the Cu¬ 
bans who came immediately after Castro 
took power. 

“The majority of these Cubans, if they 
are squeezed further, may not vote for 
Trump in 2020,” he said in Spanish. 
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People console one another after a fatal shooting at a Walmart in Southaven, Miss., on Tuesday. 

Suspect wounded, arrested in 
fatal shooting at Miss. Walmart 


Hacking warning 
issued for newer 
small aircraft 


Associated Press 

SOUTHAVEN, Miss. — A gun¬ 
man fatally shot two people and 
wounded a police officer before 
he was shot and arrested Tuesday 
at a Walmart in northern Missis¬ 
sippi, authorities said. 

The gunman was shot by a 
Southaven Police officer and was 
hospitalized in unknown condi¬ 
tion, DeSoto County Sheriff Bill 
Rasco told WATN-TV. 

Both of the people who died 
Tuesday morning were Walmart 
employees, WREG-TV reported. 
One person was found dead in 
the store and another was found 
dead in the parking lot, WHBQ- 
TV reported. 

Baptist Memorial Hospital- 


St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

ST. LOUIS — Adam Smith said 
he and his 45-year-old sister have 
wondered all of their lives what 
their mother was keeping inside 
a cardboard box in her freezer. 
Early Sunday, the nearly 4-de- 
cade-old mystery took a turn that 
he describes as “crazy.” 

Smith began clearing out his 
mother’s belongings from the 
Clifton Heights apartment, where 
she had lived for more than 20 
years, after she died from lung 
cancer July 21 at 68. 

When he got to the box early 
Sunday, he took a picture of it 
and told his girlfriend that he was 
about to open it. 

He said he thought he would 
find the top of his mother’s first 
wedding cake. Or maybe some 
money, because she never had a 
bank account. Instead, he said he 
found a pink blanket and the mum¬ 
mified remains of a newborn. 

He called police. St. Louis ho¬ 
micide detectives are handling it 


DeSoto told WATN-TV the officer 
was hit in his bulletproof vest and 
not seriously injured. 

For customers and bystand¬ 
ers, the shooting turned a sleepy 
early morning into a panic at the 
Walmart Supercenter in South¬ 
aven, a suburb of Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Carlos Odom, 35, said he usual¬ 
ly goes to the Walmart to visit his 
cousin, who works there, and was 
leaving about 6:30 a.m. when he 
heard more than a dozen shots. 

“I just hear gunshots,” Odom 
said. “Pow. Pow. Pow. Pow. Pow.” 

“When the cops run into the 
Walmart, you hear more gun¬ 
shots,” Odom said. “After that, it 
stopped.” 


as a “suspicious death.” 

Meanwhile, Smith said he can’t 
stop trying to figure out who the 
baby is, and how it got there. He 
said he’s hoping an autopsy may 
bring him some answers, and he 
gave police a DNA sample after 
being questioned for two hours. 

“Even as she was on her death¬ 
bed, she never told me what was 
in that box,” he said. “That’s 
what makes me think maybe she 
did something to this baby and 
didn’t want to tell anyone because 
she was afraid she would get in 
trouble.” 

Ever since he discovered the 
child. Smith said, he’s been learn¬ 
ing more about his mother from 
family members. He was told 
she had a set of twins. One was 
stillborn and the other was given 
up for adoption. She had several 
marriages. 

Smith said he’s estranged from 
his father but contacted him 
through social media to report 
what he had found in the freezer. 


Odom said he ran out into the 
parking lot and later spoke by 
phone with his cousin, who told 
him one of the victims was an em¬ 
ployee, and the gunman worked 
there as well. 

A massive police presence 
surrounded the store Tuesday 
morning, with a large part of the 
parking lot blocked off by yel¬ 
low crime tape. Reporters saw 
employees gather in a circle and 
pray after the shooting as police 
continued to swarm the scene. 

“We’re still gathering details 
ourselves on everything that has 
happened,” Walmart spokesman 
Randy Hargrove said Tuesday 
morning. 


“He told me my mom was 
pregnant on their first date and 
that the next time he saw her, she 
wasn’t,” Smith said. 

Smith said he also remembers 
driving with his mother one day 
when he was only about 7 or 8 
years old and asking her why she 
seemed sad. 

“All I can remember is that 
she told me, ‘My oldest child 
would have been 21 today,”’ he 
recalled. “And that her name was 
Jennifer.” 

Smith said he moved in with 
his mother in recent years to take 
care of her. She suffered from 
pulmonary disease, diabetes and 
a host of other health problems 
and collected disability for most 
of her life, her son said. 

Smith said his mother moved 
four times to different apart¬ 
ments in south St. Louis. Every 
time she moved, the box moved 
with her, taking up about a quar¬ 
ter of every freezer she’s ever 
owned, he said. 


By Tami Abdollah 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
issued a security alert Tuesday 
for small planes, warning that 
modern flight systems are vul¬ 
nerable to hacking if someone 
manages to gain physical access 
to the aircraft. 

An alert from the DHS critical 
infrastructure computer emer¬ 
gency response team recom¬ 
mends that plane owners ensure 
they restrict unauthorized physi¬ 
cal access to their aircraft until 
the industry develops safeguards 
to address the issue, which was 
discovered by a Boston-based cy¬ 
bersecurity company and report¬ 
ed to the federal government. 

Most airports have security in 
place to restrict unauthorized ac¬ 
cess, and there is no evidence that 
anyone has exploited the vulnera¬ 
bility. But a DHS official told The 
Associated Press that the agency 
independently confirmed the se¬ 
curity flaw with outside partners 
and a national research labora¬ 
tory and decided it was necessary 
to issue the warning. 

The cybersecurity firm. Rapid?, 
found that an attacker could po¬ 
tentially disrupt electronic mes¬ 
sages transmitted across a small 
plane’s network, for example by 
attaching a device to its wiring 
that would affect aircraft sys¬ 
tems. Engine readings, compass 
data, altitude and other readings 
“could all be manipulated to pro¬ 
vide false measurements to the 
pilot,” according to the alert. 

The warning reflects the fact 
that aircraft systems are increas¬ 
ingly reliant on networked com¬ 
munications systems, much like 
modern cars. The auto industry 
has already taken steps to address 
similar concerns after research¬ 
ers exposed vulnerabilities. 

The Rapid? report focused only 
on small aircraft because their 
systems are easier for research¬ 
ers to acquire. Large aircraft 
frequently use more complex sys¬ 
tems and must meet additional 
security requirements. The alert 
does not apply to older small 
planes with mechanical control 
systems. 

Patrick Kiley, Rapid?’s lead 
researcher on the issue, said an 
attacker could exploit the vulner¬ 
ability with access to a plane or 
by bypassing airport security. 

“Someone with five minutes 
and a set of lock picks can gain 
access (or) there’s easily access 
through the engine compart¬ 
ment,” Kiley said. 

Jeffrey Troy, president of the 
Aviation Information Sharing 
and Analysis Center, an indus¬ 
try organization for cybersecu¬ 
rity information, said there is a 


need to improve the security in 
networked operating systems 
but emphasized that the hack de¬ 
pends on bypassing physical se¬ 
curity controls mandated by law. 

With access, “you have hun¬ 
dreds of possibilities to disrupt 
any system or part of an aircraft,” 
Troy said. 

The Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration said in a statement that 
a scenario where someone has 
unrestricted physical access is 
unlikely, but the report is also “an 
important reminder to remain 
vigilant” about physical and cy¬ 
bersecurity aircraft procedures. 

Aviation cybersecurity has 
been an issue of growing concern 
around the world. 

In March, the U.S. Department 
of Transportation’s inspector 
general found that the FAA had 
“not completed a comprehensive, 
strategy policy framework to 
identify and mitigate cybersecu¬ 
rity risks.” The FAA agreed and 
said it would look to have a plan in 
place by the end of September. 

The United Nations’ body for 
aviation proposed its first strat¬ 
egy for securing civil aviation 
from hackers that’s expected to 
go before the General Assembly 
in September, said Pete Cooper, 
an ex-Royal Air Force fast jet pilot 
and cyberoperations officer who 
advises the aviation industry. 

The vulnerability disclosure 
report is the product of nearly 
two years of work by Rapid?. 
After their researchers assessed 
the flaw, the company alerted 
DHS. Tuesday’s DHS alert rec¬ 
ommends manufacturers review 
how they implement these open 
electronics systems known as 
“the CAN bus” to limit a hacker’s 
ability to perform such an attack. 

The CAN bus functions like a 
small plane’s central nervous sys¬ 
tem. Targeting it could allow an 
attacker to stealthily hijack a pi¬ 
lot’s instrument readings or even 
take control of the plane, accord¬ 
ing to the Rapid? report obtained 
by the AP. 

“CAN bus is completely inse¬ 
cure,” said Chris King, a cyber¬ 
security expert who has worked 
on vulnerability analysis of large- 
scale systems. “It was never de¬ 
signed to be in an adversarial 
environment, (so there’s) no vali¬ 
dation” that what the system is 
being told to do is coming from a 
legitimate source. 

Only a few years ago, most 
auto manufacturers used the 
open CAN bus system in their 
cars. After researchers publicly 
demonstrated how they could 
be hacked, auto manufacturers 
added on layers of security, like 
putting critical functions on sepa¬ 
rate networks that are harder to 
access externally. 


Cleaning out late mother’s apartment, 
man finds baby’s remains in freezer 
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A time to shine 


Miss, county’s bootlegging history 
plays a role in new museum exhibit 


By Gavin Maliska 
The Greenwood (Miss.) Commonwealth 

JACKSON, Miss. — Leflore County’s 
bootlegging history will play a role in a 
new museum exhibit highlighting prohibi¬ 
tion, moonshine and illegal distilleries in 
Mississippi. 

A team from the state Department of 
Archives and History’s Two Mississippi 
Museums (the Museum of Mississippi 
History and the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum, side-by-side along North Street 
in Jackson) visited the Museum of the Mis¬ 
sissippi Delta on July 18 and pulled an old 
bootlegger’s still from a storage container. 
They loaded it in parts into two vans before 
heading off to the Crystal Grill for lunch 
and then the trip home. 

The still, and a 36-foot dugout canoe 
used by a local bootlegger to distribute his 
elixirs, will become part of an exhibit titled 
“Mississippi Distilled: Prohibition, Piety 
and Politics,” which will run from March 
through October of next year. 

Leflore County Sheriff Ricky Banks re¬ 
membered the still being seized in 1973 
or 1974 from an abandoned house on the 
shores of McIntyre Lake, along County 
Road 532 north of Money. At the time. 
Banks was chief deputy and Rufus Free¬ 
man was sheriff. Banks said the room 
where the still sat was filled with cotton¬ 
seed hulls that acted as insulation to keep 
the process hot as the alcohol distilled. 

The McIntyre Lake still stands out in 
Banks’ memory. “It was the best one I ever 
saw,” he said, recalling that no one was ar¬ 
rested in the raid. 

The apparatus sat in the evidence lockup 
at the county courthouse for a long while 
until the museum opened and the sheriff 
decided to donate it. 

Museum Executive Director Cheryl 
Thornhill said the U.S. Department of Al¬ 
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms insisted on 
poking a hole through the bottom of the 
container that held the mash, to keep the 
still from being used, before it could be do¬ 
nated to the museum. 

While the still and the canoe are con¬ 
sidered museum pieces and part of the 
county’s history, the trip from Jackson 
happened the same day the Carroll County 
Sheriff’s Department announced the ar¬ 
rest of a man in a barn in Vaiden where he 
was operating a 50-gallon still. Deputies 
also seized 16.5 gallons of moonshine and 
240 gallons of fermenting corn mash. 

Tony Schnadelbach, a curator of inter¬ 
pretation at the Two Museums, said legal 
microdistilleries are currently operating 
in several Mississippi cities, including 
Canton, Oxford and Natchez. The Cathead 
Distillery in Jackson is fully operational 
and sells its gin, vodka and bourbon at li¬ 
quor stores and bars across the state. 

The Perry Martin Distillery will open 
in the coming months in Rosedale, named 
after a famous distiller who died in 1968 
at age 92, never having distilled a drop of 
legal whiskey. Schnadelbach said the dis¬ 
tillery is supposed to use Martin’s original 
recipes. 

But don’t try this at home, he warned. 
“Home brewing is legal in the state of 
Mississippi, while home microdistillery is 
not,” he said. 

Nan Prince, director of collections for 
the museums, said she’s still looking for 
items and photos to add to the exhibit, such 
as uniforms and badges from enforcement 
officers involved in raids, along with pic¬ 
tures of people in juke joints and speak¬ 
easies or taking part in the temperance 
movement. 

Prince said museum officials are inter¬ 
ested in “anything related to alcohol con¬ 


Photos by Gavin Maliska, The Greenwood (Miss.) Commonwealth/AP 

Nan Prince, left, director of collections, follows as John Gardner and Sam Butz carry a barrel that held the copper coil for a still 
which wiil become part of the exhibit “Mississippi Distilled: Prohibition, Piety and Politics” in Greenwood, Miss. 


Above: Staffers from the Two Mississippi Museums go through items in 
a storage container at the Museum of the Mississippi Delta. Left: Tony 
Schnadelbach, curator of interpretations for the museums, carries the 
copper coil that condensed alcohol before it was tapped and bottled in 
Greenwood, Miss. 


sumption and production in Mississippi.” 

Museum exhibit technician John (Gard¬ 
ner took photos and measurements of the 
dugout canoe kept inside the storage con¬ 
tainer. He said he’d figure out the best way 
to protect it and will return with a flatbed 


truck to cart it off to Jackson. It will be¬ 
come the biggest artifact in the exhibit. 

Thornhill said the canoe was used by 
a bootlegger who distilled whiskey in the 
Minter City/Philipp area until his children 
got old enough to ask him what he was 


doing. He used the canoe to paddle down 
the Tallahatchie to make deliveries and 
avoid the lawmen on the county roads. 

More than 300,000 people have passed 
through the Two Mississippi Museums 
since their opening in December 2017. 
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Pakistani miiitary 
piane crashes into 
residentiai area 



Anjum Naveed/AP 


Pakistani army officials examine the site of a plane crash in a residential area near the garrison city of 
Rawalpindi on Tuesday. 


By Mohammad Yousaf 
AND Munir Ahmed 

Associated Press 

RAWALPINDI, Pakistan 
— A Pakistani military plane 
on a training flight crashed into 
homes near the garrison city of 
Rawalpindi before dawn Tuesday, 
killing at least 18 people, most of 
them on the ground. 

Fires, damaged homes and de¬ 
bris were visible in Mora Kalu 
village on the outskirts of Rawal¬ 
pindi after daybreak. After rescue 
efforts ended, troops and police 
cordoned off the residential area 
to search for plane debris and in¬ 
vestigate the crash site. 

Rescue officials said there 
were no survivors on the plane 
and that 13 civilians were killed 
on the ground. The army said in 
a statement that five crew mem¬ 
bers, including two pilots, died in 
the crash. 

Farooq Butt, an official at the 
state-run emergency service, said 
15 people were also injured in the 


crash. There were concerns the 
death toll could rise further since 
some of those injured were in 
critical condition. 

“We have moved all the bodies 
and injured persons to hospitals,” 
Butt told The Associated Press. 
“Most of the victims received 
burn injuries.” 

He added that there were chil¬ 
dren among the dead. 

Residents said they woke up 
when they heard an explosion 
and saw debris of a burning plane 
near their homes. Army helicop¬ 
ters were seen hovering over the 
crash site later. 

“My sister, her husband and 
their three children were killed 
when the plane crashed into 
their home,” said Mohammad 
Mustafa as he sobbed near his 
sister’s badly damaged home. He 
said rescuers and troops quickly 
reached the area after the crash. 

Several men and women who 
lost their relatives in the crash 
were seen wailing and crying 


as rescuers put charred bodies 
of the victims into ambulances. 
Footage on social media showed 
the plane was flying very low be¬ 
fore it quickly went down. 

Abdul Rehman, a medical doc¬ 
tor, said at least three homes were 
badly damaged and the pilots’ 
bodies had been retrieved. 

“According to our latest infor¬ 
mation, a total of 18 people were 


killed in the plane crash. They 
include five crew members and 
13 civilians who were killed when 
the plane crashed into homes and 
quickly caught fire,” he said. 

Pakistani President Arif AM 
and Prime Minister Imran Khan 
in separate statements expressed 
their condolences. 

The military said the army air¬ 
craft was on a routine training 


flight when it crashed, but had no 
information on the possible cause. 
An investigation was underway. 

Pakistan’s military has been 
on high alert since February, 
when India launched an airstrike 
inside Pakistan to target Paki¬ 
stan-based militants behind the 
suicide bombing that killed 40 
Indian troops in Indian-adminis¬ 
tered Kashmir. 



Anthony Devlin, PA/AP 

People splash in the fountains at Piccadilly Gardens in central 
Manchester, England, on Thursday. The 101.7 F temperature was 
confirmed as the hottest day on record in Britain. 


UK breaks temperature 
record during heat wave 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain officially 
had its hottest day on record. 

Weather agency the Met Office 
says the temperature reached 
101.7 F at Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity Botanic Garden in eastern 
England during last week’s heat 
wave. 

The temperature was recorded 
Thursday and confirmed Monday 
after “quality control and analy¬ 
sis” by the Met Office. 

The previous UK. record was 


101.3 F, set in August 2003. 

Temperature records fell 
across Europe last week as a suf¬ 
focating heat wave swept up from 
the Sahara. 

Met office climate scientist 
Mark McCarthy said climate 
change was making extreme tem¬ 
peratures more common. 

He said “climate change has in¬ 
creased the likelihood and sever¬ 
ity of heat wave episodes across 
Europe, which will have also in¬ 
creased the risks of a [104 F] tem¬ 
perature event in the UK.” 


16 beheaded in Brazil prison riot 


By Diane Jeantet 
Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO — At least 57 prisoners were 
killed by other inmates during clashes between 
organized crime groups in the Altamira prison in 
northern Brazil on Monday, with 16 of the victims 
being decapitated, according to prison officials. 

Para state prison authorities said a fight erupted 
around 7 a.m. between the Rio de Janeiro-based Co- 
mando Vermelho and a local criminal group known 
as Comando Classe A. 

“Leaders of the [Comando Classe A] set fire to a 
cell belonging to one of the prison’s pavilions, where 
members of the [Comando Vermelho] were located,” 
the statement read. 

State prisons chief Jarbas Vasconcelos said the 
fire had spread rapidly, with inmates held in old 
container units that had been adapted for the prison 
while another building is under construction. 

The fire prevented police forces from enter¬ 
ing the building for several hours, he told a news 
conference. 

Two prison staff members were held hostage but 
eventually released. 

“It was a targeted attack. The aim was to show 
that it was a settling of accounts between the two 
groups, not a protest or rebellion against the prison 


system,” Vasconcelos said. 

Authorities have not found any firearms following 
the riot, only makeshift knives. 

Prison authorities said 46 inmates will be trans¬ 
ferred to other prisons, 10 of them to stricter federal 
facilities. 

President Jair Bolsonaro was elected on the 
promise of curbing widespread violence in Brazil, 
including in the country’s often overcrowded, out- 
of-control prisons. 

The Associated Press obtained a July 2019 report 
from the National Justice Council that it says was 
filed by a local judge in charge of the facility, show¬ 
ing that the prison had 343 detainees for a maxi¬ 
mum capacity of 163. 

Yet Vasconcelos said the situation did not 
meet the official requirements to be considered 
overcrowded. 

“It is not a unit that has a prison overcrowding; 
we consider overcrowding when it exceeds 210%,” 
Vasconcelos said during the press conference. 

The judge who filed the report described the 
overall state of the prison in the city of Altamira as 
“terrible.” 

In many of Brazil’s prisons, badly outnumbered 
guards struggle to retain power over an ever-grow¬ 
ing population of inmates who are able to run crimi¬ 
nal activities from behind bars. 


Hotels to ditch mini shampoos to save seas 


Associated Press 

LONDON — The fight to save 
the seas from plastic waste may 
mean the end for mini bottles of 
shampoo and other toiletries that 
hotel guests love to stuff into their 
luggage. 

The owner of Holiday Inn and 
InterContinental Hotels said 


Tuesday that its nearly 843,000 
guest rooms are switching to 
bulk-size bathroom amenities as 
part of an effort to cut waste. The 
transition is due to be completed 
in 2021. 

InterContinental Hotels Group 
CEO Keith Barr said “switching 
to larger size amenities across 


more than 5,600 hotels around 
the world is a big step in the right 
direction and will allow us to sig¬ 
nificantly reduce our waste foot¬ 
print and environmental impact 
as we make the change.” 

IHG uses an average of 200 
million bathroom miniatures 
every year. 
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Johnson tries to reassure 
on Brexit as pound slumps 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson was visit¬ 
ing Wales on Tuesday as part of a 
national tour intended to reassure 
Britons that his hard-Brexit push 
won’t hurt the economy and rip 
apart the U.K. 

He faces a tough reception 
from farmers — a group central 
to the Welsh economy — who fear 
economic havoc if Britain leaves 
the European Union without a 
divorce deal. They say millions 
of sheep might have to be slaugh¬ 
tered if tariffs are slapped on 
lamb exports to the EU. 

Johnson’s office argues that 
leaving the 28-nation bloc and 
its rules-bound Common Agri¬ 
cultural Policy will be “a historic 
opportunity to introduce new 
schemes to support farming” and 
will open up new markets for U.K. 
agricultural exports. 


The trip follows a visit Monday 
to Scotland, where Johnson was 
booed by protesters and warned 
by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
that his vow to take Britain out of 
the EU on Oct. 31 with or without 
a deal was “dangerous.” 

Johnson, who took office last 
week, also plans to visit North¬ 
ern Ireland, the only part of the 
U.K. to share a land border with 
the EU. The status of that cur¬ 
rently invisible frontier with the 
Republic of Ireland has become 
the main stumbling block to a 
Brexit deal. 

The pound has fallen sharply in 
recent days as businesses warn 
that no amount of preparation can 
eliminate the economic damage if 
Britain crashes out of the 28-na- 
tion trading bloc without agree¬ 
ment on the terms. The currency 
fell early Tuesday to $1.2120, its 
lowest since March 2017. 

Johnson became prime min¬ 


ister last week after winning a 
Conservative Party leadership 
contest by promising the strongly 
pro-Brexit party membership 
that the U.K. will leave the EU on 
the scheduled date of Oct. 31 with 
or without a divorce deal. 

The EU struck a withdrawal 
agreement with Johnson’s prede¬ 
cessor, Theresa May, but it was 
rejected three times by Britain’s 
Parliament. 

Johnson is insisting the bloc 
make m^or changes to May’s 
spurned deal, including scrap¬ 
ping an insurance policy for the 
Irish border that has been reject¬ 
ed by U.K. lawmakers. 

The EU insists it won’t reopen 
the 585-page withdrawal agree¬ 
ment it spent two years negoti¬ 
ating with May’s government. 
Johnson’s government has been 
accused of sending mixed mes¬ 
sages on Brexit that have unset¬ 
tled markets. 



Duncan McGlynn, PA/AP 


Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, right, gestures to British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson outside Bute House ahead of their 
meeting in Edinburgh, Scotland, on Monday. 


Michael Gove, who heads a 
new Brexit delivery commit¬ 
tee in the Cabinet, has said the 
government is “operating on the 
assumption” that the U.K. will 
leave without a deal. 

But Johnson — who just weeks 


ago put the odds of leaving with¬ 
out a divorce agreement at a mil¬ 
lion to one — said Monday he 
was “very confident” of getting 
a new deal. 

There are currently no new 
negotiations planned. 


Hong Kong protesters 
hit subway to disrupt 
the morning commute 



Vincent Yu/AP 

Passengers argue with protesters who disrupted a subway line in Hong Kong on Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Commuters 
in Hong Kong argued Tuesday 
with demonstrators who blocked 
subway train doors in their latest 
protest action to demand greater 
accountability from the semi- 
autonomous Chinese territory’s 
government. 

Service was delayed and par¬ 
tially suspended on the Island 
and Kwun Tong lines, subway op¬ 
erator MTR said. It cited “a num¬ 
ber of train door obstructions,” 
as well as someone activating a 
safety device at a platform on the 
Kwun Tong line. 

The action targeted rush hour 
traffic at several stations. MTR 
responded by providing minibus¬ 
es to replace delayed trains, and 
normal service was restored by 
about noon. 

Protester Ken Chan said he 
wanted MTR officials to explain 
why they allegedly failed to take 
action on July 21 when a large 
gang of men in white shirts bru¬ 
tally beat dozens of people in¬ 
side a train station as a massive 
protest was winding down. Hong 


Kong’s government and the cen¬ 
tral authorities in Beijing have 
blamed protesters for sparking 
the confrontation. 

“How could they let the triads 
in white attack people on the plat¬ 
form randomly, including the el¬ 
derly and children in the train?” 
said Chan, 32, using the common 
term for members of organized 
crime groups. “Some of the el¬ 
derly got smacked on their heads, 
but [MTR staff] turned a blind 
eye to it.” 

Lorraine Lee, 26, said the sub¬ 
way disruption was an attempt 
to remind people of the govern¬ 
ment’s alleged failure to deal 
with social, economic and politi¬ 
cal injustices. 

“The government has not been 
addressing the problems in our 
society,” Lee said. “That is why 
now Hong Kongers have no choice 
but to use different, ‘creative’ ap¬ 
proaches to remind people what 
is happening in Hong Kong.” 

Associated Press video showed 
heated exchanges at Tiu Keng 
Leng station, where a crowd of 
protesters and commuters filled 


the platform and a stopped train. 

The disruption is part of a pro¬ 
democracy movement that has 
seen hundreds of thousands take 
to the streets this summer for 
marches and rallies. The protests 
have shaken the government in 
Hong Kong and raised concerns 
in Beijing. Hong Kong is part of 
China but has a fair degree of au¬ 
tonomy in local affairs. 

Protesters conducted a similar 
action to block trains last week. 

Activists began protesting in 


early June for the government to 
withdraw an extradition bill that 
would have allowed people to be 
sent to stand trial in mainland 
China, where critics say their 
legal rights would be threatened. 
The government suspended the 
bill, but the protests have ex¬ 
panded to calls for democracy 
and government accountability. 

On Sunday, police repeatedly 
fired tear gas and rubber bullets 
to drive back protesters block¬ 
ing Hong Kong streets with road 


signs and umbrellas. 

The protesters have demanded 
an independent inquiry into po¬ 
lice conduct at the protests, which 
they say has been abusive. 

China on Monday accused un¬ 
identified foreign actors of en¬ 
couraging the protests. Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying said Tuesday that the 
central government “resolutely 
opposes any foreign forces’ at¬ 
tempts to intervene in Hong Kong 
affairs.” 


Police say slain officer in Italy didn’t have gun when he was attacked 


Associated Press 

ROME — Italian authorities 
say a Carabinieri police officer 
who was fatally stabbed during a 
confrontation with two American 


teenagers over a botched drug 
deal had forgotten his gun that 
night — but that regardless, there 
wasn’t time for him or his partner 
to use their weapons and the sus¬ 
pects then fled. 


Carabinieri Gen. Francesco 
Gargaro defended the police 
response during a press con¬ 
ference Tuesday, providing the 
first details about the confronta¬ 
tion in which Deputy Brigadier 


Mario Cerciello Rega was fatally 
stabbed. 

Americans Finnegan Lee 
Elder, 19, and Gabriel Christian 
Natale-Hjorth, 18, were arrested 
early Friday in the slaying of Cer¬ 


ciello Rega. He and his partner, 
Andrea Varriale, had responded 
to the scene after a man reported 
to police that the two Americans 
had stolen his bag during a drug 
deal. 
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It’s the climb 

A child climbs on a playscape at a park in downtown San Antonio. 

THE CENSUS 

The number of miles an annual yard sale will cover 
when it returns this week. The Gadsden (Ala.) Times 
reported the four-day event known as 127 Yard Sale 
starts Thursday and will run from Noccalula Falls Park in 
Gadsden through Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky and 
Ohio before winding down in Addison, Mich. The event’s website says it was 
founded in 1987 by a man who wanted travelers to bypass interstate highways in 
favor of scenic routes that took them through rural communities. Most of the event 
follows Highway 127, and dozens of vendors will set up shop in certain spots. 


690 


Researchers move bees 
to protect, study them 

Ik VALDOSTA — Near- 
ly 100,000 bees have 
found a new home on the rooftop 
of a campus building at a south 
Georgia university. 

Researchers at Valdosta State 
University relocated the bees 
from other places on campus to 
increase their population. 

The Valdosta Daily Times re¬ 
ported that multiple departments 
at the university hope to study 
them for clues as to why bees 
across the nation are dying off 

FBI: ‘Pink Lady Bandit’ 
suspects arrested 

ly gk HAMLET — The FBI 
said two suspects have 
been arrested in what’s been 
dubbed the “Pink Lady Bandit” 
bank robberies on the East Coast. 

An FBI news release said Circe 
Baez, 36, and Alexis Morales, 38, 
were arrested Sunday at a Char¬ 
lotte, N.C., hotel. Investigators be¬ 
lieve Baez robbed four banks and 
Morales was an accomplice. 

The robberies began July 20 in 
Carlisle, Pa., followed by another 
on July 23 in Delaware. The next 
day the suspect hit a small town 
in North Carolina. The latest rob¬ 
bery was Friday, also in North 
Carolina. 

Authorities nicknamed the 
primary suspect the “Pink Lady 
Bandit” because she carried a 
pink handbag in two robberies. 

Both suspects are being 
charged with the two robberies in 
North Carolina. 

Family gets dog back 
6 months after theft 

I Kl CHICAGO — A 

11^ northwestern Indiana 
family is celebrating their dog’s 
return nearly six months after 
the beloved pet was stolen from 
their yard. 

Josephine Lopez filed a police 
report but had little hope of see¬ 
ing Zino, a Maltese mix, after 
the dog was taken from her East 
Chicago yard in February. But 
The (Northwest Indiana) Times 
reported that Zino was recently 
found on the streets of St. Cloud, 
Minn., some 500 miles away. 

Zino’s microchip provided au¬ 
thorities with the information 
needed to contact Lopez. A dog 
rescue group helped fly Zino 
home. The canine was reunited 
Thursday with Lopez and her 
family in Chicago. 

Mine rescue teams 
to compete in tests 

«AfW MORGANTOWN 
wW w — Members of mine 
rescue teams from across the 
country are in West Virginia this 
week to compete in readiness 
tests. 

West Virginia University said 
the National Mine Rescue As¬ 
sociation Post 5 contest was to 
begin Tuesday and run through 
Thursday at Mylan Park in Mor¬ 
gantown. Competing will be rep¬ 
resentatives from 20 mine rescue 
teams. The competitions will in¬ 
clude mine rescue, first aid, pre¬ 
shift and bench. 


Representatives from mining 
regulatory agencies represent¬ 
ing West Virginia, Ohio, Pennsyl¬ 
vania and federal personnel will 
judge the teams. 

Pedestrian signals to 
help the blind on way 

11 CHICAGO — Chicago is 
I L making it easier for peo¬ 
ple who can’t see very well or are 
blind to walk around the city. 

The Chicago Sun-Times re¬ 
ported that as many as 100 acces¬ 
sible pedestrian signals that use 
tones or otherwise nonvisual cues 
to alert pedestrians when it’s safe 
to walk will be installed over the 
next two years. 

Visually impaired residents 
will help identify 50 intersections 
where signals should go and an¬ 
other 50 signals will be installed 
as traffic signals are upgraded. 

Man dies after tree 
falls on boat at lake 

||i|| BATTLE CREEK — 
I w 11 Authorities said a man 
died after being struck by a tree 
that fell onto a boat at a lake in 
southern Michigan. 

Battle Creek police said several 
people were on the pontoon boat, 
which was docked Sunday after¬ 
noon at Goguac Lake when the 
tree fell. No other injuries were 
reported. 

The man’s name wasn’t imme¬ 
diately released, but police said 


he was 30 and from Battle Creek. 
Police didn’t say why the tree 
fell. 

Experts are restoring 
cemetery headstones 

||i|^ EASTON — Cem- 
I w I etery restoration 
experts in Missouri have begun 
restoring and reerecting fallen 
headstones at a 150-year-old 
burial site. 

Tim Wiedmaier found the ne¬ 
glected Kessler Cemetery in 2008 
when he was searching for his 
great-great-great-grandfather’s 
headstone. 

Community activist Mary Bray 
was one of the first to help clear 
away the brush and realized they 
needed professional help. 

Jacob’s Ladder Cemetery 
Restoration Specialists recently 
began restoring and reerecting 
about 40 stone tablets. The St. 
Joseph News-Press reported. 
There are 73 grave burials in the 
cemetery. 


Anti-litter groups target 
cigarette butts on coast 

gk Ik BRUNSWICK — 
Anti-litter groups in 
Georgia’s beach and waterfront 
communities are targeting smok¬ 
ers in a summer campaign with a 
blunt title: Georgia’s Coast is Not 
an Ashtray. 

The Brunswick News reported 
groups across Georgia’s 100-mile 
coast are working to reduce the 
number of cigarette butts left 
crushed on the ground or flicked 
into water. 

Lea King-Badyna, of Keep 
Golden Isles Beautiful, said her 
organization is handing out free 
car and pocket ashtrays and dis¬ 
tributing 8,000 coasters printed 
with the campaign’s message to 
bars and restaurants. The group 
is also adding public cigarette butt 
receptacles at waterfront parks. 

The campaign is being fund¬ 
ed by a $10,000 grant from the 
nonprofit group Keep America 
Beautiful. 


Metal from overturned 
truck flattens tires 

^ ■■ CLEVELAND — 
Scrap metal from an 
overturned tractor-trailer flat¬ 
tened dozens of tires on cars on 
an Ohio interstate last week. 

Authorities said the accident 
happened July 23 on Interstate 
77 in Cleveland near Interstate 
490, causing the highway to shut 
down. Drivers were asked to take 
an alternate route to avoid that 
stretch of highway. 

Cleveland police said those who 
experienced damage can file an 
online report with the agency. 

Bison injures teen 
at Roosevelt park 

ly 1^ MEDORA — A teen- 
1^ mJ age visitor to a national 
park in South Dakota was injured 
by a bison. 

Officials at Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park said the 17-year- 
old victim from Colorado was 
on a trail Saturday and walked 
between two bull bison that had 
been fighting. One bison charged 
the teen who was struck in the 
back, gored in the thigh and 
tossed about six feet in the air. 

Park rangers and Billings 
County paramedics treated the 
teen at the scene until the victim 
could be taken by helicopter to a 
Bismarck hospital. The teen was 
in stable condition. 

From wire reports 
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‘Avengers: Endgame’ 
becomes Fandango’s 
most preordered title 

From wire reports 

Marvel Comic Universe fans 
can’t seem to get enough of the 
“Avengers.” 

After breaking the all-time 
box office record — grossing a 
whopping $2.79 billion at the in¬ 
ternational box office — “Aveng¬ 
ers: Endgame” has now shattered 
another: It has become the most 
preordered title in the history of 
Fandango’s on-demand service, 
FandangoNOW. 

“Endgame” became available 
as a digital download Tuesday. 

“There’s so much going on in 
‘Endgame’ that fans will want to 
own it at home, especially in the 
highest definition possible, so they 
can watch it again and again and 
catch all the things they missed,” 
Fandango’s managing editor Erik 
Davis said in a statement. 

The company’s resident movie 
expert noted that more than 42% 
of those preorder sales are for the 
high-definition 4K format, which 
is priced at $24.99. 

The film is also available in 
standard format. 

“Avengers: Endgame” will 
arrive on physical formats (4K 
Ultra HD, Blu-ray, and DVD) on 
Aug. 13. 

Scorsese’s Irishman’ 
to premiere at NY test 

Martin Scorsese’s big-budget 
mafia epic “The Irishman” will 
premiere as the opening night 
film at the 57th New York Film 
Festival, Film at Lincoln Center 
announced Monday. 

The selection, with the pre¬ 
miere set for Sept. 27, gives Scors¬ 
ese a hometown launch for one of 
his most anticipated films. “The 
Irishman” is Scorsese’s $125 mil¬ 
lion Netflix film about the reflec¬ 
tions of a former Jimmy Hoffa 
associate and hit man. Its genre 
and cast — including Robert De 
Niro as Frank “The Irishman” 
Sheeran, A1 Pacino as Jimmy 
Hoffa and Joe Pesci as Russell 
Bufalino — have long tantalized 
fans of the filmmaker. 

Other news 

■ Million-selling novelist Julia 
Alvarez’s next book is a story of 
identity and immigration. “After¬ 
life” will be published in April, 
Algonquin Books announced 
Tuesday. The novel centers on a 
literature professor whose grief 
for her late husband and encoun¬ 
ter with an undocumented mi¬ 
grant raise questions about who 
she is and about her background 
as an immigrant. Alvarez said 
she wanted to explore what hap¬ 
pens to a person who values the 
life of the mind when she discov¬ 
ers “that the world demands more 
of her than words.” 

■ A documentary about the 
life and political career of for¬ 
mer President George W. Bush is 
coming to PBS stations next year. 
The two-part documentary, titled 
“W,” will include interviews with 
historians, journalists and inner- 
circle members. The program 
will air in spring 2020 as part of 
PBS’ “American Experience” se¬ 
ries, PBS said Monday. 



Jason Kempin, Getty Images/TNS 


Lil Nas X, shown June 8 at the CMA Music Festival in Nashville, 
has ridden “Old Town Road” to a 17th week as Billboard’s No. 1. 


'Old Town Road’ 
sets new record 

Viral hit by rapper Lil Nas X tops 
Billboard Hot 100 chart for 17 weeks 


By Mesfin Fekadu 
Associated Press 

It’s one sweet day for Lil Nas X: 
The breakthrough rapper’s viral 
“Old Town Road” has broken the 
Billboard record set by Mariah 
Carey’s “One Sweet Day” for 
most weeks at No. 1. 

Lil Nas X accomplishes the feat 
this week as his country-trap song 
spends its 17th week on top of the 
Hot 100 chart. Carey and Boyz II 
Men’s duet set the record in 1996, 
and the only song to come close to 
breaking it was the ubiquitous in¬ 
ternational hit “Despacito,” which 
tied the 16-week record in 2017. 

“YEEE TF HAWWW,” Lil Nas 
X tweeted Monday. 

Hours later he posted a video 
thanking his fans for helping his 
song set a new record. 

“I’m on the toilet right now, but 
I want to say thank you to every 
single person who has made this 
moment possible for me. We just 
broke the record for the longest- 
running No. 1 song of all-time,” 
said Lil Nas X, sporting a cowboy 


hat as he played “Old Town Road” 
in the background. “Let’s go!” 

“Old Town Road,” which has 
achieved most of its success 
through audio streaming, was 
originally a solo song but 20- 
year-old Lil Nas X added Billy 
Ray Cyrus to the track. The song 
also has remix versions featur¬ 
ing Diplo, Young Thug, Mason 
Ramsey and BTS, and Billboard 
counts the original song and its 
remixes as one when calculating 
chart position, thus helping “Old 
Town Road” stay on top. 

“Old Town Road” initially was 
in a bit of controversy in March 
when Billboard removed it from 
its country charts, deeming it not 
country enough (it peaked at No. 
19 on the country charts). But the 
drama didn’t hurt the song; it only 
propelled it. 

Songs have come close to dis¬ 
placing “Old Town Road” from 
the top spot — including Billie 
Eilish’s “Bad Guy” and a pair of 
Taylor Swift singles — but ulti¬ 
mately were unsuccessful. 


Jury: Katy Perry’s ‘Dark Horse’ 
copied 2009 Christian rap song 

By Andrew Dalton 

Associated Press 


A jury on Monday found that Katy Perry’s 
2013 hit “Dark Horse” improperly copied a 
2009 Christian rap song in a unanimous de¬ 
cision that represented a rare takedown of 
a pop superstar and her elite producer by a 
relatively unknown artist. 

The verdict by a nine- 
member federal jury in a 
Los Angeles courtroom 
came five years after Mar¬ 
cus Gray and two co-authors 
first sued, in 2014 alleging 
“Dark Horse” stole from 
“Joyful Noise,” a song Gray 
released under the stage 
name Flame. 

The case now goes to a penalty phase, 
where the jury will decide how much Perry 
and other defendants owe for copyright 
infringement. 

Questions from the jury during their two 
full days of deliberations had suggested that 
they might find only some of the defendants 
liable for copyright infringement. The case 
focused on the notes and beats of the song, 
not its lyrics or recording, and the questions 
suggested that Perry might be off the hook. 

But jurors found that all six songwriters 
and all four corporations that released and 
distributed the songs were liable, including 
Perry and Sarah Hudson, who wrote only the 
song’s words, and Juicy J, who only wrote the 
rap he provided for the song. Perry was not 
present when the verdict was read. 

Other defendants found liable were Capi¬ 
tol Records as well as Perry’s producers: Dr. 
Luke, Max Martin and Cirkut, who came up 


with the song’s beat. 

Gray’s attorneys argued that the beat and 
instrumental line featured through nearly 
half of “Dark Horse” are substantially simi¬ 
lar to those of “Joyful Noise.” Gray wrote the 
song with his co-plaintiffs Emanuel Lambert 
and Chike Ojukwu. 

“Dark Horse,” a hybrid of pop, trap and 
hip-hop sounds from Perry’s 2013 album 
“Prism,” spent four weeks atop the Billboard 
Hot 100 in early 2014, and earned a Grammy 
nomination for Perry, who performed the 
song during her 2015 Super Bowl halftime 
show. 

Her attorneys argued that the song sec¬ 
tions in question represent the kind of simple 
musical elements that if found to be sub¬ 
ject to copyright would hurt music and all 
songwriters. 

Perry and the song’s co-authors testified 
during the seven-day trial that none of them 
had heard the song or heard of Gray before 
the lawsuit, nor did they listen to Christian 
music. 

Gray’s attorneys had only to demonstrate, 
however, that “Joyful Noise” had wide dis¬ 
semination and could have been heard by 
Perry and her co-authors. They provided 
as evidence that it had millions of plays on 
YouTube and Spotify, and that the album it’s 
included on was nominated for a Grammy. 

Perry, a 34-year-old pop superstar and 
“American Idol” judge, brought laughs to the 
proceedings when she testified during its 
second day when her lawyers were having 
technical troubles getting “Dark Horse” to 
play in the courtroom. 

“I could perform it live,” Perry said. 

No performance was necessary after the 
audio issues were fixed. 



Henry Louis Gates Jr. 


Host: TV ancestry series is 
a saive for divided America 

The celebrity ancestry show “Finding 
Your Roots” has a message to counter di¬ 
visive political rhetoric, said its host, edu¬ 
cator Henry Louis Gates Jr. 

The PBS series demonstrates that 
“we’re all descended from immigrants,” 
whether they came to America willing¬ 
ly or as slaves, and all share a common 
origin. Gates told a TV critics meeting 
Monday. 

“People want that reassurance that 
we’re all the same,” he said. 

“Guess what, we’re all home. This is 
our home. And our ancestors came here 
and fought for the right to make this our 
home. ... and we all have an equal pur¬ 
chase on the rights guaranteed by the 
Declaration (of Independence) and the 
Constitution,” Gates said. 

“And I’m going to go down swinging 
against anybody who tries to divide us be¬ 
cause of our apparent ethnic differences 
or gender differences or sexual prefer¬ 
ence differences,” he said. 

“Finding Your Roots” returns this fall 
with guests including Melissa McCarthy, 
Jordan Peele, Issa Rae, Diane von Furst- 
enberg and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 

From The Associated Press 
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OPINION _ 

Intel shakeup could prove dangerous 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
mong intelligence profession¬ 
als, President Donald Trump’s 
nomination of an inexperienced, 
partisan politician to oversee 
America’s spy agencies prompted deep 
dismay — but also a stolid reaffirmation of 
the spymaster’s credo: Let’s get on with it. 

This combination of incredulity and sto¬ 
icism was voiced by a half-dozen current 
and former officers I spoke with Monday 
about Trump’s choice of Rep. John Rat- 
cliffe, R-Texas, to become director of na¬ 
tional intelligence. The worry is partly 
that Ratcliffe lacks any real experience, 
and perhaps more that he has embraced 
Trump’s “deep state” conspiracy theories 
about the CIA and FBI. 

“This makes the work force wonder, 
what are we doing here?” said one veteran 
CIA station chief But a few moments later 
he affirmed: “This place is under siege. 
People say, carry on, protect the mission, 
avoid the firing range.” 

“Analysts will be asking how well [Rat¬ 
cliffe] will represent our product down¬ 
town,” said a second former officer who 
served in a senior position under Dan 
Coats, the departing DNI. This former of¬ 
ficial predicted that it would take Ratcliffe 
a year just to understand the vast array of 
17 intelligence agencies he will oversee if 
he’s confirmed. 

The deepest worry among intelligence 
professionals is how the Ratcliffe nomi¬ 
nation, and the intense partisanship that 
fueled it, will be perceived by America’s 


intelligence partners overseas. “They’re in 
wait-and-see mode,” said a former senior 
CIA officer after canvassing a group of in¬ 
telligence colleagues. 

If the White House exerts political con¬ 
trol through Ratcliffe, “foreign govern¬ 
ments will be wondering if they should 
be sharing information” with the CIA and 
NSA, said the veteran station chief 

The most successful DNI since the 
creation of the post in 2004 was Coats’ 
predecessor, James Clapper, a career in¬ 
telligence officer whom Trump recklessly 
attacked because of his supposed political 
bias. In fact. Clapper was the model of an 
independent intelligence chief, who told 
the truth about intelligence failures in as¬ 
sessing Islamic State, for example, when it 
made colleagues in the Obama administra¬ 
tion uncomfortable. 

Coats showed similar willingness to give 
honest if politically awkward assessments 
in congressional testimony in January of 
North Korea’s continuing nuclear weapons 
development and Iran’s continuing com¬ 
pliance with the 2015 nuclear deal — both 
contradicting Trump’s line. 

This truth-telling standard is in the 
DNI’s job description. Trump instead chose 
“a man who tells the president what he 
wants to know, rather than what he needs 
to know,” said the veteran station chief 

A decisive factor in how the intelligence 
community views Ratcliffe will be his 
treatment of his two most senior prospec¬ 
tive lieutenants: Gina Haspel, the CIA 
director, and Sue Gordon, who has been 
Coats’ deputy. Haspel benefits from hav¬ 
ing a solid relationship with Secretary of 


State Mike Pompeo, who preceded her as 
CIA director. Pompeo is probably Trump’s 
most influential adviser, and his patronage 
will shield Haspel, if it continues. Foreign 
spy services, too, are hoping that Pompeo 
can protect Haspel, but they will begin 
hedging their bets if she’s isolated. 

“If Gina gets cut out, the liaison services 
will begin to shut everything down,” said 
the former CIA officer who had talked 
with colleagues. Similarly, CIA employees 
will ask, “What the hell am I here for?” 
said this former case officer. 

The future role of Gordon, a 39-year vet¬ 
eran of the intelligence community, will be 
especially important. She would normally 
become acting DNI, but Trump signaled 
that he planned to announce a new acting 
director. Gordon is widely admired within 
the inbred, sometimes back-biting world of 
intelligence. If she leaves, Ratcliffe’s prob¬ 
lems will multiply. 

Because Ratcliffe is such a partisan and 
inexperienced nominee, his confirmation 
hearings will be a crucial baseline. A for¬ 
mer top-level CIA official said he should 
be quizzed: “If analysts say Kim Jong Un 
won’t give up his nuclear weapons, would 
you so testify? If the analysts say Iran is 
complying with the nuclear agreement, 
would you so testify?” 

Trump is governing these days with the 
destructive power of a sledgehammer. The 
intelligence shakeup could be his most 
dangerous move yet. If Ratcliffe doesn’t 
promise to strictly safeguard the intel¬ 
ligence community’s independence, his 
nomination should be tossed. This one re¬ 
ally matters. 



A regime’s success depends on its dictator 


By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

^ ▼e have to warn the im- 
% ^ / perialists,” Fidel Castro 
% / thundered at a rally in 
w w Camaguey, Cuba, 30 
years ago last week, “that they not create 
so many illusions... in reference to the idea 
that our revolution will not be able to resist 
a debate within the socialist community.” 

He was alluding to the political upheaval 
sweeping the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe in the wake of reforms by Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, who had re¬ 
cently visited Havana. Communists had 
just lost elections in Poland, a portent, 
many believed, of change in Cuba. 

“Never!” Fidel cried. Even in the event 
of “a large-scale civil war in the USSR,” 
even if the Soviet Union “disintegrated,” he 
pledged, “Cuba and the Cuban revolution 
would continue struggling and resisting.” 

Seated among other foreign journalists a 
dozen yards or so in front of Castro, I could 
not quite believe what the 62-year-old dicta¬ 
tor was saying. Still facing a U.S. economic 
embargo, Cuba could not endure a cutoff of 
Soviet subsidies and the hardship it would 
bring. Refusing to bend to that reality, Cas¬ 
tro recklessly courted his own downfall, 
either through a popular uprising or a fatal 
split in Cuba’s communist ranks. 

Or so I thought. In January, the Cuban 
revolution finished its 60th year; in 2016, 
Castro died peacefully in his bed; his 
younger brother, Raul, who succeeded 
Fidel atop the regime in 2006, has semi-re¬ 
tired. And a transition to a new generation 
of party leaders, including a few influential 
younger Castros, is proceeding. 

There is a lesson here about the relation¬ 
ship between economic factors — often 
said to determine political outcomes — and 


the human factor, which may be what re¬ 
ally counts. George Orwell summarized 
the point in “1984,” attributing it to Big 
Brother’s shadowy nemesis, Emmanuel 
Goldstein. As long as a repressive re¬ 
gime avoids foreign conquest and retains 
“its own self-confidence and willingness 
to govern,” Goldstein’s fictional treatise 
noted, it can rule forever. 

True, a regime could be undermined by 
its own mistakes, especially if it incubates 
“a strong and discontented” middle class. 
However, sheer will can offset that: “Ulti¬ 
mately the determining factor is the men¬ 
tal attitude of the ruling class itself” 

The mental attitude of Gorbachev was 
such that he lost confidence in the ineffi¬ 
cient, repressive brand of communism in 
his country and tried to reform the system 
from within. As Castro foresaw, Gorbach¬ 
ev’s economic and political liberalization 
heightened rather than resolved Soviet 
systemic contradictions, setting off a chain 
reaction that led to the USSR’s collapse. 

By the time he addressed that July 1989 
rally, Castro had already exhibited his own 
very different attitude. He had carried out 
a purge during the previous two months, 
culminating in the televised show trial of 
former high-ranking officials. This July, in 
fact, marks the 30th anniversary of the ex¬ 
ecution of four of them in Havana. 

And it marks the 25th anniversary of an¬ 
other long-forgotten mass death in Cuba, 
the drowning of three-dozen Cubans on 
July 13, 1994, when the hijacked tugboat 
in which they were attempting to escape 
Cuba’s increasingly desperate economic 
situation sank under suspicious circum¬ 
stances. Many blamed the regime, and 
August 1994 turned into a time of street 
protests and genuine peril for Castro — 
which he skillfully exploited by allowing a 
mass exodus of more than 35,000 people to 


the U.S. aboard makeshift rafts and boats. 

As I watched Cubans parade to the beach 
with their homemade vessels that summer, 
I again felt sure that the regime’s days were 
numbered. Actually, emigration served as 
an escape valve for pent-up discontent. 

Over the next quarter-century, Cas¬ 
tro and his successors would help politi¬ 
cal allies take over Venezuela, using its 
oil to replace their former Soviet supply; 
they would successfully manipulate their 
people’s desire for access to money, travel 
abroad and other privileges; and, in 2014, 
they would agree to a thaw with the Obama 
administration, which produced diplomat¬ 
ic recognition and a flood of U.S. tourism 
dollars, but no political opening. 

The Trump administration has reversed 
much of the Obama administration’s Cuba 
policy and tried to help Venezuela’s opposi¬ 
tion force the Havana-backed regime into 
new elections. Yet the government in Cara¬ 
cas still stands despite its people’s impov¬ 
erishment. It, too, concedes nothing and 
survives by letting the discontented leave 
while repressing on those who stay. 

A great weakness of U.S. policy now, of 
course, is that President Donald Trump 
expresses selective warmth toward certain 
dictators and clearly does not share the en¬ 
thusiasm for universal human rights and 
democracy promotion that caused so many 
in the West to celebrate the peaceful liberal 
revolutions of 1989 — and to hope that they 
would spread to Cuba and beyond. 

In the ruling circles of Havana, Beijing, 
Damascus, Pyongyang and Moscow, and 
probably Tehran, too, 1989 is remembered 
as something that happened to leaders who 
lacked the will to crack down, improvise 
— and wait out the West. If only it were 
clearer that they were wrong. 

Washington Post editorial writer/columnist Charles 
Lane specializes in economic and fiscal policy. 
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Capital One target of massive data breach 


By Gene Johnson 
Associated Press 

SEATTLE — A hacker gained 
access to personal information 
from more than 100 million Capi¬ 
tal One credit applications, the 
bank said Monday as federal au¬ 
thorities arrested a suspect in the 
case. 

Paige A. Thompson — who also 
goes by the handle “erratic” — 
was charged with a single count of 
computer fraud and abuse in U.S. 
District Court in Seattle. Thomp¬ 
son made an initial appearance in 
court and was ordered to remain 
in custody pending a detention 
hearing Thursday. 

The hacker got information 
including credit scores and bal¬ 
ances plus the Social Security 
numbers of about 140,000 cus¬ 
tomers, the bank said. It will offer 
free credit monitoring services to 
those affected. 

The FBI raided Thompson’s 
residence Monday and seized 
digital devices. An initial search 
turned up files that referenced 
Capital One and “other enti¬ 
ties that may have been targets 
of attempted or actual network 
intrusions.” 

A public defender appointed to 
represent Thompson did not im¬ 
mediately return an email seek¬ 
ing comment. 

Capital One, based in McLean, 
Va., said Monday it found out 
about the vulnerability in its 
system July 19 and immediately 
sought help from law enforce¬ 
ment to catch the perpetrator. 

According to the FBI com¬ 
plaint, someone emailed the bank 
two days before that notifying it 
that leaked data had appeared 
on the code-hosting site GitHub, 
which is owned by Microsoft. 

A month before that, the FBI 
said, a Twitter user who went by 


The data breach 
affected about 100 
million people in the 
U.S. and 6 million in 
Canada. 


“erratic” sent another user direct 
messages warning about distrib¬ 
uting the bank’s data, including 
names, birthdates and Social Se¬ 
curity numbers. That user later 
reported the message to Capital 
One. 

“Ive basically strapped my¬ 
self with a bomb vest, (expletive) 
dropping capital ones dox and 
admitting it,” one said. “I wanna 
distribute those buckets i think 
first.” 

Capital One said it believes it is 
unlikely that the information was 
used for fraud, but it will continue 
to investigate. The data breach af¬ 
fected about 100 million people in 
the U.S. and 6 million in Canada. 

The bank said the bulk of the 
hacked data consisted of informa¬ 
tion supplied by consumers and 
small businesses who applied for 
credit cards between 2005 and 
early 2019. 

In addition to data such as 
phone numbers, email addresses, 
dates of birth and self-reported 
income, the hacker was also able 
to access credit scores, credit 
limits and balances, as well as 
fragments of transaction infor¬ 
mation from a total of 23 days in 
2016, 2017 and 2018. 

“While I am grateful that the 
perpetrator has been caught, I 
am deeply sorry for what has 
happened,” said Capital One CEO 
Richard D. Fairbank. “I sincerely 
apologize for the understandable 
worry this incident must be caus¬ 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Capital One bank said Monday a hacker got access to the personal 
information of more than 100 million individuals applying for credit. 


ing those affected and I am com¬ 
mitted to making it right.” 

Capital One Financial Corp., 
the nation’s seventh-largest com¬ 
mercial bank, with $373.6 billion 
in assets as of June 30, is the lat¬ 
est U.S. company to suffer a m^jor 
data breach in recent years. 

In 2017, a data breach at Equi¬ 
fax, one of the mqjor credit report¬ 
ing companies, exposed the Social 
Security numbers and other sen¬ 
sitive information of roughly half 
of the U.S. population. 

Last week, Equifax agreed to 
pay at least $700 million to settle 
lawsuits over the breach in a set¬ 
tlement with federal authorities 
and states. 

The agreement includes up to 
$425 million in monetary relief to 
consumers. 


Many m^or banks have sought 
to stem the risk of data breaches 
in recent years. 

JPMorgan Chase, Bank of 
America and Citibank began re¬ 
placing customers’ debit cards 
several years ago with more se- 
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cure chip-based cards. 

While the cards with chips are 
common these days, many mer¬ 
chants still rely on the older, less 
secure card-swiping equipment. 

Credit card companies have 
also beefed up fraud monitoring 
in the wake of high-profile data 
breaches that hit retailers such as 
Target and Home Depot. 

The average cost of a data 
breach in the U.S. last year was 
just under $8 million, according 
to a study by IBM Security and 
Ponemon Institute. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (July 31).$1.1451 

Dollar buys (July 31).€0.8733 

British pound (July 31).$1.25 

Japanese yen (July 31).106.00 

South Korean won (July 31).1,153.00 


.6.8842 

.6.6993 

.16.5583 

....$1.1146/0.8972 
7 8232 
293 82 
3 4912 

.108.61 

.0.3045 

.8.7599 

.50.84 

.3.85 

.3.7506 

.1.3709 

.1,180.85 

0 9911 

.30.81 

....5.5654 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel) 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Beanies 

5 Cornfield noise 
8 Nile wader 

12 Cruising 

13 —de-France 

14 Quitter’s word 

15 “Get rid 
of junk” event 

17 Furniture brand 

18 Taters 

19 Nonchalant 
21 Pencil filler 

24 1040 org. 

25 Sidewalk eatery 
28 — salad 
30 Copper head? 

33 Bird (Pref.) 

34 Pivots 

35 Trail the pack 

36 Pitch 

37 Oompah 
band member 

38 Audition CD 

39 Outback bird 
41 Flalf a sextet 
43 Pine products 
46 Egypt’s neighbor 

50 Mideast airline 

51 Transaction requiring 
no credit 

54 Jazzy Fitzgerald 

55 Half of bi- 

56 Exile isle 


57 Sharp 

58 License to drill? 

59 Barking mammal 
DOWN 

1 Low isles 

2 Now, in a memo 

3 Andean land 

4 Bicycle seat 

5 Espionage org. 

6 100% 

7 Coach Ewbank 

8 Less friendly 

9 School fundraiser 


25 Sylvester, for one 

26 Hollywood’s 
Gardner 

27 Big- 

discount event 
29 Endure 

31 “Kapow!” 

32 Swelled head 
34 Dazzle 

38 Extinguishes 
40 La Scala city 

42 Somewhat (Suff.) 

43 Stench 

44 Fashion 
magazine 


10 Don Juan’s mother 45 Gulf War missile 


11 Remain 
16 Compass dir. 
20Steakhouse order 

22 Rights 
advocacy org. 

23 Uncertainty 


47 Valley 

48 Jessica of 
“Dark Angel” 

49 “Hud” 

Oscar winner 

52 Moreover 

53 Bro’s sib 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU PERSUADE 
MANY PEOPLE TO MOVE TO UKRAINE’S 
CAPITAL, WHAT DO YOU DO? THICKEN KIEV. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals P 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 

Automotive 140 



SCAM 

SELLER BEWARE 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 
advertisements. 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 

Some ofthe latest Scam 
fads are: 

Q Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

D People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 
adoption. 

Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 



Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
WWW >lilser'k^litaryaMtnsale..i 
Free Europe-wide delivery 

a 


Education^ 


Certified teachers needed 

Inquire Kids Learning Center 
klc.mackenbach@gmail.com 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 

Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 

Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARSt^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 




Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a 
better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

In print* Onlineatstripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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STARS 

Presents 


kAND. 


STRIPES, 


A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 


A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Join us as we examine the influence of private military 
contracting on today’s armed forces. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of the new 
reality of modern warfare. 


Listen Now on 

w AppStore | GoogdePlay 

and on Stnpei 


Hosted by MJchelle Harven and 
Air Force veteran Desmon Farris 


Available Now 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Tennis 

1 

Golf 

1 

Deals 


Pro soccer 


MLS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Philadelphia 11 7 6 39 41 36 

Atlanta 11 9 3 36 38 29 

D.C. United 9 6 9 36 31 26 

New York City FC 9 3 8 35 36 24 

New York 10 9 4 34 39 34 

Montreal 10 11 3 33 31 38 

New England 9 8 6 33 34 39 

Toronto FC 9 9 5 32 38 38 

Orlando City 7 11 5 26 30 33 

Columbus 7 14 3 24 24 36 

Chicago 5 10 9 24 34 35 

Cincinnati 5 16 2 17 22 53 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 15 3 4 49 59 23 

Seattle 11 6 5 38 33 28 

LA Galaxy 12 9 1 37 30 31 

San Jose 11 7 4 37 39 33 

Minnesota United 10 7 5 35 38 30 

FC Dallas 9 8 6 33 31 26 

Portland 9 8 4 31 35 32 

Real Salt Lake 9 9 4 31 30 30 

Houston 9 10 3 30 32 35 

Sporting KC 6 9 7 25 33 39 

Vancouver 4 11 9 21 23 41 

Colorado 5 12 5 20 33 45 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, July 26 

New York City FC 3, Sporting Kansas 
City 1 

Los Angeles FC 4, Atlanta 3 
Saturday, July 27 
New England 4, Orlando City 1 
Columbus 3, New York 2 
D.C. United 0, Chicago 0, tie 
Montreal 4, Philadelphia 0 
Real Salt Lake 0, FC Dallas 0, tie 
Seattle 1, Houston 0 
Toronto FC 2, Cincinnati 1 
Vancouver 0, Minnesota United 0, tie 
San Jose 3, Colorado 1 
Portland 4, LA Galaxy 0 

Saturday, Aug. 3 
LA Galaxy at Atlanta 
Toronto FC at New York 
FC Dallas at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at New England 
Vancouver at Cincinnati 
Chicago at Houston 
Montreal at Colorado 
Columbus at San Jose 
New York City FC at Real Salt Lake 
Sunday, Aug. 4 
Portland at Minnesota United 
Philadelphia at D.C. United 
Sporting Kansas City at Seattle 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Portland 7 2 5 26 30 18 

North Carolina 7 3 4 25 29 15 

Chicago 7 5 2 23 24 19 

Washington 6 4 3 21 19 13 

Reign FC 5 3 5 20 12 15 

Houston 5 6 4 19 16 25 

Utah 5 5 3 18 11 12 

Orlando 3 9 2 11 16 31 

Sky Blue FC 2 10 2 8 9 18 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, July 27 
North Carolina 2, Utah 1 
Sunday, July 28 
Chicago 4, Reign FC 0 
Houston 1, Sky Blue FC 0 
Friday’s games 
Washington at North Carolina 
Reign FC at Houston 

Saturday’s games 
Utah at Chicago 
Sky Blue FC at Portland 

Wednesday, Aug. 7 
Sky Blue FC at Utah 
Portland at Reign FC 

Saturday, Aug. 10 
Chicago at Washington 
Houston at Orlando 


Pro football 


World TeamTennis 

W L Pet. GB 

Philadelphia 10 2 .833 - 

New York 7 5 .583 3 

San Diego 7 5 .583 3 

Springfield 7 6 .538 3Vi 

Orange County 6 6 .500 4 

Vegas 5 7 .417 5 

Orlando 4 8 .333 6 

Washington 2 10 .182 8 

Sunday’s matches 
Piladelphia 22, Springfield 20 
San Diego 23, Vegas 18 

Monday’s matches 
Orange County 25, Washington 11 
New York 22, Springfield 19 
Orange County 19, Orlando 18 
Vegas 21, Washington 10 

Tuesday’s matches 
Philadelphia at New York 
Orange County at Springfield 
Orlando at Vegas 
Washington at San Diego 

Wednesday’s matches 
New York at Philadelphia 
Vegas at Springfield 
Washington at Orange County 
Orlando at San Diego 


Citi Open 


Monday 

At William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center 
Washington 

Purse: ATP, $1,895,290 (WT500); WTA, 
$250,000 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Tommy Paul, United States, def. Denis 
Kudia, United States, 6-0, 6-4. 

Bjorn Fratangelo, United States, def. 
Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-7 (14), 7-6 (5). 

Lloyd Harris, South Africa, def. Ricar- 
das Berankis, Lithuania, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1. 

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Mikael 
Torpegaard, Denmark, 6-1, 5-7, 6-3. 

Wilfried Tsonga, France, def. Brayden 
Schnur, Canada, 6-4, 7-6 (2). 

Alexander Bublik, Kazakhstan, def. 
Bradley Klahn, United States, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Ilya 
Ivashka, Belarus, 7-6 (3), 6-3. 

Tim Smyezek, United States, def. Mat¬ 
thew Ebden, Australia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Marc Polmans, Australia, def. Malek 
Jaziri, Tunisia, 6-2, 6-4. 

Hubert Hurkaez, Poland, def. Donald 
Young, United States, 6-1, 6-4. 

Women 
First Round 

Christina McHale, United States, def. 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (7), Russia, 
6-2, 4-6, 7-5. 

Iga Swiatek, Poland, def. 0ns Jabeur, 
Tunisia, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, def. Wang Ya- 
fan, China, 6-3, 6-2. 

Varvara Gracheva, Russia, def. Anna 
Blinkova, Russia, 6-2, 5-7,6-2. 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Jenni¬ 
fer Brady, United States, 6-2, 6-4. 

Anna Kalinskaya, Russia, def. Nao Hib- 
ino, Japan, 6-1, 6-1. 

Lauren Davis, United States, def. Eug¬ 
enie Bouchard, Canada, 6-1, 6-2. 

Jessica Pegula, United States, def. 


AP sportlight 


NFL calendar 

Aug. 1 — Hall of Fame game, Atlanta 
/s. Denver, Canton, Ohio. 

Aug. 3 — Hall of Fame inductions, Can- 
:on, Ohio. 

Aug. 8-12 — First preseason weekend. 
Aug. 29 — Final preseason games. 
Aug. 31 — Cutdown to 53-player ros- 


eting. Fort 


ter. 


Oct. 15-16 - Fall league i 
Lauderdale, Fla. 

Oct. 29 — All trading ends for 2019 at 
4 p.m. (ET) 

Dec. 12 — League meeting. Las Coli- 
nas, Texas. 

2020 

Jan. 4-5 — Wild-card playoffs. 

Jan. 11-12 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 19 — AFC and NFC championship 
games. 

Jan. 26-NFL Pro Bowl. 

Feb. 2 — Super Bowl, Hard Rock Sta¬ 
dium, Miami Gardens, Fla. 


Katerina Siniakova (6), Czech Republic, 
6-4, 6-3. 

Doubles 

Men 

First Round 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo 
Melo (2), Brazil, def. Rajeev Ram, United 
States, and Joe Salisbury, Britain, 4-6, 6- 
3, 10-5. 

Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Far- 
ah (1), Colombia, def. Nick Kyrgios, Aus¬ 
tralia, and Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece, 
6-3, 3-6, 10-5. 

Women 
First Round 

Allie Kiick and Sachia Vickery, United 
States, def. Cameron Morra and Alana 
Smith, United States, 7-5, 2-6,10-1. 

Cori Gauff and Catherine McNally, 
United States, def. Zarina Diyas, Kazakh¬ 
stan, and Zhu Lin, China, 6-3,6-2. 

Mexican Open 

Monday 

At Cabo del Mar 
Los Cabos, Mexico 
Purse: $858,565 (WT250) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Prajnesh Gunneswaran, India, def. 
John Millman, Australia, 6-4,1-6, 6-2. 

Mikhail Kukushkin (8), Kazakhstan, 
def. Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina, 7-5, 6-2. 

Thanasi Kokkinakis, Australia, def. 
Maxime Janvier, France, 6-4, 6-4. 

Marcel Granollers, Spain, def. Lucas 
Gomez, Mexico, 6-0, 6-1. 

Ernests Gulbis, Latvia, def. Jason Jung, 
Taiwan, 6-4, 7-6 (2). 


1932 — France beats the United States 
3-2 for its sixth consecutive Davis Cup 
championship. 

1942 — Jockey Bill Turnbull wins seven 
of nine races at Rockingham Park in Sa¬ 
lem, New Hampshire. 

1954 — Joe Adcock hits four hom¬ 
ers and a double to give the Milwaukee 
Braves a 15-7 victory over Brooklyn. 

1963 — The Cleveland Indians become 
the first American League club to hit four 
straight home runs and in an unlikely 
fashion. Number eight hitter Woody Held 
hits a two-out homer off Paul Foytack, 
pitcher Pedro Ramos follows with his 
second homer of the game, Tito Franco- 
na and Larry Brown’s first major league 
homer finish the string. Foytack is the 
only major league pitcher to give up four 
straight home runs. 

1973 — Julius Erving, the American 
Basketball Association’s leading scorer, 
is traded by the cash-strapped Virginia 
Squires to the New York Nets for forward 
George Carter and cash. 

1983 — Jan Stephenson beats JoAnne 
earner and Patty Sheehan by one stroke 
to win the U.S. Women’s Open. 

1990 — Nolan Ryan wins his 300th 
game, reaching the milestone in his sec¬ 
ond try, as the Texas Rangers beat the 
Milwaukee Brewers 11-3. 

1993 — Mike Aulby becomes the third 
player in PBA history to win a tourna¬ 
ment by rolling a 300 game in the title 
game. Aulby beats David Ozio 300-279 in 
the Wichita Open. 

1994 — Sergei Bubka sets a world pole 
vault record for the 35th time in his ca¬ 
reer at a meet in Sestriere, Italy. Bubka 
soars 20 feet, 1 3/4 inches, adding a half¬ 
inch to his old mark set in Tokyo in 1992. 

2005 — Grant Hackett becomes the 
first swimmer to win four straight world 
titles in the same event, capturing an¬ 
other 1,500-meter freestyle. The Aussie 
stretches out his own record for world 
championship medals to 17. 

2011 — Yani Tseng wins the Women’s 
British Open for the second straight year, 
beating Brittany Lang by four strokes 
and becoming the youngest woman to 
capture a fifth major title. The 22-year- 
old top-ranked Taiwanese shot a 3-under 
69 to finish at 16-under 272. 


First Round 

Guido Pella and Diego Schwartzman 
(2), Argentina, def. Gerardo Lopez Vil¬ 
lasenor, Mexico, and Cameron Norrie, 
Britain, 6-1, 4-6,10-6. 

Gregoire Barrere and Lucas Pouille, 
France, def. Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan and 
Purav Raja, India, 6-3, 6-3. 

Silicon Valley Classic 

Monday 

At SJSU Tennis Center 
San Jose, Caiif. 

Purse: $876,183 (Premier) 
Surface.^Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Carla Suarez Navarro (6), Spian, def. 
Magda Linette, Poland, 6-3, 6-3. 

Mayo Hibi, Japan, def. Timea Babos, 
Hungary, 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (3). 

Kristie Ahn, United States, def. AIja 
Tomljanovic, Australia, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4. 

Maria Sakkari (7), Greece, def. Ekat¬ 
erina Alexandrova, Russia, 6-1, 6-4. 

CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, def. 
Marie Bouzkova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6- 

Daria Kasatkina, Russia, def. Mihaela 
Buzarnescu, Romania, 6-2, 6-2. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Eri Hozumi and Makoto Ninomiya, Ja¬ 
pan, def. Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United 
States, and Peng Shuai, China, 6-2, 6-4. 


Fight schedule 


!, for 
javy- 

weight title; Adam Kownacki vs. Chris 
Arreola, 12, heavyweights: Andre Berto 
vs. Miguel Cruz, 12, welterweights; Car¬ 
los Negron vs. Brian Howard, 10, heavy¬ 
weights; Curtis Stevens vs. Wale Omo- 
toso, 10, middleweights. 

At Liacouras Center, Philadelphia, Carl 
Frampton vs. Emmanuel Dominguez, 12, 
featherweights; Jessie Magdalene vs. 
Rafael Rivera, 10, featherweights. 

Aug. 17 

At Banc of California Stadium, Los An¬ 
geles, Emanuel Navarrete vs. Francisco 
De Vaca, 12, for Navarrete’s WBO super 
banatmweight title; Luis Collazo vs. Jose 
Benavidez, 10, welterweights; Arnold 
Barboza Jr. vs. Jorge Luis Rodriguez, 10, 
junior welterweights; Adeilson Dos San¬ 
tos vs. Adam Lopez, 10, featherweights. 

Aug. 23 

At Main Street, Broken Arrow, Okla., 
Vladimir Shishkin vs. DeAndre Ware, 10, 
super middleweights; Shohjahon Erga- 
shev vs. Abdiel Ramirez, 10, super light¬ 
weights. 

Aug. 24 

At Nagoya, Japan, Kosei Tanaka vs. 
Jonathan Gonzalez, 12, for Tanaka’s WBO 
flyweight title. 

Aug. 24 

At Nagoya, Japan, Kosei Tanaka vs. 
Jonathan Gonzalez, 12, for Tanaka’s WBO 
flyweight title. 

At Chelyabinsk, Russia, Sergey Kova¬ 
lev vs. Anthony Yarde, 12, for Kovalev’s 
WBO light heavyweight title; Aleksei 
Papin vs. Ilunga Makabu, 12, for Papin’s 
cruiserweight title. 

At TBA, Puerto Rico, Vic Saludar vs. 
Wilfredo Mendez, 12, for Saludar’s WBO 
strawweight title. 

At Bert Ogden Arena, Edinburg, Tex¬ 
as, Brandon Figueroa vs. Javier Nicolas 
Chacon, 12, for the interim WBA World 
super bantamweight title; Stephen Ful¬ 
ton Jr. vs. Isaac Avelar, 12, super ban¬ 
tamweights: Darwin Price vs. Donovan 
Estrella, 10, super lightweights. 


World rankings 

Through July 28 

1. Brooks Koepka US 

2. Dustin Johnson US 

3. Rory Mcliroy Nl 

4. Justin Rose EN 

5. Tiger Woods US 

6. Francesco Molinari IT 

7. Jon Rahm ES 

8. Bryson DeChambeau 

9. Justin Thomas 
0. Patrick Cantlay 

1. Xander Schauffele 

2. Tommy Fleetwood 

3. Tony Finau 

4. Gary Woodland 

5. Matt Kuchar 

6. Rickie Fowler 

7. Webb Simpson 

8. Shane Lowry 

9. Paul Casey 
0. Adam Scott 

1. Jason Day 

2. Marc Leishman 

3. Bubba Watson 

4. Patrick Reed 

5. Louis Oosthuizen 

6. Matt Wallace 

7. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

8. Chez Reavie 

9. Kevin Kisner 
0. Keegan Bradley 

1. Hideki Matsuyama 

2. Phil Mickelson 

3. Kevin Na 

4. Ian Poulter 

5. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

6. Henrik Stenson 

7. Jordan Spieth 

8. Eddie Pepperell 

9. Sergio Garcia 
0. Tyrrell Hatton 

1. Billy Horschel 

2. Bernd Wiesberger 

3. Cameron Smith 

4. Alex Noren 

5. Andrew Putnam 

6. Haotong Li 

7. Jim Furyk 

8. Brandt Snedeker 

9. Lucas Bjerregaard 
0. C.T. Pan 


USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

IRL 

ENG 

AUS 

AUS 

AUS 

USA 

USA 

SAF 

ENG 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

USA 

JPN 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

ESP 

SWE 

USA 

ENG 

ESP 

ENG 

USA 

AUT 

AUS 

SWE 

USA 

CHN 

USA 

USA 


PGA Tour statistics 

Through July 28 
FedExCup Season Points 

1, Brooks Koepka, 2,887. 2, Rory Mcli¬ 
roy, 2,315. 3, Matt Kuchar, 2,313. 4, Xan¬ 
der Schauffele, 1,858. 5, Gary Woodland, 
1,795. 6, Patrick Cantlay, 1,730. 7, Dustin 
Johnson, 1,686.8, Paul Casey, 1,574.9, Jon 
Rahm, 1,447.10, Justin Rose, 1,423. 

Scoring Average 

1, Rory Mcliroy, 69.090. 2, Patrick 
Cantlay, 69.171. 3, Brooks Koepka, 69.265. 
4, Webb Simpson, 69.326. 5, Dustin John¬ 
son, 69.428. 6, Justin Rose, 69.527. 7, Tom¬ 
my Fleetwood, 69.556. 8, Matt Kuchar, 
69.610. 9, Justin Thomas, 69.612. 10, Jon 
Rahm, 69.665. 

Driving Distance 

1, Cameron Champ, 316.6. 2, Luke List, 
314.3. 3, Rory Mcliroy, 313.7. 4, Wyndham 
Clark, 312.8. 5, Bubba Watson, 311.8. 6, 
Seth Reeves, 311.5. 7, Dustin Johnson, 
311.2. 8, Trey Mullinax, 310.2. 9, Tony 
Finau, 309.8. 10, Gary Woodland, 309.1. 

Driving Accuracy Percentage 

1, Ryan Moore, 75.05%. 2, Chez Reavie, 
75.02%. 3, Jim Furyk, 74.01%. 4, Ryan Ar¬ 
mour, 73.19%. 5, Henrik Stenson, 72.13%. 
6, Andrew Landry, 71.86%. 7, Brice Gar¬ 
nett, 71.45%. 8, Brian Gay, 70.97%. 9, Brian 
Stuard, 70.89%. 10, Jim Herman, 70.15%. 

Greens in Regulation Percentage 

1, Corey Conners, 72.70%. 2, D.J. Tra¬ 
han, 71.62%. 3, Charles Howell III, 71.43%. 
4, Johnson Wagner, 71.40%. 5, Alex 
Prugh, 71.08%. 6, Talor Gooch, 70.95%. 7, 
Matt Kuchar, 70.63%. 8, Brooks Koepka, 
70.61%. 9, Justin Thomas, 70.56%. 10, 
Martin Laird, 70.42%. 

Total Driving 

1, Brendan Steele, 58. 2, Gary Wood¬ 
land, 79. 3, Bryson DeChambeau, 92. 4, 
Paul Casey, 98. 5 (tie), Alex Prugh and 
Sepp Straka, 102. 7, Daniel Berger, 105. 8, 
Brooks Koepka, 106. 9,2 tied with 114. 

SG-Putting 

1, Denny McCarthy, .973. 2, Dominic 
Bozzelli, .897. 3, Graeme McDowell, .789. 
4, Justin Rose, .753.5, Vaughn Taylor, .746. 
6, Jordan Spieth, .738. 7, Andrew Putnam, 
.713. 8, Beau Hossler, .694. 9, Wyndham 
Clark, .664.10, Aaron Baddeley, .654. 

Birdie Average 

1, Justin Thomas, 4.53. 2, Gary Wood¬ 
land, 4.49. 3, Rory Mcliroy, 4.39. 4, Aaron 
Wise, 4.36. 5, Dustin Johnson, 4.33. 6, 
Brooks Koepka, 4.32. 7, Jon Rahm, 4.30. 8, 
Ryan Palmer, 4.29.9, Patrick Cantlay, 4.28. 
10, Bryson DeChambeau, 4.27. 

Eagles (Holes per) 

1, Martin Laird, 83.3. 2, Rory Mcliroy, 
84.0.3, Paul Casey, 87.2.4, Justin Thomas, 
90.0. 5, Jhonattan Vegas, 94.2. 6, Keith 
Mitchell, 96.4. 7, Emiliano Grillo, 99.7. 8, 
Justin Rose, 100.0.9, Sam Burns, 100.3.10, 
Brooks Koepka, 101.5. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Tyrone Van Aswegen, 68.18%. 2, 
Francesco Molinari, 64.52%. 3, Ernie Els, 
64.47%. 4, Dustin Johnson, 64.06%. 5, Tom¬ 
my Fleetwood, 63.64%. 6, Webb Simpson, 
63.30%. 7, Jimmy Walker, 61.76%. 8 (tie), 
Russell Knox and Sam Ryder, 61.54%. 10, 
Martin Kaymer, 61.43%. 

All-Around Ranking 

1, Rory Mcliroy, 240. 2, Brooks Koepka, 
255. 3, Justin Thomas, 323. 4, Jon Rahm, 
325. 5, Rickie Fowler, 344. 6, Matt Kuchar, 
348. 7, Xander Schauffele, 351. 8, Gary 
Woodland, 368. 9, Jason Day, 371. 10, 
Scott Piercy, 399. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned RHP 
Evan Phillips to Norfolk (ILX Recalled 
RHP David Hess from Norfolk. 

KANASAS CITY ROYALS - Placed on 
IB Lucas Duda waivers. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned RHP 
Luke Bard to Salt Lake (PCL). Recalled 
LHP Adam McCreery from Salt Lake. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Designated 
RHP Brian Schlitter for assignment. Rein¬ 
stated RHP Jharel Cotton from the 60-day 
IL and optioned him to Las Vegas (PCL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Recalled LHP 
Thomas Pannone from Buffalo (IL). Se¬ 
lected the contract of SS Bo Bichette 
from Buffalo. 

National League 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Acquired 
INF-OF Kristopher Negron from Seattle 
for INF Daniel Castro. Recalled RHP Josh 
Sborz from Oklahoma City (PCL). Placed 
INF/OF Kike Hernandez on the 10-day IL. 
Optioned RHP Jamie Schultz to Oklaho¬ 
ma City. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Designated 
RHP Marcos Diplan for assignment. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Acquired 
LHP Jason Vargas and cash consider¬ 
ations from the New York Mets for C 
Austin Bossart. Designated RHP Yacksel 
Rios for assignment. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Traded RHP 
Jordan Lyles to Milwaukee for RHP Cody 
Ponce. Recalled RHP Montana DuRapau 
from Indianapolis (IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Acquired LHP 
Zac Rosscup from the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers for cash considerations. Optioned OF 
Harrison Bader to Memphis (PCL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Activated 
RHP Nick Vincent from the 60-day IL. 
Designated RHP Nick Vincent for assign¬ 
ment. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Recalled 
RHP Erick Fedde from Harrisburg (EL). 
Placed RHP Max Scherzer on the 10-day 
IL, retroactive to July 26. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

DALLAS COWBOYS - Agreed to terms 
with RB Alfred Morris. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Fired offensive 
line coach Pat Flaherty. Named Dave De- 
Guglielmo offensive line coach. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Placed OL 
J.J. Dielman on the reserve/retired list. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS - Released WR 
Cameron Meredith. Signed OL Patrick 
Omameh. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Signed 
OB Vincent Testaverde. Activated LB 
Jack Cichy from the PUP list. Placed TE 
Troy Niklas on injured reserve. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Announced Alex 
Meruelo has completed his transaction 
with Andrew Barroway to become team’s 
majority owner. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Acquired LW 
Nikita Gusev from Vegas for a 2020 third- 
round draft pick and a 2021 second- 
round draft pick. Agreed to terms with 
Gusev on a two-year contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Named Kris 
Knoblauch coach of Hartford (AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Signed G 
Andrei Vasilevskiy to an eight-year con¬ 
tract extension. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

FC DALLAS — Loaned M Pablo Aran- 
guiz to Chilean Primera Division’s Union 
Espanola for the rest of the 2019 season. 

LOS ANGELES FC - Acquired D Eddie 
Segura from Colombian side Atletico 
Huila on a permanent, multiyear con¬ 
tract. 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Acquired D Eric 
Miller from Minnesota for $50,000 Gen¬ 
eral Allocation Money. 

NEW YORK RED BULLS - Named Sean 
McCafferty director of Red Bulls Acad- 

TORONTO FC — Announced F Terrence 
Boyd has left the team wo join Hallescher 
FC (Germany). 

COLLEGE 

BROWN — Named Jennifer Jamison 
women’s assistant water polo coach and 
men’s water polo operations assistant. 

VANDERBILT — Announced women’s 
sophomore basketball G Akira Levy 
transferred from Missouri. 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Connecticut 

Washington 

Chicago 

New York 

Indiana 

Atlanta 


8 .579 2 
11 .421 5 

15 .286 8 
15 .250 8/2 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Las Vegas 

Los Angeles 

Seattle 

Phoenix 

Minnesota 

Dallas 


8 .556 2'/2 

10 .500 3'/2 

14 .263 8 


No games scheduled 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Chicago at Connecticut 
Phoenix at Washington 
Dallas at Las Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta at Indiana 
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John Minchillo/AP 


The Reds' Jose Iglesias, center, celebrates with Josh VanMeter, left, and Yasiel Puig after hitting a grand 
slam off Pirates relief pitcher Montana DuRapau during the second inning Monday in Cincinnati. 


Roundup 

Reds pile up runs in second 


Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — All nine Reds 
crossed the plate in a parade un¬ 
seen in Cincinnati since the days 
of the Big Red Machine. All the 
down-and-out Pirates could do 
was watch glumly. 

Jose Iglesias’ grand slam com¬ 
pleted Cincinnati’s 10-run sec¬ 
ond inning and the Reds beat 
the Pirates 11-6 Monday night 
after Pittsburgh traded sched¬ 
uled starter Jordan Lyles to the 
Brewers. 

The last-place Pirates lost their 
ninth straight, their longest skid 
since they dropped 10 in a row in 
2011. 

“It’s hard right now, there’s no 
doubt about it,” manager Clint 
Hurdle said. “We battle adversity 
in different areas just about every 
night.” 

Lyles was dealt to Milwaukee 
— which has an injury-depleted 
rotation — in the afternoon for 
pitching prospect Cody Ponce. 
Alex McRae (0-3) took Lyles’ 
spot, his first m^or league start 
after seven relief appearances. 
He retired only four batters and 
was replaced during Cincinnati’s 
biggest inning in four years. 

McRae learned when he got to 
the ballpark about four hours be¬ 
fore game time that he was going 
to make his first start. 

“I was excited, obviously a 
little bit of nerves the first in¬ 
ning,” McRae said. “No excuses, 
though.” 

Ten days earlier, the Reds gave 
up a 10-run inning by the Cardi¬ 
nals during a 12-11 loss at Great 
American Ball Park. This time, 
they were on the other end of 
one. 

They piled up six hits and three 
walks while sending 13 batters to 
the plate. Joey Votto singled home 
a pair of runs, first baseman Josh 


Bell had a throwing error, and 
Iglesias’ second career grand 
slam off Montana DuRapau made 
it 10-1. 

After he rounded the bases, 
Iglesias rubbed his hair in the 
dugout and told teammates he’d 
make good on a promise. 

“I told them before the game 
that ‘If I hit a home run, I would 
paint my hair like you guys,”’ 
Iglesias said. 

What color? 

“Purple or yellow,” he said. 

Every Reds player scored in 
an inning for the first time since 
Sept. 3, 1975, when they beat the 
Dodgers 13-2, according to the 
Elias Sports Bureau. Cincinnati 
hadn’t scored so many runs in an 
inning since it also had 10 in the 
sixth against Detroit on Aug. 24, 
2015. 

“That doesn’t happen a lot, but 
we’ve been so in tune with our 
players and our offense these 
days,” manager David Bell said. 
“An inning like that can be really 
good for offense.” 

Sonny Gray (6-6) gave up four 
runs in 5 Vs innings, including 
Starling Marte’s 18th homer and 
Bryan Reynolds’ ninth. Colin 
Moran hit his third career grand 
slam off Wandy Peralta. 

The game matched the NL Cen¬ 
tral’s bottom teams. The Pirates 
have anchored themselves in last 
place by going 2-15 after the All- 
Star break, prompting them to 
trade Lyles two days before the 
deadline. 

Rockies 9, Dodgers 1: Jon 

Gray allowed three hits over eight 
innings to win for the first time in 
a month, and host Colorado beat 
Los Angeles for its third win in 11 
games this season against the NL 
champions. 

Nolan Arenado had a two-run 
single in a five-run fifth inning, 


David Dahl hit a two-run homer 
in the eighth, and Ian Desmond 
finished a home run short of the 
cycle. 

Marlins 11, Diamondbacks 

6 : Caleb Smith endured a bad 
stretch after a baserunning ad¬ 
venture and recovered to pitch 
seven innings as host Miami beat 
Arizona. 

Smith laid down a bunt in the 
second inning and wound up at 
third base thanks to two errors 
on the play. The jaunt may have 
taken a toll, because in the next 
inning he gave up three hits, in¬ 
cluding a three-run homer by 
Ketel Marte. 

Blue Jays 7, Royals 3: Cavan 
Biggio hit the go-ahead homer 
in the eighth inning, Randal 
Grichuk and Teoscar Hernandez 
also went deep, and Toronto ral¬ 
lied past host Kansas City. 

Top prospect Bo Bichette 
singled in the first at-bat of his 
big league career, and the Blue 
Jays got a strong spot start from 
Thomas Pannone in the opener of 
a 10-game trip. 

Tigers 7, Angels 2: Jordan 
Zimmermann got his first win in 
18 starts dating to last season and 
Detroit beat host Los Angeles. 

Zimmermann (1-8) allowed two 
runs in 5 Vs innings to get his first 
victory since Sept. 5, 2018. 

Padres 8, Orioles 1: Rookie 
Fernando Tatis Jr. and Franmil 
Reyes homered on David Hess’ 
first two pitches, and Eric Hos- 
mer connected twice and drove 
in five runs in host San Diego’s 
win over Baltimore. 

Luis Urias also went deep for 
the Padres, who hit four homers 
off Hess and five overall. The 
long balls carried rookie Chris 
Paddack (7-5) to his second vic¬ 
tory in three starts. 


Arms: After deadline, no 
trades through World Series 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Mgjor League Baseball’s dead¬ 
line for trades without waivers 
was June 15 from 1923 through 
1985, and has been July 31 or Aug. 
1 each year since. Players who 
cleared waivers could be dealt 
after the deadline, but they had to 
be in an organization by Aug. 31 
to be eligible for the postseason. 

That changed in March, when 
MLB and the players’ association 
agreed to a rules change that pro¬ 
hibits trades from Aug. 1 through 
the World Series. The only way a 
player can change clubs during 
that period is to be claimed on 
waivers or get released and sign 
with a new team. 

“I think one of the things we’re 
going to find in the next couple of 
days as a result of there being no 
August trades anymore, there’s 
going to be a lot of teams look¬ 
ing to make moves to fortify their 
depth,” Philadelphia general 
manager Matt Klentak said Mon¬ 
day, when he acquired left-hander 
Jason Vargas from the Mets. 

In a season of record home 
runs, most contenders think 
they’ll need more pitching to sur¬ 
vive the pennant races and the 
postseason. With the season about 
two-thirds over, there had been 
just 31 complete games entering 
Monday — only slightly ahead of 
the pace that led to a record-low 
42 last year. That’s down from 
104 in 2015, 209 in 2003 and 302 
in 1998, a sign of just how much 
the sport has transformed in two 
decades. Managers want plenty 
of power arms available inning 
after inning, leading rebuilding 
teams to sell off their veterans to 
clubs hoping to win now. 

The Los Angeles Dodgers, New 
York Yankees and Houston As¬ 
tros have large leads and the At¬ 
lanta Braves are comfortably atop 
their division. But the Yankees’ 
starting pitching has stumbled 
in the past week, leading them to 
consider deals for starters and re¬ 
lievers with teams hungering for 
top young players such as Gley- 
ber Torres, Miguel Andujar, Clint 
Frazier and Deivi Garcia. 

Houston is looking for a starter 
to join a rotation headed by Justin 
Verlander, Wade Miley and Ger- 
rit Cole. The Dodgers have been 
seeking relievers from a market 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Giants pitcher Madison 
Bumgarner (6-7) has been 
considered a prime trade target. 

that may include Joe Biagini, 
Ian Kennedy, Ken Giles, Mychal 
Givens, Shane Greene, Francisco 
Liriano and Seth Lugo. 

About a half-dozen teams in 
each league are competing to 
reach the wild-card playoffs, forc¬ 
ing some of them to make critical 
decisions whether to go for it or 
give up and stock for the future. 

Even though the Mets are 50- 
55, first-year general manager 
Brodie Van Wagenen’s approach 
is win now. 

“Brodie understands that I 
know we can win now. He knows 
that we can win now,” manager 
Mickey Callaway said. “We both 
feel like we can win and get on a 
run and get into this thing.” 

With so many teams still con¬ 
tending — or at least thinking 
they are contending — some GMs 
might push for a later trade dead¬ 
line to be considered for 2020. Al¬ 
ready there will be one big change 
next year—the active roster limit 
from Sept. 1 on will be 28, down 
from 40. In exchange, the maxi¬ 
mum from the start of the season 
through August will increase 
from 25 to 26. 



Matt York/AP 


Arizona Diamondbacks starting pitcher Robbie Ray (9-7) has tried 
not to let trade speculation affect his performance. 
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MLB 


Scoreboard 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

Houston 
Oakland 
Los Angeles 
Texas 
Seattle 


Central Division 


West Division 


46 63 


422 23 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 62 45 .579 - 

Washington 57 49 .538 AVi 

Philadelphia 55 50 .524 6 

New York 50 55 .476 11 

Miami 41 63 .394 191/2 

Central Division 

Chicago 56 49 .533 - 

St. Louis 56 49 .533 - 

Milwaukee 56 51 .523 1 

Cincinnati 49 55 .471 BVi 

Pittsburgh 46 60 .434 101/2 

West Division 

Los Angeles 69 39 .639 - 

San Francisco 54 52 .509 14 

Arizona 53 54 .495 I51/2 

San Diego 50 56 .472 18 

Colorado 50 57 .467 I81/2 

Monday’s ^ames 
Toronto 7, Kansas City 3 
Detroit 7, L.A. Angels 2 
San Diego 8, Baltimore 1 
Washington 6, Atlanta 3 
Miami 11, Arizona 6 
Cincinnati 11, Pittsburgh 6 
Colorado 9, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Tuesday’s games 
Baltimore at San Diego 
Arizona at N.Y. Yankees 
Houston at Cleveland 
Minnesota at Miami 
Tampa Bay at Boston 
Seattle at Texas 
N.Y. Mets at Chicago White Sox 
Toronto at Kansas City 
Detroit at L.A. Angels 
Milwaukee at Oakland 
Atlanta at Washington 
San Francisco at Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis 
L.A. Dodgers at Colorado 

Wednesday’s games 
Arizona (Greinke 10-4) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Tanaka 7-6) 

Toronto (Waguespack 1-1) at Kansas 
City (Junis 6-9) 

Detroit (Norris 2-8) at L.A. Angels (Su¬ 
arez 2-1) 

Houston (Urquidy 1-0) at Cleveland 
(Plutko 3-2) 

Minnesota (Berrios 9-5) at Miami (Al¬ 
cantara 4-9) 

Tampa Bay (Morton 12-3) at Boston 
(Porcello9-7) 

Seattle (TBD) at Texas (Minor 8-6) 

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 6-7) at Chicago 
White Sox (Giolito 11-5) 

Milwaukee (Gonzalez 2-1) at Oakland 
(Anderson 9-6) 

Atlanta (Soroka 10-2) at Washington 
(Sanchez 6-6) 

Pittsburgh (Agrazal 2-1) at Cincinnati 
(Castillo 9-4) 

L.A. Dodgers (Ryu 11-2) at Colorado 
(Marquez 10-5) 

San Francisco (Samardzija 7-8) at 
Philadelphia (Velasquez 3-5) 

Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 7-8) at St. 
Louis (Mikolas 7-10) 

Monday 

Marlins 11, Diamondbacks 6 

Arizona Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lcastro If 4 110 Rojas ss 4 2 12 

Lamb ph 1 0 0 0 Bri.And rf 5 2 2 1 

K.Martecf 4 2 2 3 Cooper lb 4 111 

E.Escbr3b 4 0 0 0 N.WIker3b 2 2 11 

C.WIkerlb 4 0 10 S.Cstro2b 3 111 

A.Jonesrf 3 10 1 Conley p 0 0 0 0 

Flores 2b 4 0 11 Gerrero p 0 0 0 0 

Ahmed ss 4 0 0 0 N.Andrs p 0 0 0 0 

C. Kellyc 3 2 2 1 Grndrsnlf 3 111 

M.Kellyp 2 0 0 0 H.Rmrezcf 4 112 

Tomas ph 1 0 0 0 Holadayc 4 0 0 0 

G.HIIndp 0 0 0 0 C.Smith p 3 12 1 

McFrIndp 0 0 0 0 Rivera 2b 10 0 0 

D. PrItaph 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 6 7 6 Totals 33111010 
Arizona 003 100 Oil- 6 

Miami 060 010 40x-ll 

E-Locastro (1), M.Kelly (2). LOB-Ari- 
zona 6, Miami 3. 2B—Locastro (7), Flores 
(10), N.Walker (13). HR-K.Marte (23), 
C.Kelly (13), Rojas (4), BrI.Anderson (15). 
SF-S.Castro (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Arizona 

M. Kelly L,7-11 6 7 7 7 2 4 

G.Holland 'A 3 4 4 1 0 

McFarland 1% 0 0 0 1 0 

aSmith W,7-4 7 4 4 4 1 9 

Conley 1 2 1110 

Guerrero % 1 1110 

N. Anderson 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by C.Smith (A.Jones), by Guerre¬ 
ro (D.Peralta). T-2:59. A-7,048 (36,742). 



Orlando Ramirez/AP 


The Padres' Eric Hosmer 
watches his three-run home 
run during the seventh inning 
Monday against the Orioles. 

Padres 8, Orioles 1 

Baltimore San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Villarss-2b 5 12 0 TtsJr.ss 5 111 

Mancini rf 3 0 10 F.Reyes rf 3 111 

Sntnderif 4 0 11 A.Munoz p 0 0 0 0 

Tatep 0 0 0 0 G.Grcaph-2bl 10 0 

C.Davisph 1 0 0 0 Machado 3b 4 2 3 0 

Nunez lb 5 0 10 Hosmer lb 4 2 2 5 

J.Ptrsn3b-lf 4 0 10 Renfroe If-rf 4 0 0 0 

Albrto2b-3b 4 0 0 0 Myers cf-lf 4 0 10 

Sisco c 4 0 0 0 L.Urias2b 3 111 

S. WIkrs cf 3 0 0 0 Erlin p 0 0 0 0 

Hessp 2 0 0 0 Hedges c 4 0 10 

Ycbonisp 0 0 0 0 Paddackp 2 0 0 0 

SmthJrph 10 10 Margot cf 0 0 0 0 
R.Mrtn pr-ss 0 0 0 0 

Totals 36 1 7 1 Totals 34 810 8 
Baltimore 001 000 000-1 

San Diego 200 300 30x-8 

E-Tatis Jr. (15), Paddack (2), 
J.Peterson (1). LOB—Baltimore 12, San 
Diego 6. 2B—Mancini (23). 3B—Machado 
(1). HR-Tatis Jr. (18), F.Reyes (27), Hos¬ 
mer 2 (15), L.Urias (1). CS-Myers (6). 
Baltimore IP H R ER BB SO 

Hess L,l-10 4% 6 5 5 0 7 

Yacabonis IVi 2 0 0 1 0 

Tate 2 2 3 3 1 3 

San Diego 

Paddack W,7-5 5'/3 3 112 5 

A.Munoz H,1 VA 2 0 0 0 2 

Erlin 2 2 0 0 2 3 

HBP—by Yacabonis (L.Urias), by Tate 
(G.Garcia). WP-Paddack. T-2:50. A- 
34,290 (42,445). 

Rockies 9, Dodgers 1 

Los Angeles Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pdersonlb 4 0 0 1 Dahicf 5 2 2 3 

White lb 0 0 0 0 Storyss 5 10 0 

Muncy 2b 4 0 10 Arenado3b 5 2 2 2 
J.Trner3b 4 0 0 0 W.Davis p 0 0 0 0 

Blingerrf 3 0 2 0 D.Mrphy lb 4 0 11 

C. Sagerss 3 0 0 0 McMn2b-3b5 0 1 2 

Pollock cf 3 0 0 0 Desmond If 3 1 3 0 

Verdugolf 3 0 0 0 Tapia rf 4 0 11 

Sborz p 0 0 0 0 Wolters C 4 110 

Will.Smc 3 110 J.Grayp 2 10 0 
Maedap 2 0 0 0 Y.AInsoph 0 10 0 

Frguson p 0 0 0 0 Hampsn2b 0 0 0 0 

Y.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Beaty If 10 0 0 

Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 37 911 9 

Los Angeles 000 000 010—1 

Colorado 010 050 03x-9 

E—Pederson (7), Muncy (14). DP—Col¬ 
orado 1. LOB—LA 5, Colorado 8. 2B—Bell¬ 
inger (21), Will.Smith (4), D.Murphy (22), 
McMahon (16), Desmond (25). 3B—Des¬ 
mond (3). HR-Dahl (15). SB-Story (14). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Maeda L,7-8 4 7 6 5 2 5 

Ferguson 1 00012 

Y.Garcia 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Sborz 2 4 3 3 1 1 

Colorado 

J.Gray W,10-7 8 3 1 1 3 6 

W.Davis 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Maeda pitched to 7 batters in the 5th 
T-2:51. A-43,574 (50,398). 

Blue Jays 7 , Royals 3 

Toronto Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Biggio2b 5 3 3 2 Mrrfeld2b 4 0 11 

Grichukrf 5 13 3 A.Grdon If 3 0 0 0 

GrrrJr3b 4 0 10 H.Dzier3b 3 10 0 

Smoaklb 4 0 0 1 Solerdh 3 110 

Drury If 5 0 10 Cthbertlb 4 0 2 2 

GrrIJrIf 0 0 0 0 Strlingrf 4 0 0 0 

Bchettess 4 0 10 Arteaga ss 3 0 0 0 

McKnneydh 4 0 0 0 N.Lopez ph 10 0 0 

T. Hrnancf 3 2 11 Gllgherc 3 12 0 

D. Jnsenc 4 110 B.HmItncf 3 0 0 0 

O’Hearn ph 10 0 0 

Totals 38 711 7 Totals 32 3 6 3 

Toronto 000 012 013-7 

Kansas City 001 002 000-3 

DP—Toronto 1. LOB—Toronto 7, Kan¬ 

sas City 6. 2B-Soler (22), Cuthbert (9), 
Gallagher (7). 3B-Grichuk (2). HR-Big- 
gio (8), Grichuk (17), T.Hernandez (15). 


S.Keller pitched to 2 batters in the 8th 
HBP—by Pannone (A.Gordon). WP—Law. 
T-2:55. A-18,306 (37,903). 

Tigers 7 , Angels 2 

Detroit Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J.Jonescf 4 12 1 Fltchr2b-3b4 0 1 1 

Goodrum2b 4 10 0 Trout cf 3 0 10 

Mi.Cbrrdh 4 12 3 Ohtani dh 3 0 0 0 

G. Bkmpr-dh 0 0 0 0 Upton If 4 0 0 0 

Cstllns rf 4 10 0 K.CIhun rf 4 111 

C.StwrtIf 2 0 11 Pujols lb 4 0 0 0 

Dixon If 2 0 0 0 Simmons ss 3 0 0 0 

Cndiriolb 4 0 0 0 Thaiss3b 3 12 0 

H. Cstro 3b 4 12 0 Rengfo pr-2bl 0 0 0 

J.Hicksc 4 0 0 0 Garneauc 2 0 0 0 

Mercer ss 4 2 2 1 

Totals 36 7 9 6 Totals 31 2 5 2 

Detroit 100 110 031-7 

Los Angeles 000 011 000-2 

E—Simmons (8), Thaiss (2). DP—De¬ 
troit 1, Los Angeles 1. LOB—Detroit 4, Los 
Angeles 6. 2B—J.Jones (17), C.Stewart 
(21), Fletcher (23). HR-MI.Cabrera (6), 
Mercer (4), K.Calhoun (24). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


2 


Zimmermann W,l-8 S'A 4 2 2 

Hardy H,7 % 0 0 0 i z 

B.Farmer H,8 1 10 0 10 

J.Jimenez 1 0 0 0 0 1 

S.Greene 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Los Angeles 

Barria L,4-4 5 4 3 2 0 5 

J.Anderson 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Bedrosian 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Buttrey 1 2 3 3 2 2 

L.Garcia 1 2 10 0 1 

HBP—by Zimmermann (Trout). WP— 
Hardy, Buttrey, L.Garcia. T—2:53. A— 
35,457 (45,050). 

Nationals 6, Braves 3 

Atlanta Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

AenJr. cf-rf 4 0 0 0 T.Trnerss 5 0 11 

Albies2b 4 0 0 0 Eaton rf 3 2 0 0 

F.Frman lb 4 2 3 0 Rendon 3b 5 12 4 

Dnldson3b 4 0 10 J.Soto If 3 0 11 

Duvall rf-lf 3 0 11 Kndrick lb 5 0 2 0 

Camargoss 3 0 10 B.Dzier2b 2 0 0 0 

Riley If 3 0 0 0 V.Rblescf 3 0 0 0 

Sobotkap 0 0 0 0 Gomes c 0 2 0 0 

J.WIker p 0 0 0 0 Corbin p 10 0 0 

Blevins p 0 0 0 0 Ad.Snch ph 1 1 10 

CIbrson ph 1111 Suero p 0 0 0 0 

Flowers c 4 0 0 0 Parra ph 10 0 0 

Keuchelp 2 0 0 0 Rodney p 0 0 0 0 

Incarte cf 2 0 0 0 Dlittlep 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 3 7 2 Totals 29 6 7 6 

Atlanta 000 101 001-3 

Washington 110 004 OOx-6 

E-Rendon (6), B.Dozler (5). LOB-At- 
lanta 6, Washington 11. 2B—T.Turner 
(22). HR-Culberson (4), Rendon (23). 
SB-J.Soto (8). CS-B.Dozier (2). SF-Du- 
vall (1). S-Corbin (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Keuchel L,3-4 S'A 6 4 4 4 4 

Sobotka % 1 2 2 2 2 

J.Walker 1 0 0 0 3 0 

Blevins 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Washington 

Corbin W,9-5 6 5 2 2 1 8 

Suero 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Rodney 1 10001 

Doolittle 1 1110 3 

HBP—by Keuchel (Eaton). WP—Corbin. 
T-3:23. A-24,292 (41,313). 

Reds 11, Pirates 6 

Pittsburgh Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Newman ss 5 110 Winkr cf-rf 4 2 2 0 
A.Frzer2b 3 0 10 Votto lb 4 13 2 

S.Martecf 4 2 2 1 E.Sarez3b 4 13 0 

Bell lb 4 0 0 0 Perzapr-3b 10 0 0 

Rynoldsrf 3 2 11 Puig rf 3 10 1 

Moran 3b 4 114 W.PrItap 0 0 0 0 
J.Osunalf 3 0 10 Hughes p 0 0 0 0 

EI.Diazc 4 0 10 Dtrch ph-2b 1 0 0 0 

McRae p 0 0 0 0 VnMeterIf 5 2 10 

DuRapaup 2 0 0 0 Gennett2b 5 12 1 

Strtton p 0 0 0 0 Stphnsn p 0 0 0 0 

Kangph 1 0 0 0 J.lgissss 4 114 

Felizp 0 0 0 0 Brnhartc 4 111 

Ri.Rdri p 0 0 0 0 S.Gray p 2 10 0 

Me.Cbrrph 10 10 Ervin rf-cf 10 0 0 
Totals 34 6 9 6 Totals 381113 9 
Pittsburgh 100 014 000- 6 

Cincinnati 0100 010 OOx-11 

E-Bell (9). LOB-Pittsburgh 4, Cincin¬ 
nati 7. 2B-EI.Diaz (13), Me.Cabrera (17), 
VanMeter (5), Gennett (3). HR-S.Marte 
(18), Reynolds (9), Moran (11), J.lglesias 
(6). CS-A.Frazier (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

McRae L,0-3 VA 6 7 5 2 0 

DuRapau 3 54123 

Stratton 1% 1 0 0 0 2 

Feliz 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Ri.Rodriguez 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cincinnati 

S.GrayW,6-6 5'A 6 4 4 1 3 

W.Peralta IVi 2 2 2 2 2 

Hughes VA 0 0000 

Stephenson 1 10002 

WP-Stratton. T-3:13. A-15,944). 


Rendon lifts Nats 
with grand slam 

Washington trims Braves’ East lead 


By Greg Swatek 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As the en¬ 
tire stadium erupted around him, 
Anthony Rendon put his head 
down for another routine trip 
around the bases. 

The notoriously even-keeled 
Rendon hit a tiebreaking grand 
slam in the sixth inning, and the 
Washington Nationals beat the 
Atlanta Braves 6-3 on Monday 
night in the opener of a three- 
game series to close within 4 Vi 
games of the NL East leader. 

“Hit it far and loud,” manag¬ 
er Dave Martinez said. “It was 
clutch.” 

With the score 2-2, Rendon 
connected off of Chad Sobotka 
for his 23rd home run this season 
and third career slam, raising his 
career RBIs total to 500. Rendon, 
who had two hits, is hitting .370 in 
his last 19 games with nine dou¬ 
bles, three homers and 20 RBIs. 

“I wanted to be ready for the 
fastball, be on time, just see 
something over the middle of the 
plate,” the soft-spoken Rendon 
said. 

Patrick Corbin (9-5) allowed 
two runs and five hits in six in¬ 
nings, striking out eight and walk¬ 
ing one. Sean Doolittle gave up a 
home run to pinch-hitter Charlie 
Culberson in the ninth. 

Dallas Keuchel (3-4) gave up 
four runs, six hits and four walks 
in 5 Vs innings, dropping to 0-3 
with a 5.08 in five starts against 
Washington. Making his eighth 
start for the Braves since signing 
in June, he is 0-2 in three outings 
since winning at San Diego on 
July 12. 

“Very disappointing. That’s 
about it,” said Keuchel, who ex¬ 
pressed frustration with umpire 
Adam Hamari’s strike zone. “I 
thought I punched out about 10 


guys. I got rewarded with extra 
at-bats. That’s where that lies.” 

Juan Soto singled home a run 
in the first and Trea Turner hit 
an RBI double in the second. 
The 20-year-old Soto also made a 
leaping catch at the left-field wall 
in the sixth to deny Adam Duvall 
a possible two-run homer. 

Atlanta scored in the fourth 
when Duvall hit a sharp two-out 
grounder to Rendon. The third 
baseman made a diving back¬ 
hand stop, but his throw attempt¬ 
ing to prevent an infield single 
sailed past first for an error and 
Freddie Freeman, who had been 
on second, came home. 

“I don’t know how you airmail 
that ball,” Rendon said. “I had a 
lot of juice on that. Statcast that.” 

Duvall hit a tying sacrifice fly 
in the sixth that Soto grabbed at 
the wall. 

Atlanta’s Ronald Acuna Jr. 
went O-for-4, ending his on-base 
streak at a career-best 32 games. 
Acuna stretched and reached to 
the grass to rob Adam Eaton of a 
hit in the second with Turner on 
second. 

Josh Donaldson singled off the 
glove of second baseman Brian 
Dozier in the sixth for his 1,000th 
hit. 

Mad Max: RHP Max Scher- 
zer went back on the 10-day IL 
with a minor rhomboid strain. 
The injury is in the same area as 
the inflammation under his right 
shoulder that forced the ace right¬ 
hander to the IL for 19 days this 
month. Scherzer was dominant in 
June and won seven consecutive 
starts as Washington worked its 
way back into playoff contention 
following a 19-31 start. He re¬ 
turned from the IL last Thursday 
and allowed three runs in five in¬ 
nings in a no-decision against the 
Rockies. The next day, he had an 
MRI that revealed the injury. 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


The Nationals’ Anthony Rendon, left, celebrates his grand slam with 
teammates, from left to right, Adrian Sanchez, Adam Eaton and Juan 
Soto in the sixth inning Monday against the Braves in Washington. 
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SWIMMING/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

US fine post-Phelps as 
Dressel sets own mark 



Lee Jin-man/AP 


United States' Caeleb Dressel reacts after winning the men's 50-meter freestyle at the 
World Swimming Championships in Gwangju, South Korea, on Saturday. 


By Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

GWANGJU, South Korea — Exhaustion 
and relief flooded Caeleb Dressel. Maybe 
now the comparisons with Michael Phelps 
can fade away. 

Dressel won eight medals, including six 
golds, at the world swimming champion¬ 
ships, the biggest meet outside the Olym¬ 
pics. Two years ago in Hungary, he tied 
Phelps’ record of seven golds at a single 
worlds, including three in one night. 

Dressel set his own standard in Gwangju, 
where he again won three golds in a single 
night. 

“There’s parts during the meet where it’s 
not the greatest feeling — the stress that 
you feel, the pressure I put on myself,” he 
said, adding, “I do enjoy it, the challenge 
that it brings.” 

On Sunday, Dressel capped his eight-day 
run with silver in the 4xl00-meter med¬ 
ley relay. He hauled the U.S. from fourth 
to first on his butterfly leg with a split of 
49.28 seconds — the only sub-50 second fly 
leg in the field. 

Had anchor Nathan Adrian not been 
overtaken by Britain’s Duncan Scott in the 
closing meters, Dressel would have won a 
seventh gold. Adrian and relay teammates 
Ryan Murphy and Andrew Wilson were 
upset they didn’t deliver. 

“I was the first guy in the water and I 
would say I had a pretty embarrassing per¬ 
formance,” Murphy said. “It kind of put us 
in a hole from the beginning.” 

Wilson added, “All of us are just finding 
places where it’s on us. We just all need to 


be better and we will be next year. It’s frus¬ 
trating now but it’s fuel for the next year.” 

Heading into its first Olympics in the 
post-Phelps era, the U.S. appears in good 
shape for Tokyo. 

After a slow start in Gwangju, the Amer¬ 
icans finished with 27 medals in the pool, 
including a leading 14 golds. They won the 
team title and Dressel earned male swim¬ 
mer of the meet honors. The U.S. set five 
world records, including two by 17-year-old 
backstroker Regan Smith. 

Australia was second with 19 and five 
golds. 

The U.S. likely would have had two more 
medals if Katie Ledecky hadn’t gotten sick. 
She withdrew from the 200 free heats and 
1,500 free final while spending two days 
away from the pool. Her lone gold came 
in the 800 free after a gutsy last lap in 
which she pulled away from Italy’s Simona 
Quadarella. 

The Americans were limited to one medal 
on two different nights — both earned with 
Dressel’s involvement. 

“It’s pretty evident that we didn’t start on 
the best note,” said sprinter Simone Man¬ 
uel, who swept the 50-100 freestyles, “but 
also we did have a great meet, and I think 
that’s getting a little lost because we had 
amazing swims, people got best times.” 

Dressel’s golds came in the 50 and 100 
free, 50 and 100 butterfly, mixed 4x100 free 
relay and 4x100 free relay. His other silver 
was in the mixed 4x100 medley relay. 

Dressel took down Phelps’ world record in 
the 100 fly, going 49.50 in the semifinals. 

He came close in Hungary, but didn’t get 


it done. 

“Two years ago I was a little scared. I’ll 
admit, coming that close,” Dressel said. 
“It can be a scary thought to do something 
that’s never been done before.” 

The difference in Gwangju was that 
Dressel woke up the day of the race and 
wanted to go after the mark. 

“I hope he was happy watching me,” he 
said. 

Phelps was watching from his home in 
Arizona, and told The Associated Press 
that Dressel would have to be perfect to 
win seven or eight golds in Tokyo. Phelps, 
of course, won eight golds at the 2008 Bei¬ 
jing Games. 

“If there’s someone who doesn’t care how 
hard it’s going to be, how hard they’re going 
to have to work, how much pain they’re 
willing to put their body through, we might 
see it,” he said by phone. 

Phelps suggested Dressel could be a 
“great addition” to the 4x200 free relay. 

“Clearly, he’s got the speed,” he said. 


“At this point, he’s just got to have better 
endurance.” 

Dressel still feels his retired teammate’s 
influence. He knows the 23-time Olympic 
gold medalist’s times and watched how 
Phelps swam his races. 

“It’s really special for me just to have that 
one little moment where I claimed I was the 
best in the history of swimming,” Dressel 
said. “Just a young kid from a small town, 
it’s just crazy how far the sport can go.” 

Like Phelps, Dressel is his own worst 
critic. The 22-year-old Floridian picks apart 
each of his races, whether the result is gold, 
a world record or something less lofty. 

“I always look for the bad,” he said. 
“There’s plenty to improve on. I know what 
to look for heading into next year, even for 
small meets. I take each event and I have to 
learn from it.” 

What he learned in Gwangju is that he’s 
his own man. 

AP Sports Writer Paul Newberry in Atlanta con¬ 
tributed to this report. 


Ex-star Lattimore has new role for Gamecocks 



Mary Ann Chastain/AP 


Marcus Lattimore had to watch South Carolina's NFL Pro Day in 
2013 because of an injured knee. His task these days comes in 
helping the Gamecocks handle the stresses of major college football 
and prepare for life when the games are over. 


By Pete Iacobelli 
Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Marcus 
Lattimore looks like he could still 
take the football 10 yards from the 
goal line, break three tackles and 
finish in the end zone as he often 
did in his record-setting career 
at South Carolina. Instead, Lat- 
timore’s task these days comes 
away from the field in helping the 
Gamecocks handle the stresses 
of m^or college football and pre¬ 
pare for life when the games are 
done. 

Few know better than Latti¬ 
more, 27, how things can change 
for a can’t-miss player tagged for 
the NFL. 

“It’s a part of who I am,” Lat¬ 
timore says with a smile. 

Lattimore starts his second 
year as South Carolina’s direc¬ 
tor of player development for 
life skills and head of the team’s 
Beyond Football program. He 
looks tapered and strong, cer¬ 
tainly strong enough to start in 
the backfield for any host of pro 
teams who coveted him during 
his college days. 

Lattimore rushed for 1,197 
yards — third best in the South¬ 
eastern Conference — as a 
freshman in 2010, guiding the 
Gamecocks to their only SEC 
Eastern Division title. But Latti- 
more’s production was cut short 


in his final two seasons after dev¬ 
astating knee ligament injuries 
curtailed his career. The second 
one, at home against Tennes¬ 
see in October 2012, essentially 
ended Lattimore’s football days 
although he was drafted by San 
Francisco the following spring 
and tried to rehab at the NFL 


level. 

He spent nearly two seasons 
on the non-football injury list and 
gave up the game in November 
2014. 

“You knew Marcus wasn’t 
going to let that keep him down,” 
Steve Spurrier, Lattimore’s col¬ 
lege coach, said. 


Lattimore, a South Carolina na¬ 
tive, returned to campus and fin¬ 
ished his degree in public health. 
Spurrier’s fulltime successor Will 
Muschamp knew there had to be 
a role for a charismatic, smart, 
respected ex-star like Lattimore, 
whose name is on Williams-Brice 
Stadium for his record 38 career 
rushing touchdowns. 

Lattimore was hired in January 
2018. 

“He’s walked where they’ve 
walked,” Muschamp said. “I can 
talk about it, but he’s lived it.” 

Lattimore loves the game, but 
doesn’t miss the contact and the 
day-after soreness. He misses 
the locker room camaraderie and 
being alongside people enduring 
the same things as him. 

Lattimore tries to bring that to 
the Gamecocks, along with the 
perspective high school dreams of 
NFL glory don’t always work out. 

“When you look at them, you 
empathize with what they go 
through and you see a reflection 
of yourself,” Lattimore said. “In 
the same mindset of, ‘If I don’t 
make it to the NFL, then what?’ 
Everything was in one basket. I 
have the opportunity to kind of 
shift that mindset a little bit.” 

South Carolina’s Jay Ulrich 
has met with Lattimore several 
times the past year as he adjusted 
to switching from quarterback to 
wide receiver. “He’s been where 


we’re at and now he’s just trying 
to serve and help us,” Ulrich said. 
“Not only just get through college, 
but thrive both on the field and off 
the field.” 

Muschamp gives Lattimore 
the flexibility to speak to youth 
groups, camps and functions. 
Lattimore partners with Select 
Health of South Carolina with the 
focus on teaching children the im¬ 
portance of good health. 

Lattimore attends three or four 
outings a month throughout the 
state, young fans swarming for 
a picture or autograph just like 
his days as the state’s best high 
school runner with a bright, ath¬ 
letic future. 

Lattimore is thrilled about his 
new path. 

“It’s not only fulfilling, it has 
revealed my purpose,” Lattimore 
said. 

Lattimore hopes to return to 
school for a degree in organiza¬ 
tional psychology where he can 
concentrate on helping groups 
and individuals build a healthy 
culture to have success in any 
field. It’s something Lattimore has 
understood well since his days in 
college and the knee injuries that 
changed his course. 

“I feel like that’s how my life 
has been. You’ve got to overcome 
some type of fear,” he said. “I 
overcame my fear and it ended up 
working out.” 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/SOCCER 

Briefly 

Bill gives Congress 
oversight of USOPC 



Alessandra Tarantino/AP 


U.S. Soccer says the women’s national team’s players were paid more than their male counterparts from 
2010 through 2018. According to a letter released Monday by U.S. Soccer President Carlos Cordeiro, 
the women received $34.1 million in salary and game bonuses while the men received $26.4 million. 

US soccer claims women 
were paid more than men 


Associated Press 

A bill spurred by Larry Nas- 
sar’s sex crimes and other mis¬ 
handled abuse cases would allow 
Congress to fire the U.S. Olympic 
and Paralympic Committee’s en¬ 
tire board and would quadruple 
the money the federation provides 
to the U.S. Center for SafeSport. 

The bill was to be introduced 
Tuesday and is the most far- 
reaching response to 18 months 
of outrage, investigations and re¬ 
criminations in the wake of the 
USOPC’s handling of the cases 
involving Nassar and others who 
combined to victimize dozens of 
Olympic athletes. 

“The best way for the USOC 
and the national governing (bod¬ 
ies) to show they’re serious about 
stopping abuse is to support this 
legislation,” said Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Connecticut, who 
co-sponsored the bill with Sen. 
Jerry Moran, R-Kansas. “It’ll 
be a test to their commitment to 
turning a new page and bringing 
in a new era.” 

The bill would increase athlete 
representation on the USOPC 
board and boards of other Olym¬ 
pic sports organizations (NGBs) 
from 20 to 33 percent. It would 
make the USOPC and NGBs le¬ 
gally responsible for not report¬ 
ing sexual abuse or failing to take 
measures to prevent it. 

The law calls for the USOPC 
to provide $20 million a year to 
the U.S. Center for SafeSport, 
but offers no specifics as to how 
the additional $15 million will be 
funded. The USOPC, which re¬ 
ceives no federal funding, gave 
$3.1 million in 2018 and NGBs 
doubled their pledge to a total of 
$2 million.. 

Mets trade Vargas 
to Phillies for Bossart 

NEW YORK — The Philadel¬ 
phia Phillies bolstered their be¬ 
leaguered rotation. 

Left-hander Jason Vargas was 
acquired from the New York Mets 
on Monday for Double-A catcher 
Austin Bossart. 

The 36-year-old is 6-5 with a 
4.01 ERA, winning his last three 
starts. He became expendable 
when the Mets acquired right¬ 
hander Marcus Stroman from 
Toronto on Sunday night for a 
pair of pitching prospects. 

Vargas is expected to start this 
weekend against the Chicago 
White Sox. Zach Eflin, who is 
scheduled to pitch Friday, has a 
10.46 ERA in his last six starts. 
Vargas could take that spot on 
regular four days’ rest. 

Vargas is owed $2,666,667 of 
his $8 million salary for the re¬ 
mainder of this season, and his 
contract includes an $8 million 
club option for 2020 with a $2 
million buyout. He receives a 
$250,000 assignment bonus. 

New York agreed to pay 
$666,667 to the Phillies to offset 
part of Vargas’ 2019 salary, with 


$333,333 payable Sept. 2 and 
$333,334 on Oct. 1, and $250,000 
to offset the assignment bonus. 
In addition, the Mets will pay $2 
million in 2020 to offset the sal¬ 
ary or the buyout. 

Colts’ Luck to miss 
next 2 practices 

WESTFIELD, Ind. — An¬ 
drew Luck did not participate in 
the Indianapolis Colts’ practice 
Tuesday and will miss at least 
two more workouts because of a 
strained left calf 

He also has been ruled out of 
the Colts’ preseason opener, Aug. 
8 at Buffalo. 

Luck was already on a lim¬ 
ited workout schedule at training 
camp. But the 29-year-old quar¬ 
terback says instead of progress¬ 
ing, he feels like he’s taking a step 
backward. 

The injury prevented Luck 
from participating in the team’s 
offseason workouts. When the 
Colts reported to training camp 
last week. Luck was limited to in¬ 
dividual work and 7-on-7 drills. 

In other NFL news: 

■ For the second straight year, 
Julio Jones will sit out the Atlanta 
Falcons’ full preseason schedule. 

Jones said Tuesday he will be 
coaching the team’s younger wide 
receivers in Thursday night’s Hall 
of Fame game against the Denver 
Broncos in Canton, Ohio. 

Jones and the Falcons continue 
to negotiate a contract extension. 
Jones said his preseason plan has 
nothing to do with those talks. 

Jones has been working his 
way back from a foot injury in 
training camp. 

■ The Dallas Cowboys are 
bringing back running back Al¬ 
fred Morris with two-time rush¬ 
ing champion Ezekiel Elliott 
holding out of training camp 
while seeking a new contract. 

Agent Michael Katz says Mor¬ 
ris agreed to terms Monday, the 
third day of practices without El¬ 
liott. Morris was the replacement 
back for the Cowboys when Elliott 
was suspended for six games over 
domestic violence allegations two 
years ago. 

Devils acquire Gusev 
from Vegas for picks 

NEWARK, N.J. — The New 
Jersey Devils acquired left wing 
Nikita Gusev from the Vegas 
Golden Knights and signed him to 
a two-year contract with an aver¬ 
age annual salary of $4.5 million. 

The Devils sent a 2020 third- 
round draft pick and a 2021 sec¬ 
ond-round pick to Vegas in the 
deal announced Monday. 

The 27-year-old Gusev has 
spent his entire professional ca¬ 
reer in the Russian Kontinental 
Hockey League. He is a four-time 
KHL All-Star who had 17 goals 
and 65 assists for SKA St. Peters¬ 
burg in 2018-19. 

Gusev has 119 goals and 213 as¬ 
sists in 391 career games. 


By Anne M. Peterson 
Associated Press 

Facing mounting public pres¬ 
sure in a fight over equitable pay, 
U.S. Soccer said the World Cup 
champion women’s national team 
has been paid more than the 
men’s team. 

According to a letter released 
Monday by U.S. Soccer President 
Carlos Cordeiro, the federation 
paid out $34.1 million in salary 
and game bonuses to the women 
between 2010 and 2018 as op¬ 
posed to $26.4 million paid to the 
men. The total does not include 
the value of benefits received only 
by the women, like health care. 

The federation released the fig¬ 
ures as it moves toward mediating 
a federal lawsuit in which players 
for the women’s team accused 
U.S. Soccer of “institutionalized 
gender discrimination” that in¬ 
cludes inequitable compensation 
when compared to players on the 
men’s team. 

Comparing compensation 
between the two teams is dif¬ 
ficult because the pay structure 
is based on different collective 
bargaining agreements. For ex¬ 
ample, players for the women’s 
team have a base salary while the 
men are paid primarily based on 
matches and performance. 

“In the weeks ahead, we’ll focus 
on preparing for mediation and 
resolving this matter in the best 
interests of the WNT and U.S. 
Soccer. I want you to know that 
U.S. Soccer is committed to doing 
right by our players, and I’ve been 
encouraged by the public com- 



JosHUA Bessex, The News Tribune/AP 


Megan Rapinoe, one of the co¬ 
captains of the U.S. women’s 
team, won the Golden Ball and 
Golden Boot awards at the 
World Cup in France. 

ments from players expressing 
their desire for a cooperative ap¬ 
proach. I remain optimistic that 
we can find common ground,” 
Cordeiro wrote. “Together, I be¬ 
lieve we can get this done.” 

Molly Levinson, a spokes¬ 
woman for the players in mat¬ 
ters involving the lawsuit, called 
the letter “a sad attempt by USSF 
to quell the overwhelming tide 
of support the USWNT has re¬ 
ceived from everyone from fans 
to sponsors to the United States 
Congress. 

“The USSF has repeatedly ad¬ 
mitted that it does not pay the 
women equally and that it does 


not believe the women even de¬ 
serve to be paid equally,” Levin¬ 
son said. “This is why they use 
words like ‘fair and equitable,’ not 
equal in describing pay.” 

Cordeiro said the federation 
recently conducted an extensive 
analysis of its finances over the 
past 10 years, seeking to clear up 
what he called confusion based 
on the pay structures for both 
teams. 

U.S. Soccer said it pays the 
women’s national team players 
a base salary of $100,000 per 
year, and an additional $67,500 to 
$72,500 per player as a salary for 
playing in the National Women’s 
Soccer League. The women also 
have health care benefits and a 
retirement plan. 

Players on the men’s national 
team are paid by training camp 
call-ups, game appearances and 
through performance bonuses. 
The federation acknowledged the 
men have the ability to earn high¬ 
er bonuses than the women. The 
men’s team did not make the field 
for the 2018 World Cup in Russia, 
while the women have won back- 
to-back World Cup titles. 

The collective bargaining 
agreements are not made public, 
and U.S. Soccer did not provide 
details about the men’s bonus 
structure. 

USSF also says the men’s team 
generates more revenue. The 
women’s team generated $101.3 
million over the course of 238 
games between 2009 and 2019 
while the men generated $185.7 
million over 191 games, accord¬ 
ing to the federation. 
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Jackson, Wentz 
finding chemistry 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — DeSean 
Jackson zipped across the field, 
caught Carson Wentz’s perfectly 
thrown pass in stride and kept 
going. 

Then he did it again. And 
again. 

Jackson is back in Philadelphia 
five years after former Eagles 
coach Chip Kelly released the 
three-time Pro Bowl pick follow¬ 
ing his best season. 

He is 32 now, but he hasn’t lost 
a step. 

Jackson and Wentz 
were in sync through¬ 
out practice Monday, 
the team’s fourth time 
on the field in training 
camp. 

“Every day, it grows,” 

Wentz said about their 
chemistry. “Whether it’s 
on the field and you can 
actually see it with live 
reps or after practice, off 
the side in between reps 
and team drills, we’re 
talking, watching film. 
Chemistry grows in a 
million different ways, 
so to get those opportu¬ 
nities on the field, you 
see it and it’s exciting.” 

Wentz misfired a 
couple of times to Jack- 
son on Saturday, so they 
spent time after practice 
working out the kinks. It was evi¬ 
dent they’re on the same page. 

“You gotta get the reps in, man,” 
Jackson said. “You can’t shortcut 
the reps. Getting the reps in and 
then going in the film room and 
just kinda watching and seeing 
how you can connect.” 

Jackson gives the Eagles a deep 
threat to complement a strong 
receiving corps that includes 
Alshon Jeffrey, Nelson Agholor, 
Mack Hollins and rookie J.J. Ar- 
cega-Whiteside. Tight ends Zach 
Ertz and Dallas Goedert might be 
the best 1-2 duo at their position. 

Whoever is on the field with 
Jackson will benefit from his 
presence. 

“We haven’t had a player like 
him since he left,” said Ertz, who 


played with Jackson in 2013 when 
he had 82 catches for 1,332 yards 
and nine touchdowns. “There’s 
no route he can’t run, no play you 
don’t want to get him involved in. 
Defenses just have to know where 
he is every play or it’s going to 
be a 70-yard touchdown. He just 
makes everyone else’s job so 
much easier. I couldn’t be more 
thrilled to have him back.” 

Jackson was selected by Phila¬ 
delphia in the second round of 
the 2008 draft and played in the 
NFC championship game his 
rookie season. He caught passes 
from Donovan McNabb, 
Michael Vick and Nick 
Foies during his first 
stint in Philadelphia. He 
is excited to play with 
Wentz and they’ve spent 
time together off the 
field. 

“He knows when I’m 
going to break or when 
he’s dropping back, I 
know where the ball is 
going to be,” Jackson 
said. “And we spent a 
lot of time back in the 
spring just trying to get 
together, connect and 
just working out, just 
bonding off the field. 
That’s important as well, 
too. We spend so much 
time here, but as long as 
you can get off the field 
sometimes and not have 
the playbook involved, 
just having conversations about 
life and in general just to try to 
build.” 

Jackson averaged 59 catches for 
1,020 yards and five touchdowns 
in six seasons with the Eagles. 
He had two 1,000-yard seasons 
in three years in Washington and 
spent the past two seasons with 
the Buccaneers. He had 41 catch¬ 
es for 774 yards and four TDs last 
season, averaging an NFL-best 
18.9 yards per reception. 

“The deep-ball threat that he 
is, he just takes pressure off the 
other guys and opens up a lot of 
things underneath,” Wentz said. 
“He threatens defenders in a dif¬ 
ferent way. He can do things un¬ 
derneath. He can do things after 
the catch.” 


He just 
makes 
everyone 
else’s Job 
so much 
easier. I 
couldn’t 
be more 
thrilled to 
have him 
back. ^ 

Zach Ertz 

Eagles tight end 
on wide receiver 
DeSean Jackson 
being back in 
Philadelphia 



Matt Rourke/AP 


Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz, left, and wide 
receiver DeSean Jackson talk during practice Friday. 



Photos by George Walker IV, The Tennessean/AP 


Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota threw a career-low 11 touchdowns last season and eight 
interceptions. He was also sacked a career-worst 42 times and missed three starts with injuries. 


It’s make-or-break time 
for Tennessee’s Mariota 


Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Marcus 
Mariota sat down with his new¬ 
est offensive coordinator Arthur 
Smith this offseason for a talk 
about what the Tennessee Titans 
want when the quarterback needs 
to freelance to make something 
happen. 

The biggest message for Mari¬ 
ota: relax. 

“For me. I’ve just got to go out 
there, not overthink things, just 
play within myself and just allow 
the game to come me,” Mariota 
said. 

The Tennessee Titans need to 
see if Mariota is their franchise 
quarterback beyond this season, 
and they’ve done their best to put 
him in position to prove he can 
do just that. Coach Mike Vrabel 
promoted from within, making 
Arthur Smith his offensive coor¬ 
dinator when Matt LaFleur left 
for Green Bay, and Smith’s tweaks 
all have been about making the 
offense quarterback friendly. 

“He’s making it friendly for us 
to be able to operate,” Mariota 
said. “Coach Vrabel talked about 
being able to command the op¬ 
eration. Art’s really allowed us as 
quarterbacks to feel comfortable, 
feel confident in what we’re doing 
so that all these pre-snap things 
can be cleaned up.” 

Vrabel talked with Mariota 
when last season ended with the 
quarterback healing from inju¬ 
ries that affected nerves in his 
neck into his right, throwing arm, 
and kept him out of the regular- 
season finale. The Titans lost that 
game and just missed the playoffs 
at 9-7. 

One thing Vrabel asked was for 
the 6-foot-4 Mariota to add some 
weight after playing between 
215 and 220 pounds last season. 
Mariota experimented during 
the offseason and hopes to weigh 



The Titans brought in 
quarterback Ryan Tannehill to 
back up Marcus Mariota and 
push him to be better. 

between 225 and 230 to help the 
quarterback’s durability. 

Mariota was sacked a career- 
worst 42 times, which contributed 
to him missing three starts with 
injuries. He also threw a career- 
low 11 touchdowns with eight 
interceptions, and he’s playing 
his final season under contract 
because the Titans picked up his 
fifth-year option of $20.9 million 
in the spring of 2018. 

The quarterback has had time 
to get used to playing a little 
heavier. 

“It feels good,” Mariota said. 

The Titans also have surround¬ 
ed Mariota with possibly the best 
offensive talent that he’s had in 
the NFL. They upgraded at left 
guard, signing veteran Rodger 
Saffold, and also added wide re¬ 
ceiver Adam Humphries as a free 
agent while drafting A. J. Brown. 

Three-time Pro Bowl tight end 
Delanie Walker also started train¬ 
ing camp available and healthy 
after breaking his right ankle in 
the 2018 season opener. 


Unfortunately, Mariota will be 
without his three-time Pro Bowl 
left tackle Taylor Lewan for the 
first four games this season — 
three of those on the road — with 
Lewan suspended for violating 
the policy against performance¬ 
enhancing substances. Veteran 
Dennis Kelly, who played 11 
games last season, has worked in 
Lewan’s spot at the start of camp 
with the first-team line. 

Mariota says Kelly has stepped 
up when asked. 

“Honestly, I just have to contin¬ 
ue just to be myself,” Mariota said. 
“I can’t worry about what’s going 
on up front. I’ve got to continue 
to keep my eyes down the field. 
I trust every single one of those 
guys in the building. There’s a 
reason why they’re here. I’ve just 
got to go out there and continue to 
do my job.” 

It’s up to Mariota to show what 
he can do after being one of four 
Titans honored for their offsea¬ 
son work in the weight room and 
studies in meeting rooms. That 
earned Mariota some extra good¬ 
ies, including a parking space a 
little closer to the door at team 
headquarters. 

Vrabel says their expectations 
for Mariota are the same for ev¬ 
eryone else. Practice with urgen¬ 
cy and play with great effort, and 
finish. 

The Titans also upgraded Mar- 
iota’s backup, trading with Miami 
for Ryan Tannehill. 

“We’re excited, especially 
about Marcus moving forward 
as our quarterback,” Vrabel said, 
“Ryan to continue to push him, to 
compete, to help, and to make him 
better, and to make Ryan better. 
Our hope is that Ryan is a better 
quarterback than he was when he 
got here, and that Marcus is a bet¬ 
ter quarterback than he was when 
we finished the season.” 
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Protests may cause 
problems for Quinn 


By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

OXNARD, Calif. — Dallas de¬ 
fensive end Robert Quinn says 
he chose his new team before an 
offseason trade from Miami be¬ 
cause it felt like the right fit when 
he visited the Cowboys. 

There remains one issue unad¬ 
dressed with owner Jerry Jones: 
protesting 
during the 
national an¬ 
them. 

Quinn 

raised his 
fist during 
the anthem 
while he 
was with the 
Rams and 
then the Dol¬ 
phins. Jones 
has always 
taken a hard stance against such 
displays by his players, saying a 
year ago at training camp: “Our 
policy is that you stand at the an¬ 
them, toe on the line.” 

Quinn said he hasn’t addressed 
the topic yet with Jones. 

“It might come up,” Quinn told 
The Associated Press on Sunday 
when asked if he planned to dis¬ 
cuss it with Jones. “Right now, it’s 
not on my mind. I’m here to play 
football right now. Focus on my 
new journey.” 

Asked if he and Jones had to get 
on the same page on the issue be¬ 
fore the season, Quinn told the AP, 
“I don’t know. You’ll have to talk 
to Jerry about that one.” Jones 
declined to comment Monday. 

The Cowboys open the regular 
season at home against the New 
York Giants on Sept. 8. Their pre¬ 
season opener is Aug. 10 in San 
Francisco. 

Since Colin Kaepernick sparked 
the debate in 2016 by kneeling 
during “The Star-Spangled Ban¬ 
ner,” players have been kneeling, 
sitting or raising fists during the 
anthem to protest police brutal¬ 
ity, social injustice and racial 
inequality. Quinn said he grew 
frustrated with the reporting on 
the issue during his time with 
the Dolphins because he thought 
the message getting out was too 


much about “war and prison.” 

“Until we start talking about 
peace, love and happiness, this 
world will never get better,” 
Quinn said. “That’s my message. 
To you and whoever wants to lis¬ 
ten, my message is peace, love 
and happiness. If you can’t find 
peace, love and happiness within 
yourself, you’ll never find it in 
somebody else. 

“As sorry as it is, the type of 
world we live in, we’ve just got to, 
again, like I said, peace love and 
happiness within yourself Just 
try to make the best out of every 
day. It’s frustrating. But only so 
much you can control. I got my 
family I need to take care of and 
some other folks. It sucks the way 
this world is. You can’t fight a war 
by yourself” 

Last year, the NFL quickly 
scrapped a proposed compromise 
that would have allowed players 
to stay in the locker room dur¬ 
ing the anthem while subjecting 
them to potential punishment for 
any displays during the anthem. 

Jones said he wouldn’t even 
support players staying in the 
locker room, then offered his “toe 
on the line” declaration. 

The closest any Dallas player 
has come to protesting during 
the anthem came in 2017, when 
defensive linemen David Irving 
and Damontre Moore raised their 
fists briefly as the song ended. 
They weren’t disciplined. Neither 
player is still with the Cowboys. 

When the anthem issue flared 
again early in the 2017 season 
following strong criticism of the 
players by President Donald 
Trump, the Cowboys decided on 
a show of unity before a game in 
Arizona. Before the anthem was 
played, Jones knelt with the play¬ 
ers in a long line of locked arms. 
They stood before the anthem 
started. 

Jones has said he understands 
the point of view of players who 
have said they weren’t protesting 
the flag or the military. But that 
didn’t change his strong views 
about the flag. 

“The priority is about the flag, 
and be real clear about that,” he 
said last year. 



Quinn 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 

Los Angeles Rams defensive linemen, including Aaron Donald, left, go through drills on May 28. 


Donald relishing camp 


Defensive Player of Year isn’t a holdout this season 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

IRVINE, Calif — When practice ends at UC Ir¬ 
vine and Aaron Donald is done chasing down the 
Los Angeles Rams’ quarterbacks, he immediately 
starts after a high-energy 4-year-old with the same 
haircut as his All-Pro dad. 

A.J. Donald and his 6-year-old sister, Jaeda, are 
getting their first chance to go to training camp 
with their father, who missed the Rams’ past two 
camps while holding out in search of a massive new 
contract. 

Aaron Donald finally got that six-year, $135 mil¬ 
lion extension with $87 million guaranteed last 
season, and he eagerly showed up to his first train¬ 
ing camp since 2016 this month to pursue his third 
straight NFL Defensive Player of the Year award 
— and little A. J., too. 

Donald said Jaeda “doesn’t remember the last 
time she was at camp, and my son has never seen 
camp. So to have them being around and watching 
me play football, and them getting to run around 
the field, these are the types of memories that last 
forever.” 


The Rams have endured plenty of contract drama 
and high-stakes negotiations over the past few years, 
but everything is calm this summer. The defending 
NFC champions have no holdouts or drama in this 
camp, with the likes of Marcus Peters and Jared 
Goff eagerly showing up for work to earn their next 
deals instead of staying away. 

Donald’s presence is the biggest difference for 
the Rams, and his impact is felt on both sides of the 
ball. 

He serves as an example and a teaching resource 
for his teammates — particularly rookie nose tackle 
Greg Gaines, who is competing for the starting job 
to replace Ndamukong Suh. 

Donald’s relentless rushes also force the Rams’ 
offensive line to be at its best. Joseph Noteboom and 
Brian Allen have been tapped for starting jobs after 
scarcely playing last season, and no challenge in the 
NFL is much bigger than Donald. 

When Sean McVay was asked how he plans to 
monitor Donald’s workload in his first training 
camp in three years, the head coach quipped: “De¬ 
pends on how much he’s wrecking practice. If he’s 
really upsetting me by winning a lot, then he’ll be 
standing next to me a lot.” 


New signee Davis providing leadership for Chargers 


Associated Press 

COSTA MESA, Calif—Thomas Davis is 
the only remaining defensive player from 
the 2005 draft still playing, but he doesn’t 
appear to be slowing down. 

The 36-year old linebacker, who was one 
of the few additions the Los Angeles Char¬ 
gers made during free agency, is already 
making an impression during the early 
stages of training camp. Davis signed a 
two-year deal with the Chargers after 
spending 14 seasons with Carolina. 

“He literally watches everybody on the 
field, making sure you’re doing what you’re 
supposed to do,” safety Derwin James said. 
“I love him, so having him and seeing him 
run to the ball at his age — I mean he looks 
like he’s 24.” 

Davis is expected to bring leadership to a 


young linebackers room that has 
only two other players with four or 
more years of experience. It was 
also a group that struggled with 
injuries last season as all three 
starters ended up on injured re¬ 
serve. The injuries at linebacker 
was one reason why the Chargers 
used seven defensive backs on all 
but one play in last season’s wild¬ 
card game at Baltimore. 

When it comes to leadership, 
Davis is trying to do that through 
his work on the practice field. 

“You can’t be willing to go out 
and tell somebody to do some¬ 
thing that you’re not willing to 
do,” he said. “When it comes to 
understanding what offenses are 
trying to do to you, when you see 


I love 
him, so 
having him 
and seeing 
him run 
to the ball 
at his age 
— I mean 
he looks 
like he’s 
24.' 

Derwin James 

Chargers safety, 
on 36-year-old 
LB Thomas Davis 


certain things from a formation 
standpoint, you try to talk, com¬ 
municate and make sure that 
we’re all on the same page. That 
goes across the board. It’s not just 
for me talking to Derwin, but it’s 
for the whole defense.” 

The Chargers — who are look¬ 
ing to make consecutive playoff 
trips for the first time since 2009 
— are a contender to reach the 
Super Bowl after tying for the 
AFC’s best regular-season re¬ 
cord last year (12-4). Even though 
Davis wasn’t with Los Angeles 
last season, he does have some 
experience with teams who have 
not lived up to expectations. 

“They had a good season last 
year, but that doesn’t predicate or 


determine how this season is going to be 
and everybody understands that,” he said. 

“When we went 15-1 and made it to the 
Super Bowl in Carolina (in 2015), we didn’t 
win the Super Bowl and we kind of had 
expectations of going back and we missed 
the playoffs the next year. I can definitely 
speak to that.” 

Davis has been seeing plenty of snaps at 
outside linebacker. Denzel Perryman is ex¬ 
pected to line up in the middle with Jatavis 
Brown, Kyzir White and Uchenna Nwosu 
vying for the other outside starting spot. 
Brown, though, is on the physically unable 
to perform list and might not return until 
the third week of training camp. 

Lynn added he plans to limit Davis’ 
snaps during preseason games and later 
in camp to make sure he is fresh for the 
opener Sept. 8 against Indianapolis. 
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Closing the gap 

Rendon’s slam helps Nats cut 
Braves’ NL East lead » Page 27 


MLB 


New arms race 


Trade rule changes force contenders to decide whether to deal pitchers now 



By Ronald Blum 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK 

I f Madison Bumgarner, Noah 
Syndergaard, Trevor Bauer, 
Mike Minor or Robbie Ray are 
going to get dealt to contenders 
desperate for arms, it will happen this 
week or not at all. 

Baseball’s trade window shuts 
Wednesday afternoon — completely, 
not like in years past. 

Marcus Stroman, Jason Vargas, 
Andrew Cashner, Jordan Lyles, Drew 
Smyly, Homer Bailey, Jake Diek- 
man and Derek Holland are among 
the pitchers dealt as the deadline ap¬ 
proached. Most of the big names fans 
envisioned changing jerseys have 
stayed put in this new era of baseball 
economics, where prospects and youth 
are more prized than ever. 

“Teams are doing a better and bet¬ 
ter job of understanding younger and 
younger players, and that’s why you 
see the value in teams trying to keep 
prospects,” Toronto general manager 
Ross Atkins said Monday 
after dealing Stroman, 
a first-time All-Star, 
to the New York 
Mets for a pair of 
pitching prospects. 

“The younger play¬ 
ers seem to be re¬ 
ally increasing in 
value.” 


Indians pitcher 
Trevor ^uer 


US Soccer: Women were paid more than men » Page 29 



















